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The Venerable Kateri Tekakwitha

Kateriana obtainable from the
Office of the Vice Postulation
(The Kateri Center)
Box 70, Caughnawaga, P.Q., Canada JOL 1B0

Medals

Aluminum: 5¢ each — 50¢ per dozen.
Pictures (prayers in English or French)

1. Sepia picture of Kateri’s statue by Sculptor E. Brunet, with prayer. 5¢.
; 2. Colored picture by Sister M. Fides Glass, with the prayer in Spanish only. 5S¢
or two.

3. Mother Nealis’ colored picture of Kateri (9%” x 133%4”") for framing. 75¢.
‘Touch Relics

1. Small Kateri pictures with silk applied to relics. 20¢ each.

2. Sepia picture of Kateri’s statue by Sculptor E. Brunet, with prayer. 15¢.
Ceramic Plaque

A four inch square enamel picture of Kateri on mushroom colored tile. By Daniel
Lareau. $2.25 (Limited supply).
Novena (English or French)

In the form of a short biography. 25¢ each.
Statues

Colored 8%4". $3.75.
Books

In English — Kateri Tekakwitha, With a Prefatory Note of John Cardinal Wright, by
Francis X. Weiser, S.J., (Paperback) $2.25; (Hardcover) $4.00.

In English — I am Indian by Gualbert Brunsman, O.S.B. 60¢.

@ 25111 English — Treasure of the Mohawks by Teri Martini, a book for boys and girls.

In French — L’Héroique Indienne Kateri Tekakwitha by Henri Béchard, S.J., $3.50.

In French — Kateri Tekakwitha, vierge mohawk, by Evelyn M. Brown, translated by
Maurice Hébert of the Royal Academy of Canada, illustrated by Simone Hudon-Beaulac.

In French — Kateri, vierge iroquoise, by Pierre Théoret. $2.10.

In French — Kateri Tekakwitha, la petite iroquoise, illustrated album by Agnes
Richomme, $1.00.

In German — Das Mddchen der Mohawks, by Franz Weiser, (Hardcover) $6.00.
In Italian — Caterina Tekakwitha, by Dr. Fernando Bea, 176 pp. $3.00.

In Spanish— (Una India en los Altares? Kateri Tekakwitha de los Mohawks,
by Maria Cecilia Buehrle: $2.25.
Special

In English — The Visions of Bernard Francis de Hoyos, S.J., by Henri Béchard, S.J.,
178 pp., profusely illustrated. $4.00.
Recordings
” sgn Iroquois — Two records (45 rpm), of the Mixed Caughnawaga Choir. For both:

Kateri Seals
A sheet of 36 seals. $1.00.

p Sympathy Cards

You will find the Kateri Sympathy Cards in perfect taste, beautifully printed and very
convenient to have at hand. Try them and see. To the family of the bereaved, the Vice-
Postulator will be happy to send a personal note of sympathy.

One box of twelve cards: $1.00. Each yearly enrollment in the Kateri Guild: $1.00.

Subscription to ‘‘Kateri’’
One dollar a year. Please renew your subscription each year.

N.B. As the postal rates increase, the postal service worsens correspondingly. When you
order material, allow for a delay over which we have no control.

ey D

THE MARTIN ROLL

Five new subscriptions ($5.00) to KATERI
entitle you to enroll ONE of your departed
ones on the Martin Roll. The Roll is now
complete with the names of two hundred
deceased relatives and friends. One hun-
dred Masses will be offered for the repose
of their souls.

Mr. Adrien Goldstein
Mr. Henry Shepf)

Mr. William Muldoon
Mr. James Muldoon
Miss Mary Muldoon
Mr. Alfred Gregoire
Mr. John Melleck

Mrs. Léopold Lamarche
Mrs. Mariam

10. Mr. De Conofel

11. Mrs. De Conofel

12. Miss Annie Gardner

13. Miss Sarah Sawyer

14. Mr. Chris Lee Sawyer
15. Mrs. Louise Jacco

16. Mrs. Ann Lahache Jacco
17. Mr. Jack LeClaire, Sr.
18. Mr. George A. Phelan
19. Dr. Michael E. Bonner
20. Mr. Eugene Larose

21. Mr. Roger Boil

22. Mrs. Roger Boily

23. Mrs. Louise Rice Wells
24. Mrs. Elizabeth Haynes
25. Mr. Leo Page

26. Mr. Alfred Faniel

27. Mrs. Alfred Faniel

28. Mr. John Bates

29. Mr. Roger Parent

30. Mr. Roger Faniel

31. Mrs. Matilde H. Otarte
32. Mrs. Dioniaia P. Pelausa
33. Mr. Emile Desjardins
34. Mr. Robert J. Valentino
35. Miss Maria Arcomano
36. Mr. Jacques Levesque
37. Mrs. F. Faniel-Boivin
38. Mr. Charles M. Luther
39. Mr. Arthur J. Pagano, Sr.
40. Mr. Lawrence Valerio
41. Mrs. Florida J. Gandolf
42. Mrs. S. B. Ouellet

43. Mrs. M. Duhaine-Faniel
44. Miss Charlotte G. Rybicki
45. Mr. Edgar E. Lee |
46. Mr. Philippe Marcellin
47. Mrs. F. Marion-Drouin
48. Mr. Rosaire Bisson

49. Mr. Daniel Kileen

50. Mrs. Evelyn Charles

51. Mrs. Frederick Box

52. Miss Julie Smith

53. Mr. Hector Colpron

54. Mr. Marcil Bisson

55. Mr. Thomas W. Couter
56. Mr. Stanley Baclawski
57. Mrs. Stella Baclawski
58. Mr. Joseph St. Amand
59. Mr. Valderic Jubinville
60. Mrs. Mickey Coleman
61. Mr. Jelence Car

62. Miss Marie A. Donovan
63. Mr. J. E. Amer ROY g
64. Mr. Alexander Baclawski
65. Mr. Henri Beaulieu

66. Miss Augustine Lebeau
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. Mrs. Anne McKinnon
. Mr. John Wallace

. Mr. Frank St. Amand
. Mrs. Cecilia Ayerst

. Miss Mary E. Jones

. Sr. Claire de Marie

. Sr. Berthe Bourassa

Mr. Laurent Sans Cartier

. Mr. Alphonse Denault
. Mr. Eloi Veilleux

. Miss Limina Lavergne
. Mr. Sidney Carleton

Rev. Gilles Plante

. Mr. Lucien Barbeau

. Mrs. Elizabeth Roy

. Mr. George Phelan

. Mr. Arthur Laporte

. Mr. William D. Hanley

Mrs. Lambert Nadeau

. Mrs. Arthur Davis

Mrs. Anna Van de Motter

. Mr. Elmer Bezzo
. Mr. Peter Baratto

Mr. Antonio Molle

. Mrs. Salvatoria Molle
. Mr. Frank J. MacStoker
. Mr. Horace Langevin

Mrs. Hervé Masse

. Rev. Fr. Guinan, O.S.B.
. Mrs. Georgiana Jodoin
. Miss Margaret Ledoux

. Mr. Hector LeBeau

. Mrs. Marie Daviau

. Sister Philothea, N.D.

. Mr. Theodore J. Van de Motter
. Miss Anna Fisher

. Mr. Norman Laplante
. Mr. Edward Laplante
. Mr. Joseph Bedard

Mrs. Katherine Wallace

. Mr. George Bowie

. Mr. Amedée Levesque

. Mr. James V. Kane

. Mr. Edward Griffen

. Mr. Brodie Gatfield

. Mr. Raymond Dworning

Mr. Frank Dworning

. Mr. E. oy
l %rs. C. Bouchard

r. A. Lagacé

. Mr. Emile Meilleur

Mr. Zenon Trempe

. Mr. René Tardy

. Mr. William Campbelton
. Mr. Michael Valentino

. Miss Blanche Gagné

. Mr. Ludger Savard

Mrs. D. Phaneuf

. Mrs. Tancréde Desjardins
. Mr. Alexis LeBouthillier
. Mr. Stefan Semetkoski

. Mr. Andrew Doucette

. Mrs. A. Gervais

. Mr. Ernest V. Squire

. Mrs. Jean Joseph Simard
. Mr. Gaudoise Parent

. Miss Josephine Hiebner

Mr. Réal Bellefleur

. Mr. Auguste Bellefleur

Mr. Gaston Bellefleur

. Mr. Eugene Bellefleur

. Mr. Edgar Bellefleur

. Mr. Conrad Bellefleur

. Mr. Ovide Martin

. Mr. Vincent Redman, Jr.
. Mr. Alphonse Pomerleau
. Mrs. Célina Labonté

. Mr. Félix Grenier

. Mr. George Turner

. Mrs. George Turner




OUR_SUBSCRIPTION CAMPAIGN

Our Subscription Campaign is well under way. For the hundredth issue
of Kateri (June, 1974), we are appealing to all our friends and subscribers
for help in spreading devotion to the Iroquois Maiden by finding 10,000 news
subscribers to the Kateri quarterly. The subscription rates have not changed
since 1949, and | do not intend to change them: $1.00 a year, which, how-
ever, does not cover the printing and postage costs. The new readers to
whom you will have introduced Kateri will learn to know, love and, through
their prayers, hasten the beatification of the “New Star of the New World.”

Seventh Quarterly Instalment

147. Mr. Clyde J. Redoutey 174. Mr. Wilfrid Neville

148. Miss Marcella J. Lynch 175. Mr. Alfred Gagnon

149. Rev. Jules V. Pelchat 176. Mr. Donat Gagnon

150. Mr. Michael Gruesanburu 177. Mr. Wilfred Picard

151. Mr. Charles Flamien 178. Dr. Leo A. Kane

152. Mr. Leo R. Guilbault 179. Mr. Manuel Cervello
153. Mrs. A. Monty 180. Mr. Russell Terrance
154. Miss Lauretta Parent 181. Mr. Alex Dupuis

155. Mr. W. Lémec 182. Mrs. Claire David Laurin
156. Mr. Thadée Léger 183. Mr. Jean-Pierre Provost
157. Mr. Frank Marchese 184. Mr. E. Dumont

158. Mr. Don Marchese 185. Mr. Leopold Periard
159. Mr. John Philip Daman 186. Miss Adelais Hodgins
160. Mr. J. Gérard Lemay 187. Mr. Joseph Merriman
161. Mr. Marcel Chiasson 188. Mr. Eugeéne Larose

162. Mr. George Beaulieu 189. Mr. Ulric Préville

163. Miss Constance Baraca 190. Mrs. Ulric Préville

164. Miss Margaret Cansler 191. Mr. Edwin A. Evans, Sr.
165. Mr. Dawber 192. Miss Maude Eberl

166. Mr. T. Ganon 193. Mr. Joseph A. Wells

167. Miss E. Dunlop 194. Mr. Kuruvilla Nedumthurthil
168, Miss Alois Szymonowski 195. Mr. Carl Weschcke

169. Mrs. Jean Paul Ethier 196. Mr. Frank Faculjak

170. Mr. Maurice Flibotte 197. Mr. Joseph Robidoux
171. Mr. Lucien Labadie 198. Mr. Moise Robidoux
172. Mrs. Rita Newberry 199. Mr. Florent Robidoux
173. Mrs. Omer Lemay 200. Mr. Ernest Grenier

The Jean Gouastraha Roll
The new Roll begins with the names of the following Faithful Departed: Mr. Wilfred
Rancourt, Mr. Antonio Tesolin, Mrs. Josephine Gomulski, Mr. David Agazzi, Miss Mary
Callan, Mr. Joseph Gariepy, Mrs. Mary Jane Sullivan, Mr. Angus T. Montour, Mr. Frederick
Vienneau, Mr. Germain O. Savoie, Mrs. Marguerite Savoie, Mr. Thomas Laforce, Mrs.
Alexandre Poirier and Mr. Filippe Guillemet.

For Katerilike Folks

You will enjoy Father Emile Briére's new book, For Uncomplicated Christians. As Catherine
Doherty put it, this is ‘‘a book for everyman.’' In short, terse chapters, the Author shows
us the way to ‘‘the tremendous reality and power of God in us and for us.” This is a work,
which Kateri, had she been able to read, would have enjoyed up to the hilt, for it speaks
of the power of love. The tremendous power of love, of which we are all too little aware.
To cap it all, For Uncomplicated Christians is beautifully printed and illustrated. Order your
hardcover copy ($3.95 plus postage) from the Author himself at

Madonna House Apostolate
Combermere, Ontario
Canada KO0J 1LO

PAYETTE RADIO LTD.

730 ST. JAMES W. MONTREAL 3

Forward Sr. P. Pigeon, Alexander, Ont.

F. Croteau, Biddeford,Me. A. Muscarello, Brooklyn, N.Y.

A. Redoutey, Detroit, Mich. E. Baclawski, Ansonia, Ct.

J. Marchese, Gretna, La. W. Stacey, Brooklyn, N.Y.

E. McGuire, So. Porcupine, Ont. 1. Sinapi, Woodhaven, N.Y.

E. Cote, Jaffrey, N.H. L. Sweeney, Montreal, P.Q.

M. Tlerney, Clinton, Mass. M. Cervello, Kansas City, Mo.

N. Kane, Brownsburg P.Q. J. Lazore, St. Regis, P.Q.

D. Westfall, Phoenix, Ariz. C. Gallant, Windsor, Ont.

M. Guesanburu, Jordon, Mont. Rev. R. McKeon, Syracuse, N.Y.
R. Peltier, Wikwemikong, Ont. L. Martin, Biddeford, Me.

K. Mancuso, Niagara Falls, N.Y. P. Reilly, Chicago, IIl. ;
S. Phillips, Caughnawaga P.Q. A. Wargo, Cleveland Heights, Ohio
G. Delaronde, Caughnawaga, P.Q. S. Minotas, Euclid, Ohio

B. Wilbur, Martville, N.Y. D. Scott, Cleveland, Ohio

J. Berberich, Kitchener, Ont. M. Borowski, Detroit, Mich.

A. Carriére, Tecumseh, Ont.
Bro. A. Bertrand, Alfred, Ont.
A. Dickie, Combermere, Ont.

J. Woeber, Bakersfield, Calif.
Sr. M. Dumesnil, St. Vital, Man.

Rev.. H. Cunniff, Dorchester, Mass.

M. Kerwin, Rochester, N.Y.

E. Mitchell, Enfield, Conn.

G. Murch, Northampton, Mass.
G. Mickley, Loudonville, N.Y.
G. Marion, Caughnawaga, P.Q.
E. Brennan, Windsor, Ont.

R. O'Rorke, Detroit, Mich.

W. Dickey, Altoona, Pa.

C. Duggan, Brlghton Mass.
Msgr. J. Vogelweid, Jefferson, Mo.
S. Marchese, Gretna, La.

R. Myers, New York, N.Y.

H. DeVarennes, Quebec, P.Q.
K. Bernard, Necedan, Wi.

A. Meyers, Sandusky, Ohio

H. Sawyer, Garden City, Mich.
M. Cook, St. Regis, P.Q.

T. Lipscomb, Springfield, Tenn.
J. Magee, Wixom, Mich.

G. Marion, Caughnawaga, P.Q.
J. Nesom, Laval, P.Q.

M. Gatllng Norfolk Vi.

M. Whalen, Chlcago 11l

G. Borduas, Biddeford, Me.
Sr. C. Burke, Toronto, Ont.

Sr. M. Winifred, Rochester, Minn,
J. C. Sobczak, Toledo, Ohio

P. Creagh, Montreal, P.Q.

S. Woolgar, Verdun, P.Q.

1. Bineau, Simi, Calif.

A. Cardenzone, Brooklyn, N.Y.
R. Cross, Caughnawaga, P.Q.
A. Ketchum, Glens Falls, N.Y.
L. Zetter, Hanover, Ont.

W. Turnbache, Hazelton, Pa.
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M. Kronenwetter, St. Marys, Pa.
K. Evans, Montreal, P.Q.

M. Merriman, Montreal North, P.Q.
M. Kuruvilla, Montreal, P.Q.

M. Dopkins, River Falls, Wis.

H. Faculjak, Wauwatosa, Wis.

J. Barba, Kansas City, Mo.

J. Santon, Taylor, Mich.

A. Cyr, Fredericton, N.B.

E. McGuire, So. Porcupine, Ont.
C. Rancourt, Fords, N.J.

Sr. P. Roddy, Toronto, Ont.

M. Fitzpatrick, St. Louis, Mo.

. McGee, Potsdam, N.Y.

. White, Caughnawaga P.Q.
Prlmeau Lachine, P.Q.

v G Zandm Silver Spring, Md.
. Panfil, Grand Rapids, Mich.

. Doucet, Weymouth, N.S
"Dube, Woonsocket, R.I.
A. Dems Rosemont, P.Q.

J. Scozzi, Erie, Pa.

K. Ewing, Richardson, Tex.
N. Martin, Biddeford, Me.
C. Cosgrove, Biddeford, Me.
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KATERI

Box 70
Caughnawaga, P.Q.
Canada JOL 1BO
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FROM ROME, the Reverend Father
Paul Molinari, S.J.,

Postulator General for the cause of the
Venerable Kateri Tekakwitha, writes:

“The idea of launching a Prayer Campaign to
hasten Kateri’s beatification seems to me truly
excellent, and I hope with all my heart that
these prayers will obtain for us the miracles
that are needed for Kateri’s beatification. ..
...Naturally I shall take part in your Prayer
Campaign...”

How many written promises

of one daily Our Father

and or/one daily Hail Mary

to hasten Kateri's Beatification
has the Kateri Center received?
Exactly 10,296

At Ieasi'are needed !

Fill out the following form
and rush it to:

The Kateri Center

Box 70

Caughnawaga, P.Q., Canada

MY PLEDGE TO KATERI Date

I, the undersigned, pledge to offer up each day one Our
Father and/or one Hail Mary until the second duly verified
miracle needed for Kateri’s beatification is obtained.

CltySor“Townits . 7: .- Poi . Fasp el R E = ool 0 i i

BrovinceforsState 1o 0. i Zip or Zone Code .................

KATERI, No. 99 Vol. 25, No. 2

AIM

1. Our quarterly bulletin, Kateri, published by the Kateri Center, intends
to help you obtain favors both temporal and spiritual through the intercession
of the Venerable Kateri Tekakwitha. It is hoped her Beatification will thereby
be hastened.

2. It aims to increase the number of Kateri’s friends and to procure from them
at least one daily Hail Mary for her Beatification.

3. It seeks also your donations, for without them practically nothing can he
done to make Kateri known and to have the important favors attributed to her
intercession examined and approved.

CONTENTS

Each issue of “ Kateri ” contains :

1. One or several pages on Kateri’s life and virtues:
2. News from Kateri’s friends everywhere;

3. The account of favors due to her intercession;

4

. News concerning the Indians of America, with special reference to the
Caughnawagas and their friends.

BENEFITS

Your contribution ($1.00 a year, or more, if possible) enrolls you among
“Kateri’s Friends” for whom:

1. A weekly Mass is offered;

2. The Vice-Postulator prays at his daily Mass;

3. As benefactors of the Society of Jesus, 190,000 masses are offered
annually;

4. The spiritual treasure of the good works of the Society of Jesus is
opened;
5. Extra graces are merited by working for Kateri’s Beatification.

MARCH 1974

Published with Approbation of the Ordinary and Permission of Superiors

Second Class Mail Registration Number 0854
Copyright by the Rev. Henri Béchard, S.J., Vice-Postulator.
Legal Deposit — Quebec National Library
CAUGHNAWAGA, P.Q., CANADA JOL 1B0
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EACH NEW MOON

HASTA LA VISTA, AMIGOS!
OPE PAUL VI recently canoniz-
ed Sister Theresa of Jesus
Jornet Ibars, the foundress of the
Little Sisters of the Aged and
Neglected. She died in 1897 and was
beatified in 1957. The study of new
miracles obtained through her inter-
cession was undertaken in Rome in
1961, and she was canonized this
year.

My point is the following. How
is it that the Spaniards so quickly
obtain the miracles from their Ser-
vants of God whose virtues have
been declared heroic? Are their
prayers simpler, more ardent than
ours? Not necessarily. The one dif-
ference between the Spaniards and
us, is that many, many more of them
join in prayer than we do for the
purpose of obtaining miracles.

Kateri’s friends who flood the
Kateri Center with their welcome
and encouraging letters do pray and
pray well. Three years ago, the
Kateri Pledge Prayer Campaign was
started with the million mark of a
daily Our Father and/or Hail Mary
as its objective. Ten thousand such
pledges have come in. With a mil-
lion prayers rising daily to the

Throne of God, don’t you think
that the miracle we need for Kateri’s
beatification would be well on its
way to accomplishment?

On the occasion of the Holy
Year, and just now of Lent and the
Easter Season, I call upon all
Kateri's devotees to multiply their
efforts. What we need are one mil-
lion Kateri fans. Let’s go Spanish
and get them. Hasta la vista, amigos!

THE HUNDREDTH ISSUE

A worker doing his best during the
construction of the St. Lawrence Seaway.
Kateri’s friends belong to another class of
workers.

Come June, Kateri will have
reached its hundredth issue. For
twenty-five years, this quarterly has
been furthering Kateri’s beatifi-
cation. Our Subscription Campaign
which was launched in 1972, has
brought in 1624 new subscribers.
With the eighth installment of the
Subscription Campaign would it be
possible to attain the 10,000 target?

DID YOU KNOW THAT...

The Civil Liberties Union in
Canada is not interested in the right
to life of unborn children? Surpris-
ed? Across the border, this same
association is waging an out and out
war against restrictions on abortion
and sterilization, including a cam-

Siigles

TINY HUMAN FEET AT TEN WEEKS, perfectly formed. (With permission Handbook
on Abortion, Wilke, Hiltz Pub. Co., Cincinnati, Ohio 455224.)

paign to force Catholics to provide
abortion and sterilization services.

It is

1. Suing public hospitals that
refuse to perform abortions;

2. Suing private hospitals that
refuse to allow abortions;

3. Challenging state laws restrict-
ing abortions;

4. Challenging Congress by a
““grassroots campaign” to influence
legislators, and by fighting existing
laws such as the “conscience clause”
amendment to the 1974 Public
Health Act.

Kateri’s friends are invited to
keep a watchful eye on the Civil
Union’s activities and inactivities,
and to challenge them by Ietter,
telephone, and telegram. The cons-
tant effort this will take, offer up
for Kateri's beatification.

PRO-LIFE MATERIALS
by Dr. and Mrs. J. C. Willke

HANDBOOK ON ABORTION
This pocketbook in 25 short chapters, 500
questions and answers has become the
‘bible” of those seeking facts for the
case for the unborn. Single copy $1.25
post paid.

ABORTION, HOW IT IS!
Two cassette tapes, 4 sides, with 18 inte-
grated color slides. A strikingly effective
presentation, For use in schools, adult
meetings, or for your own information.
With colored slides $19.95, with film-
strips $15.95.

LIFE OR DEATH

(Also available, Spanish edition)

100 copies ...@ 10¢ plus postage
1,000 copies.
5,000 copies.
10,000 copies.

25,000 copies.

@ 6.0¢ plus postage
from

HILTZ PUBLISHING CO.
6304 Hamilton Ave.
Cincinnati, Ohio 45224

© 1972, Dr. and Mrs. J. C. Willke
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o Kateri’s smile upon you, Mr. and Mrs. M. W. !

It was nine years ago that we paid a visit to the
Mission of Saint-Francois-Xavier and were deeply im-
pressed by it... We would like to return to see it again
in the future. (God willing of course). We recite a decade
of the rosary daily in honor of the Venerable Kateri, so
that she may be canonized soon. We ask her intercession
Sl? very many, many times and she always seems to answer
them.

My husband was self-employed for many years until
the first part of June; then one of his most valued cus-
tomers sold their business and that left my husband to
look for a job... It was not easy, especially when one is
sixty-two years old and near retirement. He just can't
retire as he has no pension or the like. To make a long
story short, we prayed to Kateri so that he might find
work, and he did. He promised to send the enclosed
fifteen dollars in thanksgiving... (Minneapolis, Minn.)

Kateri’s smile upon you, Mrs. C. C., Jr. !

Enclosed you will find six dollars to further the cause
of Kateri. In our prayers, we appealed for Kateri's inter-
cession a couple of Sundays ago, when our daughter was
very ill with chicken pox and I had a cough from a cold
that made it difficult to get my breath. No doctor was
called in either case — just our prayers for Kateri’s help.
My husband had taken a friend, J. McG. of Platts-
burgh, N.Y., to the half past ten o’clock Mass at Caughna-
waga that very morning, and they were so very sorry to
have just missed Father Weiser. We pray daily for your
cause...’. (Champlain, N.Y.)

Kateri’s smile upon you, Miss A. M. !

I'm sending ten dollars for Kateri’'s cause — I had a
scaly rash on my forehead for almost a year. I prayed to
Kateri to get rid of it. She did. (I'm sending her the
doctors fee.) (Kansas City, Mo.)

Kateri’s smile upon you, Mr, L. F. !

Many thanks to God through Kateri for surgery just
in time to avoid very serious cancer. Also, for our sons
and daughters, grandsons and granddaughters, and all the
others who helped us giving their time, their prayers,
riding to the hospital and back. (Cambridge, Mass.)

(When acknowledging favors to Kateri, be sure to indicate details.)

IS 1,

o Kateri’s smile upon you, Mrs. M. A. !

I am enclosing a check for thirty dollars for Kateri’s
cause along with many thanks to Kateri for another big
favor received. We started out on a long trip this summer
to visit our married children. We were just barely out of
our own Province, when we began to have car troubles.
My husband talked of turning back, as no mechanic along
the highway seemed to know what was wrong with the
car. But we were expected and didn’t want to disappoint
our children.

We began to pray to Kateri, and asked for her help,
with my promise that if we finished our trip safely and
without any more car troubles, I would write in detail, to
the mission what had happened.

We slowly made it to a large city and passed several
service stations without stopping. On impulse, my hus-
band turned into one station and spoke to a mechanic.
He in turn called three other men and laughingly told us
we were lucky as it was raining mechanics that day. The
four men studied the situation, decided what was wrong,
sent one man out to get a part, and, in one hour, we were
off to a beautiful trip with not one bit of trouble. My hus-
band, my daughter, and I, all know that Kateri was
responsible for our turning into that special service
station.

My two youngest sons are also off on a six weeks’
vacation and I placed them in Kateri’s hands, before they
left. I expect them back home this week; they've had a
wonderful trip and I know they will return safely.
Thanks again Kateri! You have found a new friend in
my young daughter. (Winnipeg, Man.)

Kateri’s smile upon you, Mr. P. T. !

To my dear little angel, Kateri: I enclose twenty
dollars to cover up what I am behind in for my subscrip-
tion dues. The rest is to Kateri for a favor. I was very
seriously sick. I prayed and now I am well. I am still
praying for my wife. She was very ill, too, but now she is
a little better, thanks to Kateri's great help. Please pray
for us. (Cornwall Island, Ont.)

Kateri‘s smile upon you, Miss A. O. ! )
Enclosed please find an offering in honor of Kateri,
for help in the sale of my house. (Chicago, I11.)
(When acknowledging favors to Kateri, be sure to indicaie details.)
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An Easter Lily — The Lily of the Mohawks, Venerable Kateri Tekakwitha

PINXIT LE ROY H. APPLETON

IRODOUOIAN MYTHOLOGY
THE "CREATION” STORY

Francis X. Weiser, S.J.

PREFACE

The following articles give a short account of Iroquoian traditions
concerning the origin of the earth and of humanity. As with all ancient
peoples who did not have a system of formal writing, such verbal tradition
produced a number of additions and variations; the original content and
meaning, however, remains clearly recognizable. There also appeared
elements occasioned by outside events and influences. They joined the
primary tradition like rivers flowing into a mighty stream and becoming
united with it. One example of such later acculturation is the charming
report on the creation of White Man. This detail was, of. course, inserted
only after the Europeans had arrived. The Iroquois, with their high
intelligence and keen powers of reasoning, soon discovered logical answers
to some of their puzzling problems in the accounts of Christian teachings.
During the 17th and 18th centuries they gradually molded various incidents
of the Bible story very skillfully into their ancient tradition, without,
however, abandoning their own ancient beliefs and convictions (except for
those tribal members who became Christians).

The old Iroquoian cosmology (explanation of the world) is a fasci-
nating attempt at presenting in the language of mythology desired and
satisfying answers to the problems of man’s existence, of nature’s mani-
festations, of good and evil, etc. This attempt produced a keenly intelligent
and logical structure of narration that is far superior to the crude, often
irrational and incoherent mythologies of many other primitive cultures.

Our report is based on scientific editions of Mohawk, Onondaga and
Seneca texts, published with interlinear verbatim translation and an accurate
version in the modern English idiom. (See the bibliography at the end of
the series).

The following account gives but a short survey of the essential and
most interesting details of the Iroquoian creation story. A complete presen-
tation of all available textual versions, with their innumerable narrative
details and variations, would fill several volumes. Still, it is hoped that
even this modest survey will accomplish the purpose for which it was
written: to inspire the reader with respect and sincere admiration for the
splendid cultural heritage of the great people who form the famous
confederation of the Six Nations of the Iroquois.

(Explanatory notes and comments of the author are placed in brackets).
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PART |: BEGINNINGS OF THE EARTH

THE ANCIENTS

!
&

i
—

Before the earth came into
existence there was only the
sky in the heavens, and far
below it an immense expanse
of water. On the upper side
of the firmament lived the
“Ancients.” They were person-
beings [onkwe] of human
shape and character, endowed
with marvellous gifts of life,
knowledge, power and magic
faculties. Actually, whatever
we men are and do is but a
communication of their oren-
¢ da [life-force} and a modest
imitation of their customary
behavior. However, sickness,
death and other evils were as
yet unknown in the upper
Rev. Francis X. Weiser, S.J. world.
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The Ancients had houses
and villages. Beans and Indian corn grew in abundance.
Grass, trees and flowers covered the land. Sun, moon and
stars did not yet exist. Light came from a magic tree that
stood beside the house of the Great Chief. Its radiant white
blossoms illumined the whole upper world. At certain inter-
vals these blossoms closed, so it grew dark, and the Ancients
lay down to sleep.

Besides the man-persons there also were animal-persons
up there. [The Indians attributed to all living things a “per-
sonality” according to their respective orenda]. The chiefs of
the animals were: the Great Beaver, the Great Moose, the
Great Squirrel — and so on. They still are the Great Chiefs
of all animals on earth who belong to their species. They
gladly consented to have some of their children killed by the
Ancients, to be used for food, clothing and medicine. There
was, however, no vicious, ugly or harmful animal in the upper
world.

R

THE SPOUSE OF THE CHIEF. ; ; \

One day it happened that the great chief “ ;s
of the Ancients summoned a girl-person
from a distant village. When she arrived he | «
forthwith made her work. She had to shell /f
corn, pound it, and stir the meal in boiling  _>
water. The hot mush spattered her body and [
burned her skin, but she endured the pain| §#
without flinching. Thereupon he said: /! / ‘
‘Verily, it is true that thou desirest to marry . SEad o the
me. So, now, thou and I do marry.” Chief

They lived together in his house, and she performed all
the chores that customarily a married woman must do. How-
ever, they did not sleep together, but separately, each on his
own mat. After some time the chief noticed that the life of
his spouse had changed. {Among the Iroquois the phrase “a
woman'’s life is changed” indicated her pregnancy]. He did
not know what had caused her condition, and he marvelled
about it. Soon it became quite evident that the girl would
give birth to a child. Neither of them knew how this had come
to pass. {The myth makes it quite clear: pregnancy was
caused by a mysterious influence of the chief’s orenda upon
her. The Onondaga version ascribes the conception to his
breath when they talked together].

Soon afterwards the chief fell ill. He had never been
miserable before. When he grew worse, all the Ancients
gathered in order to find out what kind of thing his soul
desired. {The Iroquoian tribes ascribed illness to subcon-
scious cravings which had to be divined by dreams or queston-
ing. Once these cravings were recognized and fulfilled, the
affliction would cease. This belief represents a startling
anticipation of our modern psychoanalytical practice. — The
chief’s illness was obviously brought on by feelings of jeal-
ousy and suspicion concerning his wife].

_ For three days many Ancient-persons guessed and ques-
tioned, but without success. Finally, a medicine man whisper-
ed to him: “Your soul desires that this woman-person, your
spouse, must leave the upper world and never return.” He
also advised him how this should be carried out. The chief
answered: “You have divined it! I am grateful; for now,
verily, the whole matter has become clear.”

_ Thereupon he ordered the man-beings to pull the light-
giving tree out of the ground. They labored with great effort,

=ifisd




each man grasping one of the roots, until it was lifted up and
laid on the grass. A large, deep hole gaped where the tree
had stood. In the presence of all the Ancients the chief had
himself carried out, and his wife went with him. He reclined
on his mat at the rim of the hole and looked down into it.
Then he said to the girl: “Now do thou look down into the
abyss.” She obeyed; and as she knelt there, bending forward
to stare into the opening, he quickly raised himself and
pushed her down.

She had hardly disappeared when he gave orders to
lower the tree back into the hole. While this was being done
he rose and said: “Now, verily, I have become myself again;
I am well again.” And immediately the illness left him.

THE GREAT TURTLE

The girl was frightened as she fell through the long, dark
tunnel of the hole. But when she reached its end, it suddenly
grew light; she had left the underside of the firmament and
found herself in the wide, open space underneath the sky. Far
below lay an immense expanse of blue water [the ocean].
Soon she saw many little things that moved around like tiny
canoes — all kinds of water animals.

A duck, looking up at the sky, saw her. He quickly called
a meeting of all animal-persons living in the water, to con-
sider how they could help this female man-being that came
falling down from heaven. “We must save her from drown-
ing,” they all agreed.

“Slie needs some ground on which she can stand,” said
the loon. Thereupon the turtle suggested: “I think I shall float
on the surface, and on my back she will be secure.”

Next, they decided to meet her in the air and bring her
safely down to the turtle. At once hundreds of them — ducks,
geese, herons, cranes, and many other birds — rose up and
flew toward her. They spread out their wings and skillfully
caught her, slowing the rapid fall. Thus, reclining on their
bodies, she pleasantly floated through the clouds.

Meanwhile the otter said: “We must put some soil on thg
back of the turtle, so she will not slide down into the water.
Immediately many water animals started diving to bring up

e G

some earth [mud]} from the bottom of the great water.
However, none of them was able to reach the ground. At last
the muskrat dove. When he appeared again after a long
while, he was dead from drowning; but he had reached the
bottom, and there was some mud in his paws and inside his
mouth. The other animals spread it over the back of the
turtle; it quickly dried and became fertile soil.

And so the water-fowl set her gently down upon the
turtle. Now, through the magic power of the Ancients in the
maiden’s orenda, the turtle suddenly grew and grew to a
marvellous size in every direction, until it lay in the midst of
the great water as firm land, on which we now live. Grass
and plants and trees appeared on the vast plains. However,
humans or animals did not yet exist in this lower world
[except, of course, the water animals].

Verily, this is how the earth came to be. And for this
reason we still call it the Great Turtle [Raniate gowa].

THE TWINS

The woman-being from the upper world lived in a hut
that was thatched with grasses. Every day she found her
food ready — meat, corn and vegetables — sent through the
magic power of the Ancients from above.

Finally the day arrived that she should give birth. Her
child was a girl-being, cheerful, happy and healthy; she had,
of course, the orenda of the upper world. For this reason she
grew very quickly and achieved in a a short time what it takes
humans many years to attain. Soon she was a grown maiden.
One day a male-being approached her at the rim of the forest.
He was young and handsome. “Will you marry me?” he asked.

“I'll have to ask my mother first,” she answered. So she
ran home and reported what had happened to her, describing
the appearance of the stranger. Thereupon the mother said:
“Yes, I think he is the one you should marry.” She went back
and gave him the message. He stayed with her that evening;
but they did not sleep together. He laid an arrow down
beside her. After a while he took it up again and left her,
saying: “I shall not return.” Indeed, she never saw him again.

Then, verily, the life of the maiden was changed. It did
not last long, and she gave birth to male twins. The man who
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had put the arrow at her side, was no other than the person-
being of the Great Turtle {the earth]. Thus the twins had a
twofold orenda: the magic powers of the upper world
{through their mother]}, and magic power over the earth
{through their father].

Now it happened that these two boy children were utterly
different in body and spirit. One — the first to be born — was
a beautiful child with warm, tender flesh and a cheerful,
friendly and noble character. The other was ugly, harsh and
unpleasant. His flesh was cold and hard like stone. On his
head he wore a ridge of horrible flint like the comb of a
cock. His heart was vicious, deceitful and selfish. He started
quarrelling even before he was born. Despite his brother’s
well-meant admonition he insisted on leaving the mother’s
body by a way of his own choice. Thus the good son was
born the natural way, like all children, and his mother did
not suffer. The evil brother, however, climbed upwards in the
mother’s body, until he came out in her armpit. The flint on
his head tore her flesh and ruptured her heart. Having killed
his mother, he emerged laughing with malicious glee.

As the twins lay in the grass beside their dead mother,
the spouse of the great Chief of the Ancients came out of the
hut and stared with amazement at them. Then she squatted
down to awaken her daughter from sleep; but gradually she
realized that the young woman was dead. She rose and faced
the twins. “I am your grandmother, the Ancient One,” she
said. “Which one of you has destroyed her orenda?”

At this the ugly twin cried: “I am Tawiskaron [Ice,
Flint}; and it was not I who killed her.” His brother said: “I
am called Oterontonnia [the Sprouting One, the Sapling].
Truly, I did not destroy her life, but he did it.” Thus they
contradicted each other. The grandmother believed Tawis-
karon because he shouted more violently. She seized Oteron-
tonnia and with all her might threw him far away over the
land. Then she took Tawiskaron into her arms, entered the
house and fed him. It was wonderful indeed, how much she
loved him.

Later she went out again to the place where her dead
daughter lay. The corpse glowed brightly from the light of
the upper world; she had brought it down in the womb of
the mother. Now the Ancient One cut off her head. Then she
took the body and placed it high up on the tree next to her
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lodge; the head, too, she tied to a branch lower down. “Now,
verily,” she said, “the body shall illuminate the surroundings
of my house by day, and the head similarly during the night.
We two, my grandson and I, shall ever be supplied with this
light. No other persons shall use it, only the two of us.” And
so it came to pass; the body cast its bright light over the
place by day; then it faded away, and the head illuminated
the darkness with its mild shine.

THARONHIAWAGON

Oterontonnia, the good and noble twin, was not dead.
After flying a long time through the air he gently dropped
on a heavy patch of soft moss without being injured in an
way. In that place he stayed. Every morning he found a bar
dish with tasty food next to where he slept. He drank water
from a nearby well. And so he quickly grew strong, tall and
powerful. Soon he was a young man and began to wander
across the land.

Meanwhile Tawiskaron, too, had grown very quickly into
a big and strong youth. His body ofg stone was exceedingl
hard. Despite his bad manners and selfish ways his grand-
mother never scolded or corrected him. She spoiled him
continuously and fulfilled all his wishes.

One day it happened that Oterontonnia came to the
house of his brother and grandmother. She was amazed and
shocked when she saw him, for she had considered him dead
and feared his revenge. But he felt no hatred; indeed, he was
happy to see her again. He hoped she would receive him with
kindness and love.

The Ancient One disguised her feelings; she greeted him
and said: “You shall eat with us this evening and sleep in
our lodge. However, tomorrow you will have to leave again,
because there is not enough food for the three of us.” Her
word made him sad, but he said nothing and remained
friendly.

Before going to sleep the twin brothers sat near the fire
conversing, as men customarily do in the evening. Oteron-
tonnia said: “I shall undertake a great task that has been
given to me. The orenda of the upper world will be commu-
nicated, in various and lesser degrees, to the person-beings
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that are to inhabit the lower world. First, however, I must
prepare the earth for them. Everything will be made ready
in goodness and perfect order. When I shall have accom-
plished all things I shall ascend to the Ancients from where
our mother had come down in the womb of the grandmother.
With both hands I hold on to the upper world.”

Smiling maliciously, Tawiskaron answered: “Thou hast
no sense. Why not stay here? This lower world is good enough
for me. I do not think of great and good deeds. On the
contrary, I shall do whatever pleases me, especially if it
harms und hurts the beings that are going to live here.
Verily, I have no desire to go up to the Ancients. The peace
and harmony that reigns up there does not suit me.”

And so it came that Oterontonnia, the noble brother,
received the name Tharonhiawakon [He grasps the sky]. By
this name we still customarily honor and venerate him.

[The figures of the Twins are mythological personifi-
cations of good and evil in the world. Tharonhiawakon repre-
sents life, light, summer, warmth, growth, fertilty, health
and order in nature, also kindness, love and goodness among
humans. He is inspired from above to perform the great task,
in which his ‘father’, the Great Turtle — personification of
the earth — helps him. — Tawiskaron, the ugly and evil one,
has no commission from above but carries out his harmful
plans on account of his own free will. For this malicious
purpose he uses the magic powers of his descent from the
Ancients. In all things he represents the very opposite of his
brother’s work and intentions: death, darkness, winter, cold,
destruction, disease, hatred, malice and fear. But he cannot
entirely prevail over his brother. Tharonhiawakon is the
stronger one; he produces everything that is good on earth
and wards off, restricts, corrects Tawiskaron’s harmful activ-
ity. Hence, for instance, the recurring victory of summer,
warmth, light and growth over winter, cold, ice, darkness and
autumnal death in nature.

The interplay of these two elementary forces, with their
resulting consequences, constitute the main subject of the
Iroquoian myth. It is a dramatic narrative that reveals many
startling insights, not only into smaller details of human
conditions, but above all into the deepest problems that
humanity has pondered throughout its whole existence.]

(To be continued.)
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o Kateri’s smile upon you, Mrs, R. M. !

I really enjoyed my visit to the Kateri Center this
summer! It was years since I had visited it with my
husband. He was killed five years after we were married,
but I have a son and now four grandchildren who are a
oy.

JIny February, I lost my position, and after my visit to
the Shrine of Tekakwitha, I prayed to her to find one for
me, also to heal a painful back. She did help my back and
shortly after I was offered a temporary position. It is only
two days-a week teaching typing to some people whom a
company wishes to promote to better positions. True, it is
temporary, but it was a boost to my morale and now I
have been offered a similar position two nights a week,
to begin in January in a very fine school. I will be a sort
of free lance teacher to them. I am indeed very grateful.
Now I am praying to stay the cataracts on my sister’s
eyes and for my son’s health.

After reading in your little booklet of all the favors
people have received through the intercession of Tekak-
witha, I decided to pray to her and again, I'm very
grateful. Please remember me and mine in your prayers.
Thank you. (New York, N.Y.)

% Kateri's smile upon you, Mrs, C. W. !
Inclosed find five dollars in thanksgiving for favors
received. I asked Kateri to intercede for me, that my
X-rays turn out all right. The doctor found nothing wrong.
Though I'm still in his care I'm trusting for a continuance
of her intercession. My name being Catherine I've always
prayed to Kateri not really knowing her but praying to
know her better. About six months ago I was given an
issue of Kateri and made my pledge. Another prayer
answered. I'm so very grateful and looking forward to
Kateri's beatification. (Hamburg, N.Y.)

o Kateri’s smile upon you, Mrs L. P. ! %
I am sending a ten-dollar money order for Kateri’s Cause
for a favor received. As I have been a diabetic for several
years, my eyes were operated and I could not see for three
months. Thanks to Kateri, I have now regained my eye-
sight. Another favor, my husband went back to work at
his regular job after a misunderstanding. Thanks again,
dear Kateri! (Biddeford, Me.)

(When acknowledging favors to Kateri, be sure to indicate details.)
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Kateri’s smile upon you, Mr, S. M. !

I have a strong feeling that the reciting of the Lord’s
prayer for the prompt beatification of Kateri had much
to do with the successful open heart surgery performed
on my wife last May... Please apply a portion of the
enclosed toward the subscription cost of the Kateri
publication for 1974. .. (Euclid, Ohio.)

Kateri’s smile upon you, Mrs, A.R. !
My son-in-law was out of work and jobs are not plentiful,
even with a trade. I prayed Kateri, which I do every day,
but this time. I prayed a little harder. Last Monday, he
went around all the employment places without any luck,
but at the last one, they hired him. I know Kateri did it,
so here is the small offering I had promised. . .
(Portland, Me.)
Kateri’s smile upon you, Mr. and Mrs. S. P. !
Enclosed find a money order for twenty-five dollars to
use as you see fit. It is in thanksgiving for the successful
summer we had in our new business. We just know that
Kateri must care for us and is sending customers our
way. We hope to soon be able to send another donation. . .
(Revere, Pa.)
Kateri’s smile upon you, Mrs. L. Z. !
Enclosed please find two dollars for two new sub-
scriptions to your Kateri publication. This is in thanks-
giving for a favor I received. My son bought a house and
it was not what he thought, so he had to get rid of it.
Thanks to Kateri, he did, and with no expense to him. ..
(Hanover, Ont.)
Kateri’s smile upon you, Mrs. C. S. !
When my mother was in the hospital and very sick,
I promised Kateri twenty dollars. I prayed to God and
Kateri. Today my mother is in fine health. Kateri is a
good friend, she always helps me. I'm adding ten dollars
for a test on me that came back 0.K.  (Brooklyn, N.Y.)

Kateri’s smile upon you, Miss M. G. !

I am enclosing a check for six dollars — five in
thanksgiving for a favor received — a transfer to another
city was feared, but did not come to pass — and one to
renew my subscription to Kateri. I say a prayer every
night to hasten Kateri’s beatification and shall continue
to do so. (Montreal, P.Q.)

(When acknowledging favors to Kateri, be sure to indicate details.)
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ST. FRANCIS MISSION
RELIES ON KATERI'S
INTERCESSION

Bernard D. Fagan, S.J.

In the heart of Sioux country midst
the plains of South Dakota at St. Francis
Mission on the Rosebud Reservation
stands a statue of the Mohawk maiden,
Kateri Tekakwitha.

At first blush, it might seem strange
that this child of the Iroquois, of which
the Mohawks were a band, should be
found among the children of Red Cloud,
Sitting Bull, Crazy Horse, and Spotted
Tail. But, on reflection, it seems not at
all far-fetched. Centuries ago, when the
Iroquois first heard the Good News of
Christ, they responded by sending some
of their Christian men to carry the Word
to western tribes even as far as the present
State of Montana. Morever, when shortly
The Author, Father fBeh’“"A'A‘? D before her death Kateri had said: I will
Foggn, 51 Suprorofthe Mien 15, "0, heaven, 1 will prey for you.
VatonSouth®Dakata. I will help you.” She likely wa}nted to

include her Sioux brothers and sisters. It

was with this hope of blessings through
Kateri’s prayers that the Jesuits at St. Francis Mission have erected a shrine
in her honor.

St. Francis Mission was founded in 1886. The Rosebud or Brule
(Burnt-Thigh) Sioux had experienced earlier contact with Black Robes,
notably Father De Smet in the mid-1800’s. When towards the end of that
century they were located on the Rosebud Reservation, the Brule Chief
Spotted Tail and other sub-chiefs requested Black Robes to educate their
children. It happened that a group of Jesuits, as well as Franciscan Sisters,
who had been expelled from Germany, were in Buffalo, New York
awaiting an apostolic assignment. They answered the call of Blsho]lz Martin
Marty, first Catholic Bishop of Dakota Territory, and began work on the
Pine Ridge and Rosebud Reservations.

Through the generosity of Katherine Drexel, wealthy Philadelphia
socialite who was later to found the order of Blessed Sacrament Sisters, a
school was built. It wasn’t long until the school became one of the largest
Indian schools in the nation with over 400 students. Along with work in
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Rosebud Sioux Hoop Dancer

Silas Left Hand Bull, grandson of a Rosebud
Sub-Chief and promoter of Kateri’s Cause,
with Fr. Bernard D. Fagan, S.J.

Drexel Hall (Girls’ Building) at the Mission
of St. Francis.

i 5 3 % 4 i
Senior Graduating Class of the St. Francis
Mission School

Indian children taught by a Lay Volunteer
at the St. Francis School




the school, the Jesuits carried on pastoral work throughout the Reservation,
The Sioux seemed to recognize in the message of Christ a fulfillment of
their traditional religious aspirations. Soon there were over twenty chapels
dotting the Rosebud landscape and over half of the Burnt-Thigh people
embraced the Catholic Faith. Admirable religious leadership was exerted

by “Indian Catechists” and a number of Sioux girls dedicated their lives
to Christ as nuns.

Today the school, St. Francis Indian School, has close to 500 students.
Through a school board elected by parents, the Indian people have assumed
control of the education of their children. Sixty per cent of the staff are
Sioux, including the Executive Director and the High School Principal. A
definite effort is made to acquaint students with their own culture and
heritage. There are programs in Lakota language, history, arts and crafts,
music and dancing, tribal government. Not only do the young Sioux learn
an appreciation for their past but they see in many of their teachers
examples of persons who have found a satisfying role in today’s world.

The Indian school board has shown a strong desire to have Jesuits
and Franciscan nuns play an important part in the school. The priority
function of the modern Black Robes and Holy Women is to provide a
religious formation program for the students. The Jesuits and Franciscans
also provide boarding facilities for over 100 students whose family
situation demands this type of service.

In addition to religious personnel, the school is also served by about
twenty-five lay volunteers. These young men and women, qualified by
college degrees, work in the school, asking in return only room, board,
and spending money.

The pastoral work at St. Francis Mission is also strong and expanding.
There is an increasing amount of Sioux participation. Besides the formation
of parish councils, two recent developments have been encouraging.

A Lay Ministry program has been inaugurated to open the door for
a sharing 1n the ministry of Christ to Sioux men who feel such a call from
the Spirit. The program includes three grades: Lay Leader, Catechist, and
Lay Deacon. Through various degrees of sharing in the ministry, these
men may advance to the grade of Lay Deacon where they will carry out
many of the functions of the order of the diaconate. In Fresent planning,
they will receive a commission from the Bishop instead of ordination. It is
hoped, however, that some of these men will feel a call to the ordained
diaconate and some to the priesthood. Already about a dozen men on the
Rosebud and Pine Ridge Reservations are participating in the program.
It is hoped that the significant religious leadership exerted by the early
Catechists will be renewed in these Sioux.

The second encouraging development is the formation of parish
service teams. These are composed of the Jesuit pastor and several other
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persons — a combination of sisters, brothers, lay ministers, and volunteers.
These teams strive to share their faith life together and to support the faith
life of all segments of a parish. Visits to families are emphasized since the
Sioux have often expressed their need and appreciation of such. The results
of the activities of these parish service teams have been a source of hope
to all in the pastoral apostolate.

The Jesuits are acutely aware of the drastic economic conditions on the
Rosebud Reservation, These First Americans are among the poorest in the
nation. Unemployment, for example, is over 50%. In recent years, the
Jesuits have been able to assist local leaders in efforts for economic develop-
ment: housing programs, introduction of small industry, formation of a
credit union. They realize that there still remains a tremendous need of
more social justice and are determined to assist the Sioux in every possible
way to find a better road.

For its financial support, St. Francis Mission depends mainly upon the
gifts of many interested friends. Under the title of “Little Sioux”, a mail
campaign is carried on and informational material along with a news-letter
is circulated. The response to this appeal for the support of work among

these First Americans has been another source of encouragement.

Today there are eleven Franciscan Sisters and twenty-six Jesuits serving
at St. Francis Mission: sixteen priests, four scholastics, six brothers. Fr.
Bernard D. Fagan, S.J. is the Superior. The Jesuits and Franciscans
consider it a privilege to be of service in Christ to the Indian people and,
in their work, they rely much upon the heavenly intercession of the
wonderful Mohawk gitl, Kateri Tekakwitha.

Fr. Eugene Bueschel, S.J., famous Sioux missionary
and Lakota linguist, with Indian friend.
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FATHER JACQUES FREMIN, S.J.

The Superior of the Mission
(1677-1680)

(Contd.)

Father Frémin speaks of Heaven:

Father Frémin baptized a
young woman who died on the
following day. The mother of
this neophyte, who loved
her daughter extraordinarily,
could not get over the loss.
To soothe her sorrow some-
what, the missionary gently
pointed out the infinite bliss
that her daughter enjoyed in
heaven.

“You did not know her,” she
said. “She was mistress here
and commanded more than
twenty slaves, who are still
with me; she knew not what
it was to go to the forest to
get wood, or to the river to
draw water; she could not
take upon herself the care of
all that has to do with do-
mestic duties. Now I have no
doubt that, being at present
the only one of our family in
Paradise, she has great dif-
ficulty in getting used to it;
for she will be obliged to do
her own cooking, to go for
wood and water, and to do
everything with her own
hands in the preparation of
food and drink. Indeed, is
she not to be greatly pitied at

not having any one who can
serve her in that place? You
see here one of her slaves,
who is ill. I pray you, instruct
her well and put her on the
way to Heaven, that she may
not stray from it and that she
may go and live with my
daughter, to help her in her
domestic affairs.”

Of course, Father Frémin
acquiesced, and instructed
the slave who was quite wil-
ling to listen to him. He
baptized her, thinking that
she would soon die. She re-
covered, much to his satis-
faction,and unfalteringlyheld
to her new religion.

The Jesuit then concentrat-
ed on her mistress. Little by
little he put to right her no-
tions concerning the world
to come. She was ready to
do anything to be with her
daughter again. A constant
worshipper at church, she
had her slaves instructed in
the Faith, and won over to
God more than twenty per-
sons. No doubt it was thanks
to her influence that the
Blackrobe was able to bap-

g

tize from twenty to twenty-
five Indians during his first
six months among the Sene-
ca. From ten to twenty adults
also prepared themselves for
baptism.

In the autumn of 1669, a
rich harvest of nuts over-
joyed the population. Feast-
ing and banqueting, some-
times culminating in immo-
rality and superstitious prac-
tices marked the occasion.
Father Frémin, however, was
greatly consoled because, in
the midst of this disorderli-
ness, only two Christians suc-
cumbed to the solicitations
of the jugglers who urged
them to take part in a myste-
rious ceremony during which
the dancers, convinced that
this was the best of all reme-
dies for their sickness, threw
hot ashes on them.

Anthropologists claim that
the religious activities of the
Iroquoian peoples showed up
in their worship of the envi-
roning elements of nature
which directly or indirectly
affected their clan or nation.
These elements were thought
of as man-beings endowed
with life, will-power, and
orenda, that is to say, a spe-
cial and individual preter-
natural strength.

Frémin did not achieve this
synthesis; his view was much
more limited: “The Iroquois,”
he wrote, “have only one

divinity, which is the dream.”
Qualifying this statement, he
added, “It is true the worship
paid to it... might rather
pass for a full-fledged super-
stition rather than an idola-
try, because they do not wor-
ship their dream or offer it
any sacrifice.” He then goes
on to say that they do render
their submission to it, and
follow all its orders most
carefully. More than the other
Iroquois, the Seneca were
particularly scrupulously at-
tached to this custom, which
obliged them to execute the
contents of their dream at
the earliest possible moment.
Talk in and out of the long
houses centered on dreams.
If one of the men dreamed
that he was made captive and
burned at the stake, on the
next day, in order to avoid
being executed by the enemy,
he had himself bound and
seared, though in a lesser
degree than if he had been
in the hands of the enemy.
Several travelled from their
canton to Quebec, approxi-
mately three hundred and
fifty miles for the sake of a
dog that one of them had
seen in a dream. The mis-
sionary dryly noted: “From
this it is easy to judge in
what peril we are every day,
among people who will to-
mahawk us if their dreams
tell them to do so.”

(To be continued.)
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Kateri
‘l’ekakwitha

A new biography
by
Francis X. Weiser, S.J.

This book presents the life story of
Kateri Tekakwitha, the most famous
and heroic girl of the great nation of the
Iroquois. Some biographies of hers have
appeared in various countries and
languages. This new publication pictures
her against the background of her own
people and time, not merely as a
Christian saintly maiden, but also as a
true Mohawk Indian, with all the na-
tural traits and characteristics of her
race. Her remains are entombed in the
church of the Mohawk Reservation of
Caughnawaga (Canada). Her birth place
had been Ossernenon (Auriesville,
N.Y.). Thus she belongs both to Ameri-
cans and Canadians. The Catholic
Church has declared her a Venerable
Servant of God; and many thousands of
the faithful pray for her beatification in
the nearest future.

KATERI CENTER
P.O. Box 70

THE AUTHOR: Rev. Francis X. Weiser, S.J.,
born at Vienna (Austria) in 1901, has lived in
Boston since 1938, first as pastor of Holy
Trinity Church, then as Professor at
Emmanuel College and Boston College. He
gave many retreats and lectures, wrote articles
for Catholic magazines, and is the author of
more than 30 books (in German and English),
16 of which treat on the history of the North
American Indians. So far he has published in
the English language: The Christmas Book,
The Easter Book, The Holyday Book, Hand-
book of Christian Feasts and Customs, The
Year of the Lord in the Christian Home, The
Holy Land, and Kateri Tekakwitha.

Caughnawaga, P.Q. Canada JOL 1B0 Date
Please mail Fr. Weiser’s book on Kateri:

Hardcover ($4.—) copies; Paper back ($2.50)

Name

Address

City State Zip
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Kateri’s smile upon you, Miss C. R. !
It is with great thanksgiving to Kateri that I am writing
today. In January I wrote to you concerning my health
and asked Kateri to pray that I wouldn’t need an oper-
ation, since I was concerned about not having any health
insurance coverage. X-rays and tests showed that I didn’t
need an operation. My prayers were answered and I
continue to pray for Kateri’s beatification. . .

(Somerset, Mass.)

Kateri’s smile upon you, Miss B. S. !

Once again I am asking for Kateri’'s help. My sister’s
husband had been out of work for over a year and I asked
Kateri to intercede for me. He started to work shortly
thereafter. Now work has slowed down and I am afraid
he will be out of work again. May I ask for a continuance
of her intercession.. I am enclosing a check that I pro-
mised to Kateri. (Cleveland, O.)

Kateri’s smile upon you, Mrs, A. M. !

Please accept this small donation for Kateri as a Christ-
mas Gift. Kateri has been a constant companion of mine
and recently answered my fourteen-year-old son’s prayer
by having our lost puppy brought back to him after two
days. As my son was very hurt, he walked miles of apple
orchards looking for the puppy, and he prayed so hard
to our Kateri that, as he remarked in his own words,
“Kateri did it!” (Wallkill, N. Y.)

(When acknowledging favors to Kateri, be sure to indicate details.)

Chateauguay Automobile, Inc.
Pontiac — Buick — Cadillac — G.M.C. Trucks

234 RUE PRINCIPALE — CHATEAUGUAY CENTER, P.Q. — 692-6795
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o Kateri’s smile upon you, Mrs, A. A. !

...I am now feeling much better, responding to the
new treatment for my type of malignancy and hopefully
will soon be out of the hospital as I will be put on an out-
patient’s program. I am convinced that Kateri has helped
me in so many ways. I can now speak to her asking that
she intercede for me with out Blessed Lady and Almighty
God. I have always been devoted to our Blessed Mother
and I am sure she has sent Kateri to help me. My best
wishes for your continued success in your campaign to
promote the Canonization of Kateri. (Willowdale, Ont.)

Kateri’s smile upon you, Miss B. S. !
Thanks to Kateri for granting so many favors! Re-
cently my car was hit by an uninsured driver. She said if
she could find a job and earn some money, she would pay
me for my damages. I prayed to Kateri and she did find a
job and after two months she was able to pay me for all
the damage. Thank God we have Kateri to turn to. She
never lets one down. God bless you in your work.
(Piqua, O.)

(When acknowledging favors to Kateri, be sure to indicate details.)

SEND IN YOUR INTENTIONS

Spiritual Temporal
EoVe.of-God a5, st ok (~/ ) dPositiontzen duss bier e 1)
COMVErsionw xldedivds, (a5 AHSAltE . At e S FeR ()
Peace of Soul ... (2 Aol aiR gL e Rl (1)
Resignation in Trials ...... (= )i Einancal Al Lo [(nglBP |
VOCaliONSse #o 8w ( ) Happy Marriage ............. (5 )
Faithful Departed ... ...... (s ). IHappy DeliVery: . ... .. ()
Happy: Deathis. sesiiie (o1~ 1) iGoodiFriendssiud: i i (-
Obedience to the Holy Success in Studies .......... ()

Ealliiersienmeies fie (- ) ‘PeaceziniWorld:.. «r...c2iv. ()

Other Requests

YOUR INTENTIONS WILL BE FORWARDED
TO FATHER ANTHONY ROUSSOS, S.J., ON JUNE 1.
HE WILL SOLEMNLY CELEBRATE NINE MASSES FOR
YOU IN THE BEAUTIFUL BYZANTINE LITURGY AT
ISFIYA IN THE HOLY LAND.
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The Kateri
Sympathy Cards!

5 GOOD REASONS

for having a box on
hand all the time.

On the occasion of the death
of a relative or friend all you
have to do is to sign a card and
send it to the bereaved family.
We confirm your sympathy offering
with a personal letter, and enroll
the departed one in the Kateri
Guild, for whom,

1. A Weekly High Mass is offered
at the Mission of St. Francis
Xavier;

2. An Intention is included daily
in the Memento of the Vice-
Postulator’s Mass;

3. The Treasury of the many
Masses read each month for the
benefactors of the Society of
Jesus is opened;

4. A Share in the good works of
the Jesuits throughout the world
is assured;

5. Participation in  the merits
gained in helping the Cause
of the Mohawks is guaranteed.

Write to the Kateri Center,
Box 70, Caughnawaga, P.Q.,
Canada, for a free sample card.

One dozen cards boxed: one
dollar. Each yearly enrollment in
the Kateri Tekakwitha Guild: one
dollar.

B

The Visions
of
Bernard
de Hoyaos

Henri Béchard

“To This Divine Heart”

“...All the faithful, moved
by a new ardor, should render
to this Divine Heart the hon-
or which is its due. . .

Pope Paul VI

Fr. James W. Gray, O.S.B,, in
“The Prairie Messenger” com-
ments: “Probably outside Spain
this book will inform many read-
ers for the first time that Bernard
de Hoyos ranks with St. Margaret
as Spain’s propagator of devotion
to the Sacred Heart ... The
twenty-three  full-page  glossy
prints in this book also help re-
create eighteenth-century Spain.”

One hundred and seventy-
eight pages on a subject never
before treated in English, plus
twenty-three full-page illus-
trations. An appropriate gift
any time of year.

Now $4.00 postpaid

PLEASE RENEW YOUR SUBSCRIPTION;
SEND GIFT SUBSCRIPTIONS TO:

Q)

()

(©)

@

®)

FROM: NAME
ADDRESS ....ccooooommsosmiasass

Please

211 211 S ——————————

CITY OR TOWN .ccoowessinnumuss
PROVINCE OR STATE

STREET .. olvmmummomsmssmsiss

CITY OR TOWN ................

PROVINCE OR STATE ..............

ST & 1= =31 [ —————— .

CITY OR TOWN ..o
PROVINCE OR STATE .

.ZIP OR ZONE CODE

[\ Vo1, SR —— AP

STREET

CITY OR TOWN ...

PROVINCE OR STATE

NAME ..ccosmisisensirmnmmamsis
STREET' .cvvmmmsmsiscmsnsss
CITY IOR TOWN ..oscusisis
PROVINCE OR STATE ........

(GIFT NOTE SENT UNLESS REQUESTED OTHERWISE)

inscribe one of my deceased

ZIP OR ZONE CODE

relatives or friends on the

When the list of two hundred deceased is completed, one hundred Masses

will be offered for them.
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