Application from Ron Boyer for an Appointment to the

“Truth and Reconciliation Commission”

Ron Boyer

“Bebaminojmat” - “Bearer of Good News"”



Ron Boyer
Box 548
Kahnawake, QC
JOL 1BO
Tel: 450-632-7389
decon.ron@sympatico.ca

The Rt. Hon. Paul Martin, Prime Minister December 4, 2005
House of Commons,

Ottawa, ON

K1A 0A6

Subject: Application for the appointment of Ron Boyer to the “Truth and Reconciliation Commission”

Dear Mr. Martin,

Several friends have suggested that I apply for a position on the Truth and Reconciliation Commission
that was announced this week. I request that you forward my application for consideration with your
recommendation.

My wife and I both attended residential schools in Spanish, Ontario for nine (9) and eight (8) years
respectively. Over the past eighteen (18) years since my ordination as a Deacon, I have had the
opportunity to travel the width and breadth of North America ministering to people of all Nations and
Tribes. Within the native communities I have had the honor to work with people of all traditions
including Longhouse, Mide-win and Christians. Within the non-native communities I have worked with
Catholics, Anglicans, United Church, Presbyterians, Jews and Muslims.

My ministry has concentrated on the healing of families and the healing and reconciliation between the
cultures. This work consists of conducting healing circles that have as a goal restorative justice,
alternative dispute resolution, family reconciliation and cultural healing. I have also given many
lectures, seminars and retreats centered on reconciliation and healing. One of the most recent events was
at the National Treaty Day celebration at the Cathedral in Halifax where I gave the keynote address to
the assembly. I believe that my participation on the Truth-and—Reconciliation Commission would be a
natural continuation of my ministry.

I have compiled below a listing of several of my major qualifications:

Eight years of Residential School in Ontario.

Eighteen years of ordained ministry.

Seven years as chair of the Catholic Aboriginal Council for Reconciliation
Bachelors and Masters of Arts, Theology (Concordia University)

Community Justice Forum Facilitator (RCMP)

Community Law and Justice Program (Akwesasne Justice Department)

Many technical certificates and business related programs (Champlain College)

Tl SV s Bl Bos

I have prepared a complete application with a full resume which includes references from many friends
including the following:



e Mrs. Melody McLeod (Dene) Yellowknife, NWT

e Hon. Graydon Nicholas, (Maliseet - Tobique, NB)

e Mrs. Bernice Kahsennanoron Lazore, (Mohawk) Akwesasne, ON

e Chief Franklin Shining Turtle (Ojibwa) Whitefish River First Nation, ON
e Fr. John Walsh (Close Friend) Montreal, QC

e Dr. Gregory Baum, (Close Friend) Montreal, QC

e Sr. Dorothy Moore (Micmaq) Sydney, NS

I appreciate your support of my application and look forward to being a part of this historic process that
will bring reconciliation and closure while providing hope for the future.

Please contact me at your convenience if you have any questions or require any additional information.

Ot Z%’YJ,«
Ron Bebaminojmat Boyer
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Education:
M.A. in Theology (Concordia University)
Background:

Ron Boyer is an Ojibway from Northern Ontario and has been married for forty-eight
years to his wife, Sheila, a Mohawk from Kahnawake. They have six children and ten
grandchildren. Eighteen years ago, after passing the necessary accredited courses in
theology at the Anishinabe Spiritual Center, Ronnie was ordained to the Permanent
Diaconate. He is a spiritual leader in Kahnawake and a Board member and past
President of the Canadian Bible Society of Montreal. He is also a member of the Inter-
Faith Council of Churches of Montreal and a writer for the English Catholic Times of the
Archdiocese of Montreal. He was selected by the Canadian Catholic Conference of
Catholic Bishops to chair and serve as one of the Native representatives, in its
"Reconciliation, Solidarity and Communion Initiative". Ronnie received his Master of Arts
degree in Theology from Concordia University in 1998

Updated from original version published in 1998.

























































