The L}y of the Nohawks

The c',f,r:w}v:sid.m.ec.,, noovke-marked girl whe mey well bscome the first native-
horn fmericsn esini Legt wesk nede anobhey sigp on the long road to canon-
isabion. In & public consistory 1u Rews, Pops Johin XTI heard church lawysrs
mke a pezwii.im" far the teatilicaition of Faterd Tekakwitha.

She '?33 born 30N yeare sge in the Irogweis villages of Osseymenon, now
furienviile, No¥o dzxx {ather, Xenherordwe., whe a Mohewk chlef, ber mother,
Fahonta, an Algonguin whem the Hohawks tm@c caplivg. Smllpwz killed both
hey p&wrﬁ;s ard loft fouryear—old Tekelwrithe ("Oms whe puts things in
order’'} wadly scarsed axxi weskemed for ife.

sy wncls, Cm@gongos, wvhe brought ber wp, w8s ¢hagrined when at the aga of
eight gha mma o b3 betrothsd to the young Indian hs had picked oud for hero
Ee was ozz‘bmgm whfwa at: tha age of 20, ske was bapiized by Jesuid Missiomary
Fabler Jecgues de Ilambervilis, who gavs her the Christisn neme Calberime-—in | _
Indiar, Fateri. Her ¥ohawlk femily and their friends gave the young Christian
& hasd $ims. Her refuss] %o work on Sunfdry mads 1t & fast day—-="If yom won'y
work, your won't eat, ¥ sald ey aunts. Uncle Onwsgongd ermouwreged drunksn bravas
o m'as:a’c beTE ch:ucbmn callad her mEmes and Lhvew stonss &t ber. Father
de m:w.z.m contrived 4o spivit hey awey from the village $0 2 misclomery
setilament in Cenadao

The rasuld wis & ¢hiags along the Irequoeds Sreil 40 Iake Chemplain=—Ossegomgo
in gwilt-mcstasingd pwrsvit with three bullets in hipg musket. Xateri eleded him,
bowever, and spent the rest of her ghort life apong the Christlan Imdians of
Caughnawapa. ngar lapralele In Conada.

Heze, oz the Feapb of tie Annunclatiom in 1679, “the Lily of tLhe ¥ohawks®
censserated hey virgluify %o Ood and, ie tribule 40 the Virgin Mery, whose
color is blue, vhe changed her cugtomery searle? blankal for a blus omso.
Tredl the miassioneriss stopped her, Kaleri wend te Imdian extremes of sgoetl-
clam—31ashing &nd branding herself, walking barefoot in the snow, pubtiing
hob embers betwesn her toss 2nd alaeping in brambles. She was. soon veﬂﬂrated
by hewr fsilow Christian Tredisrns ap a 1iving saint, and whan ghe died at 2,
they wowre wp hor ¢lotbss for relics. Ever sioes, ‘e mounting 1ist of cures
zud worzlowrs s bean atiribuied by both Indisn &mi white Catholies %o her
intercession. Said Fops Ping X33 "Her 130 1Geclf is o mixtels ™

{Ths Irdisns of the Five Mations “Mobawk, Oneide, Coondage, Cayugs, Sansca®
wors callsd Irogucis by ibm Fronch beeauvss thsy allegsdly closged conversa-

tions with the words hize *T bave gpoken® &wd kou "with Joy” or "wilh serrow®,
ézspem:mw on the tons 0F voles wsed).
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The I3iy of the Hohawkg

The dark-ckioned, p ock-merked girl who mgy well bacowe the first native-
born fmerlcan salnt last weck made enother siep on the long rofd to cancn=
Jzation. In & public compistory im Rome, Pops John XZXITI heard church lewyevs
makes a pelition for the bemtification of Koteri Tekakwitha.

She waz born 304 years age im the Ircguois village of Ossarmsnon, now
favispriile, NoYo. Her fatheor, Konherorkw?, was @ Eohssk chief, her mothsr,
Fehamta, an Algonguin whon the Mohawks tca.k captive. Smllpm killed both
her p&mn&s ard left foursyear-tld Takekvrithe ("Ons who puts things in
order”?) badly searved amd woaiensd for Yife.

Hor wols, Qﬂe@gonga, who braugbs’; her vp, was chegrined when at tha ags of
aight she mfmed o be betyothed to the young Iwdilan he had picked out fer hexo
He was outraged when, 2% the 2ge of 20, sho was baplized by Jesult Misgiomasy | . .
Fabler Jscgueg de munb@rvinay who gavs ber the Christisn nsme Catbsrimge—in!
Indian, Eatevri. Her iphevk family and thelr frlemds gave the ycung Christian '
& herd time. ler refuss] ¢o work on Sundsy meds it & fast day="If yom won't
work, you wen's eat,® zald her aunis. Umle Omsegongs encouréged dyunisn braves
ko m@lam% herg chﬂdmn callsd her neimes and threw stonss &% her. Father
de Lamberville conSrived %0 spirit her awey from ¢ village to & missiomagy
gettlenent in Cenads.

The result was & chage gleng the Ircguois drail to Iake Chemplein—<Chnsegongo
in gwift-moscasimed pursudt with thrwe bullets in his musket. Katerd eladed him,
bowever, and spent ths rest of her short 1ife emong ths Christian Indiams of
Caughnavaga, pear lapraivie in Conada.

Bsre, on $is Feagt of the Annunclation in 1679, ®the Lily of ths Mohawks"
conscarated hewr virgimity to God and, in tyribute to the Virgin Mary, whose
¢olor ia blve, shs chengsd her custemary searied blanket for a blue oms.
Untdl the wmissiemaries stopued her, Kaleril wenmd ¢o Iadian exiramss of agesti~
ciem-—laghing and brawiing hereslf, walking barefoot in the snow, pudiing
hot ewberz belween her toss and 33.sepivzg in brzobless Sh2 was. soon mmmt@d
by bey follow Chricdtlan Imdlens 2s @ living saioh, and when sbe died at 2L,
thsy $ore up her clobhee fur relies. Ever sinee, ’a mounting 1ist of cuwres-
and wordsse bep besn atiributad by both Indian and white Catholies to her
intercesgion. OSald Pops Pius Xi: "Har 1ife 4tself is a mirasls.®-

(The Indisns of ths Five Wiions “Mobawk, Ompide, Onondegs, Cayugs, Semcea®
were ocgllsd Ixoguois by the Fremch bscouga they aliegsdly elosed conversa-
tiong with ¢hs words hivo ®I have n® and keub Pwith joy® or "with serrea®,
dopending on the toms of voico used).
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