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A mew Roman Cathiolic
separate school to be built this
fall in Hamilton, Ont., will
bear the name of Kateri
Tekakwitha, who is on her
way to becoming the first
North American Indian saint.
‘Most  Rev. Paul Reding,
bishop of Hamilton and re-
sponsible for suggesting the
name for the elementary
school, said Kateri was noted
for a “life of perfect chastity
and bloodless martyrdom.”
When asked whether he was

Y aware that Katharine

Tekakwitha was a character

- from a novel by Canadian

author and poet Leonard
Cohen, the bishop said he
knew there had been articles

- about her but that he did not

know the details of them. The
Cohen novel tells of the Indian
woman’s sexual fantasies.
Bishop Reding said that I
don’t know what facts he had
but everything I've heard of
her has been on her life of
purity.”
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KATERI TEKAKWITHA Y OF THE MOHAW
300TH ANNIVERSARY OF HER BAPTISM APRI

IN GRATITUDE TO 60D EUR KATERI'S SHINING FAITH FHL
MEMORIAL PLAQUE 1S DEDICATED BY HER INDIAN BROTHERS
AND SISTERS OF CANADA AND THE GNITED STATES.

JUNE 26,1977

“I WART TO BE A CHRISTIAR, €VER THOUGH I DIE FOR IT
KATERL
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NATIONAL SHRINE OF THE CANADIAN MARTYRS

1.1
Iil Shrine

MIDLAND, ONTARIO
L4AR 4K3

Martyrs’

27 June 1977

Dear Henri,

The Peace of:Christ!

Ijust talked with Fr. McGivern and I sm enclosing the
photeos we have of Kateri and the new plaque. Wewill have new
prints done for ourselves.

I hope you had a good journey home. Please keep us
in your prayers.

In Christ,
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Reverend Fathers,
. Dearly Beloved in Christ,

»Last“year,ﬂwe'gathered here~together at the Shrine.of
thé"Martyrs to honor specially the all too unknown Indian

Mar§g§§l ig Canada,lnh-u~Mr Peter Johnston so glowingly———
Today we have come here to render homage to one of

== p=HrOs ene-ef the most glorious figures of
you:} rac1al and Chrlstlan heritage, the Venerable Kateri
Tekelkwitha, who was called the "Apostle of the Indians."
L X Wi e SR M SRR S S Wﬁ’"mf T
“-possession-of-the-soul-of-
this- young-erphai.,, Before dying, Kateri's mother had been
given the opportunl to open the child's heart to the
love of God, and . yielded to the @&wsse inspiration
in all 81mpllclty%and had no other love in her heart than

the lgve of Go d the love of neighbor in=Ged w» herm
W n 3&14 DN mq%} %{l & U"‘U’

1321
In 1667, three Blacﬁ?obes visited the Iroqu7ig}vil-
lage of Kahnawaké on the Mohawk, Fathers Bruyas, Cholenec
Pierron. They were providentially lod ged in Tekakwi-
ha's long house. She was struck with their affable
manners g their regularity in prayer. And they were impress-
ed by her modesty and sweetness. Father Cholenec tells
us : "God even then disposed her to the grace of Baptism
for which she would have asked, if the missionaries had
remained longer in her village.”
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& éhe eleven-year-old girl grew|finto a smald..,

teensger. ohe lived somewhat apart from the others on
account of her poor eyesight , busy nevertheless with

the household chores, preparing the maize, soup or sagamité
for the one formal meal of the day. She worked outside,
when the weather permitted,at sowing Indian corn , and.m#

har stlng it. " s
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so—the~3ili. He
to his surprige he f
sore foot. She ws,
had been looking
During the aut
instructions
saving waters /of i
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Tekakvitha's long house, and much
d her within , detaine because of a
years old,”%he told the prlest, apd
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Before é§§¥§Z$§é Tekakwitha, Fr. de Lamberville
inquired about her conduct as he did whenever he was
about to accept someone into the Church. No one said
the slightest word against her; indeed evenfthose who
did not like her grudgingly praised her. Better still,
her uncle and aunts did not object to her becoming a
Christian, a grace obtained, no gpubt, through ardent
X8, 1676, the Jesuit

prayer. , On_Easter Sunday, April
kﬂpaykeﬁggg%ﬁéed her In™the humble bark chapel of St. Peter's

with two other converts. She took the name of Kateri piy
in honorgof St. Catherine of Akexsmdrim. </ rg . ,. A

Foll’lls Temberville seon discoverdad 1
Spirit favored her with special graces« opehed up
To her more than to the others the treasures of Christian-
ity. TRe thought that God e so loved mankind that He [ sd

bhe also reallzed that bz;;§g3g§3;ggdﬁapjlgm, she
had.feﬁuésted to diewith Christ each day in order to
rise i th Him —and live with Him‘fﬁrevero S
When*'she entered the chapel to pray, , she dipped her hand
into the Holy Water fount, and remembered the baptismal
water that had been poured upon her and her acceptance
of the Cross of Christ in her life.

On Sundays and korite aet holy%ays of obllgatlon,
as she was a Chrlstlan, she abstalned/from work and at= "
tended Holy Mass, hoping that in the not too distant
future, she would be allowed to recieve her First Holy
Communion. "If you don't work," her family told her,"you
won't eat!" And they saw to it that gshe did not get
a bite of food nor a sip of water on these days.

They harassed her even to the point of sending a
young warrior, tomahawk in hand, to threaten her with
death.s falsely

eofh'“ evenaaccused her of having an affair with her

R X

unc
CE?;sde Lembervile fina ly,advised her to flee to
the Mission of 3 ncip Xd 11‘-n the St. Lawrence River




she was caryying to Ff. #
t read "I am sending you a trea-

P.Q. She handed the
Frémin, the superior.
sure, guard it welllX

A ¢

but she had the” comfo 9
gion in peace with th
people. Her motie was,'
most agreable to God T

:jh Her devotion to the Sav1or 29/£ﬁﬂ élessed Sacrament
ofcl

soon impressed the Fathers. ock in the morning,

she was to be found in prayer before the tabernacle. Then
/ at the first Mass, before the break of dawn, then at a

her reli-
encouragement of her Indisn
Who will teach me to do what is

second qbﬁ after sunrise. Several times during the day,
she—could be found before the Blessed Sacrament. She
never missed evening prayer in the little church and re-
igzg mained in adoration long after everyone else had retired
the night.® Truly the weight of her love carried her ke
Fo i Eucharisto Kateri Tekakwitha would have been horrified

at the Real Absence of Catholics of our times
Qe before the Real Presence of Our Lord in the consecrated
Hoste f”f“"
rec e ¥

/j;¢fz“ﬁﬁa Generally afterffﬂelr Baptism, the new converts

were not allowed to m&ke’thelr first Holy Gommunion for
four to six years.//Father Frémin, who NioW Tealized

what a great treasure had been sent to the Mission,
decided that she S{puld receive communion for the first
time at the age of twentyaone on Chrlstmas Day, 1677th

After rece1v1ng Our Lord in the Eucharlst fcr the
first4ime, good though Kateri megl been until then, from
that morning on, she advanced with giant steps on the

road to holiness, thinking herself all the while a very
ordinary Christian.

Her other great love was the Blessed Virgin Mary.
About two months ago, on the anniversary of Fatima,
Pope Paul VI strongly urged




Sept #2
& Loy
instructions, , Kateri never needed to be wfged to
pray the rosary. She daily recited the Diemtes of
our Lady, which she knew by heart. She also recited
the Angelus three times daily. Fr. Cholenec, her con-

)k i

X fessor, tells us that Kateri had chosen Mary for mother,
‘% that she had made up her mind to imitate her, and effec-
o tively she dld 0. The grace she réceived of“pronouncing
é‘q‘ her pg_:_.mvate vow of v1rg1n1ty Kteri attributed to the
i Mo the Savio A ast words as she lay dying

}' mmry, " and they admirably sum up her life.
S‘ / On Wednesday of Holy Week, April 17, 1680 , Kateri went
™ &‘to meet them.

o
"’ > ¢ ozt immediately one of the names given to her
was " ostle the I ans. I

That, is|why I\am \asking you bo promise to say "
at lesst ofne fail MaXy or one Qur Father or \both each
dey from now on in okder to obtaein \her beatifikation
as soon as pospible , for 1980 is_such be the\ Will of God.

She will make it up to you ¢@& hundredfold-
.
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PILGRIMAGE
TO MARTYRS SHRINE
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TO HONOUR

KATERI TEKAKWITHA
“THE LILY OF THE MOHAWKS"

- 300TH ANNIVERSARY OF HER BAPTISM - 1676 - 1976

"I want to be a Christian even though I die for it".

1:30 P.M. — MASS IN THE CHURCH

2:30 P.M. — DEDICATION OF PLAQUE ON. HILL

HYMNS, PROCESSION, PRAYERS IED BY INDIAN DEACOKNS

WELCOME



Causa Venerabilis e  Cause de la Vénérable e Cause of Venerable

KATERI TEKAKWITHA

May 4, 1977

You can '
help Miss Margaret Bruckner
Kateri’s 3436 Harrison Avenue, Apt. 10
ey Rockford, I1., 61108
reciting Ve A,
the :
Sﬁﬁ; Dear Miss Bruckner,
daily
'ﬁ;, Thank you for your courteous letter requesting an
prompt explanation of my position regarding praying fo;tthe dead.
Beatifi- I regret that it has taken me so much time to an-
caiem: swer your request, mostly because of an overflow of work

and a very busy staff at the Kateri Center. Kindly par-
b3 don my typing, which is not of the best.
Ig%ca" In the following pages, I trust that I have made
Kateri’s myself clear enough as to why I offer the Holy Sacrifice
gome and pray for the Departed and what my authority is for
s&mkmg so doing.
about
ﬁf You write that you are a '"saved sinner." We are
= all sinners as the Lord's frayer tells us ("Forgive us
Mohawks our trespasses!'). '"Saved sinners," yes, if we believe
ﬁmr in Jesus and act accordingly. His grace is never lack-

friends. ing.

o Sincerely yours in Our Lord,
You can
help :
Kateri’ : %
ng;s (Rev.) Henri Béchard, S.J.
by
finding
a new
subscriber
to
(${('|Gz)eor)l ; “Every genuine testimony of love which we show to those in heaven
g i tends toward and terminates in Christ, Who is the ‘crown of all saints’.”
(Vatican 11.)
MISSIO SANCTI FRANCISCI XAVERII, A. D. 1668 FUNDATA
KATERI
Box 70

Caughnawaga, P. Q., Canada
JOL 1BO



UT INHABITET
IN ME VIRTUS
CHRISTI

DIOCESE OF HAMILTON CHANCERY OFFICE 700 KING ST. WEST HAMILTON, ONT. L8P 1C7 PHONE (416) 528-7988

May 30, 1977.

The Reverend Henri Bechard, S.J.,
Vice-Postulator,

P.0O. Box 70,

Caughnawaga, P.Q.,

Canada.

JOL 1BO

Dear ther Bechard:

. Thank you for your note of May 24th and for incorporating the
Summer 1977 Kateri.'

I expect that at the opening of the new school in six months' time
I will be expected to give a little talk on Kateri Tekakwitha. T

am wondering if somewhere you have a short summarized version of
her life that I could use for this talk.

Thank you for whatever assistance you are able to offer and with
kind regards, I am

Fraternally yours in Christ,

N M.\\b\ WL;\.

/hb Bishop of Hamilton.



Causa Venerabilis e Cause de la Vénérable e Cause of Venerable

KATERI TEKAKWITHA

You can . May 24, 1977
help
Kateri’s
Cause
Eg'dﬂng Bishop Paul Reding

the 722 King Street West
Lolict Hamilton, Ont. L8P IC7
Prayer
daily
for
her
prompt
Beatifi-
cation.

Dear Bishop Reding,

My sincere congratulations on your choice of the name of

Kateri Tekakwitha for the separate school to be built in Hamilton

You can

help this fall. For 26 years, as Vice-Postulator for Kateri's Cause
Kateri’s

Cause in Canada, I have been striving to promote her beatification.
by

S%ec’;ing May She shower down blessings on you and your diocese.
abou

thli/ Sinc@rely in Christ,

|

of the

Mohawks

to

your

friends. (Rev.) Henri Béchard, S.J.
Vice-Postulator

You can
help
Kateri’s
Cause

by
finding

a new
subscriber
to
“Kateri” :

($1.00) “Every genuine testimony of love which we show to those in heaven

tends toward and terminates in Christ, Who is the ‘crown of all saints’.”
(Vatican 11.)

MISSIO SANCTI FRANCISCI XAVERII, A. D. 1668 FUNDATA
KATERI
Box 70

Caughnawaga, P. Q., Canada
JOL 1BO



You can
help
Kateri’s
Cause
by
reciting
the
Lord’s
Prayer
daily
for

her
prompt
Beatifi-
cation.

You can
help
Kateri’s
Cause
by
speaking
about
the

Lily

of the
Mohawks
to

your
friends.

You can
help
Kateri’s
Cause
by
finding
a new
subscriber
to
“Kateri” :
($1.00).

Causa Venerabilis o  Cause de la Vénérable e Cause of Venerable

KATERI TEKAKWITHA

SRRy K xbXKK kK

MrEX IR X BRERCEX
B Reesrretes RO X
June 14, 1977

The Most Reverend Paul Reding
Bishop of Hamilton

Chancery Office

700 King Street West

Hamilton, Ont. L8P IC7

Dear Bishop Reding,

Many thanks for your gracious letter of last month! You will
soon receive a copy of the June 1976 issue of Kateri, which contains
a fourteen-page summary of the lifer of the Lily of the Mohawks,
and Father Weiser's biography of Tekakwitha.

This is the perfect year for honouring Kateri. In October 1677--
three centuries ago--she fled from her Mohawk village in what is
today New York State and came to live at the Mission of St. Francis
Xavier, south of Montreal. On Christmas Day, 1677, she was allowed
to make her first Holy Communion, and from that time until her death
achieved union withge God.

When the new school is blessed; I would be happy to publish your
talk, the story of the event with photos illustrating the ceremony of
the blessing.

Henceforward, as a friend of Kateri's, your intentions shall be
remembered in my Masses and in my prayers to the Lily of the Mohawks.

Ever so gratefully in the Sacred Heart,
Vice-Postulator for Canada

“Every genuine testimony of love which we show to those in heaven
tends toward and terminates in Christ, Who is the ‘crown of all saints’.”

(Vatican 11.)
MISSIO SANCTI FRANCISCI XAVERII, A. D. 1668 FUNDATA
KATERI
Box 70

Caughnawaga, P. Q., Canada
JOL 1BO



Veneralle Kaleri Telahwiltha ‘£W
OFFICE OF THE VICE-POSTULATOR

AURIESVILLE, NEW YORK, 12016 518 853 — 3153

ekakwn;h
June 9, 1977

Reverend Henri Bechard, SdJ
Box 70

Caughnawaga, Quebec, Canada
JOL 1BO

Dear Henri,
P. C.

I have delayed unintentionally to let you know the
contents of the most recent letter from Father Molinari,
One thing we should keep in mind is that the use of the
word "rejected" is unfortunate.

I say this because of what Father Molinari writes in
his letter: " I would suggest that you collect much more
evidence on this case and then submit it to a number of
well-known eye specialists in the States with the request
to declare in writing what they think of this case and of
the causes of the cure. On my part, I am perfectly willing
to submit new medical evidence and a series of judgments of
leading specialists to one or more other members of the
medical board of the Congregation. However, please see to
it that the declarations of the American specialists are of
such a nature that they can be presented to an international
board of first class ophthalmic surgeons and other specialists."

I have written to Father Abbott asking when he plans to
come to this country again. Meanwhile, I am searching for
several eye specialists who would study the case and render
an opinion, If you know of any specialists, please let me know,



Veneralble Kaleri Telchwitha .L’eag.ue
OFFICE OF THE VICE-POSTULATOR

AURIESVILLE, NEW YORK, 12016 518 853 — 3153
-

tekakwitha
Since the case is not closed, prayer at this time is

extremely important and necessary.

I hope you are feeling better and that Auriesville
figures in your future travel plans.

Cordially in Kateri's Name,
. .
b S ) O~v(ls

f /

\ i r b‘
(Rev.) Joseph S. McBride, SJ
Ues Se Vice=Postulator - Kateri Cause

JSM/pak



MONTHLY PATRON

July 26—Saints Joachim and Anne,
the parents of Mary, can be the pa-
trons of parents. Their daughter be-
came the Mother of God. Parents
never know what their children will

TODAY’S EUCHARIST

F. FIRST FRIDAY

S. FIRST SATURDAY

S. XIV SUNDAY OF YEAR
W. St. Maria Goretti

S. Saturday of Our Lady
10 S. XV SUNDAY OF YEAR
13 W. St. Henry

NN W N —

14 T. St. Camillus

15 F. St. Bonaventure

16 S. Our Lady of Mt. Carmel
17 S. XVI SUNDAY OF YEAR
21 T. St. Lawrence of Brindisi
22 F. St. Mary Magdalen

23 S. Saturday of our Lady
24 S. XVII SUNDAY OF YEAR

25 M. St. James

26 T. Ss. Joachim & Anne

29 F. St. Martha

30 S. Saturday of Our Lady
31 S. XVIII SUNDAY OF YEAR

(On days not listed Weekday Mass is
said.)

turn out to be. Joachim and Anne
were no exception. During the many
years of uncertainty, parents can call
on Mary’s parents for help. They’ll
understand.

TODAY’S GOSPEL

Lk.

NVOONO~OL AW —

10 Lk.

11 Mt
12 Mt.
13 Mt
14 Mt.
15 Mt.
16 Mt.

Mt.
Mt.

Mt.
Mt.
Mt.
Mt.
Mt.
Mt.

9:9—13
9:14—17
10:1-9
9:18—26
9:32—-37
10:1—7
10:7—15
10:16—23
10:24—33
10:25—-37
10:34—11:1
11:20—24
11:25-27
11:28—30
12:1-8
12:14-21

17
18
19
20
21
22

23
24
2:5
26
27
28
29
30
31

Lk. 10:38—42
Mt. 12:38—42
Mt. 12:46—50
Mt. 13:1-9
Mt. 13:10-17
Jn. 20:]—2,
11-18

Mt. 13:24—30
Lk. 11:1-13
Mt. 20:20—28
Mt. 13:16—17
Mt. 13:44—46
Mt. 13:47—-53
Mt. 13:54—58
Mt. 14:1—-12
Lk. 9:18—26

HEART OF JESUS NOVENA OF MASSES (July1-9)

NOVENA PRAYER: Lord Jesus Christ, you have called us to share your saving
mission. Sinners though we are, we accept this mission and we renew today
our baptismal commitment to you and our consecration to your Sacred Heart.
Lord Jesus, we offer you ourselves and all that we do to be united with your
Eucharistic offering to our Father .in heaven. That we may serve you with
greater fidelity, we ask you, our divine mediator, to obtain for us the favors
we seek in this Novena. (Pause) Deepen our faith and touch fire to our
hearts that we may respond with love to the great love for us and for all
men that fills your Sacred Heart. Amen.

(Separate along perforated line)
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APOSTLESHIP OF PRAYER

Just as | am, without one plea
But that Your blood was shed for
me,

And that You bid me come to
thee,

O Lamb of God, | come.

Just as | am, though tossed about
With many a conflict, many a
doubt,

Fightings within, and fears with-
out,

O Lamb of God, | come.

Just as | am, You will receive,
Will welcome, pardon, cleanse, re-
lieve,

Because of Your promise, | believe
O Lamb of God, | come.

Just as | am, of that free love
The breadth, length, depth and
height to prove,

Here for a season, then above,

O Lamb of God, | come.

Charlotte Elliott

July, 1977

YOUR PRAYERFUL GIFT

It is from Him that we learn that we
are loved and how to love. Love is a
matter of mind and will, of dedica-
tion and service. It is not merely
emotion. Our Daily Offering is a gift
made out of love for Him. We try to
live it all day.

FOR THESE WORLD-NEEDS

General: Adaptation of the Church’s
teaching to today’s needs.

Mission: Spread of the Gospel to
non-Christians through love and
service.

(Pope Paul’s prayer intentions for
September and entrusted to our as-
sociation.)

EXPRESSED BY A PRAYER

(Daily Offering)

O Jesus, through the Immaculate Heart
of Mary, | offer You all my prayers,
works, joys and sufferings of this day in
union with the Holy Sacrifice of the Mass
throughout the world, for all the causes
You have at heart, in reparation for my
sins, for our associates and for the Holy
Father's intentions for this month.

Monthly Leaflets, 833 Broadview Ave., Toronto, Ont. M4K 2P9
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= | A =i 1leving vine of EL?-EAS"&:" 2¥ils BT & , 43 & -
d cliough thexe be e0ve »apur

to 8ee and éx .enge, We are ; on pllgrinmege wernly Luvause We wish o

. We gre golug %o Sea.iasie the fivst Christian lissicn auong the Native
peoples of Ontaric.Estedlighed gver 300 years ago, t0 serve the Huron p=ople
and gtherg whe lived in the CGreat Lakesarea, this settleosnt sew sowve iwportant
"Pirate" in Ontario, At Ste.Marie swong the Huvsns was bullt the first log
buildings,algo stone and sasonry ones, for both the Native peoples use and

for the Burcpesn Missionzries who came o bring Christ's teachings and love,

Hore was built the first hoepltel in Ontarde, ¢o merve the health needs of .
the [thougands of natives then living inm Ontaric, Here was built the first build.
ing uvsvd as schoonl for the native ehildren, Heve wers the first churches put

" up %o house Chriet in the Blessad Sacrawent and provide a sacred place for all,

rative andsEuropesn, Catholies to worship CGod in the way He bhas revealad througt
His |Son and the Church He foundad and guides with His Holy Spirit, Thig is the
area in vhich the first catile and chickens and ethsy live=stock fwom other
countries were first raised by the early Europeans in orxder %o help provide a
betier way of farwming for the native peoples, Heve,too, were store houses,built
under the directiom of the firat Jesults and their helpers. ,.sfors-houses that
w at tiwes eupiied during the hardest winters in srder to save starving
loeal people who wvere hurt by a voor harvest ef cor» 'ad a poor hunting and
fishing year, : :

It wvas in this save Huvomia that both the Jesuiy Fa.users and Brothers
and the firat Christian Indians lived and DIED for their faith in Christ, As
y@u’aaik around the grouands of Ste.Marle today, try to realize that this is
the region in ghich Sainis lived and died, This is the land they worked hard
to convert to Christ; this is the land that they still wateh over from Heaven,
the Yand they still wigh to bless through ve snd others whoe come ¢o smk for .

#~—hekp frav God tHrUGEh tusir intercesmion. In God's plan for he. saliation ol

pankind, thers is work for all to share, Just as Jesus,Godand Men, needed a

husan sother,Mary, to ecove into the world and begin His work as the Saviour of

all agnkind; go today He calls all of us to couws and ghare in His cowing into
the modern world, As we think gboul how John do Brebeof, Gabriel Lalemant,Isaze
J@g gﬁiﬂzgriéa Garaﬁeyggﬁﬁhgnga?aggﬁi Yoel Chabanel,Rene Goupil,John de la‘Landz
an 2 others who 1live ntly i%ge b [ ed{ar ig
aﬁd fﬂei&l Saints of the Chmh>oooo ] gﬁigﬁa%g&tyggﬁ %ﬂé% %ggmrggfgfﬂ

| groat people willingly served Chiiet,even to their death, we are challenged
to try to leprave our lives. We are rewinded that we are alyo ezlled to saerve
othars today, net only in Huvonie, but where ever we vay be., ¥We,like the earl;
Chriaiﬁans in Canada, are celled Lo a 1ife of daeper prayer, of self-sacrificing
lovg of others, of feeding the hungry(of body and soul) elofhing and housing
the poor in our regions, putting up with the esanness and hurt of others, and
for sowe rave souvls, it vay wean even dying at the hande of éthers for our
belief and love of &hrﬁeﬁg ‘

Woorome

This year there is another reason for visiting the Shrine. That is,
we have arother reason atong with the ones aeéntioned above, This Sunday we
aere| going to the Shrine at Midland to celebrate with other Native People,as
well ag with psoples of other ethmnic background, the 3C0 anniversary of tha
holy Indian waiden, Katerl Tekakwitha., The anniversary is that of her BAPTISM
her entry into the LIFE of CHRIST, S0 ,0n our way to the Shirine this year
w8 should give so ght o ' ) '
m%ahing ofg%uv §%$91§§%u£§‘0%2 s%gaxgyw e§%§ gggn%§§agfo?u§o§w§a Dg%gm?§§§
God and sBay our prayers oz the trip, as well as at the Shrine, Let us ask God
to help us gel a deep appreclation of our Faith, as Kateri had , Perhaps He
way give us the seoe spirit that sade Her gay when she was preparing to becoune
a Cathelie 3 " 7 want ©o be a Christien even though I die for 4t." :

Let us gll pray for the grace of keing a Christian whe is willing to
LIVE now for Chriel and others, so ¢hat we will be ready alesop to die

b Pa Ve et S -

S ST
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Who are the apostles? As we
carefully read the Gospels we
notice the distinguishing marks:

1. They are men called per-
sonally by Christ for a special task:

He then went up the mountain

and summoned the men he

himself had decided on, who
came and joined him. He named
twelve as his companions whom
he would send to preach the

good news (Mk 3:13).

2. They were given authority to
preach the Gospel in the name of
Christ:

The eleven disciples made their - '

way to Galilee . . . Jesus came
forward and addressed them in
these words: ‘Full authority has
been given to me both in heaven
and on earth; go, therefore, and
make disciples of all the nations’
(Mt 28:16-19).

-

\k/

ik &

3. They were promised the spirit
of truth that would abide with them
forever:

I will ask the Father and he will

give you another Paraclete — to

be with you always: the Spirit of
truth . . . the Paraclete, the Holy

Spirit whom the Father will send

in my name, will instruct you in

everything, and remind you of all

that | told you (Jn 14:16-26).

UNTO THE END OF THE WORLD

It is through the apostles that we
know what Jesus did and taught.
They are the guarantee of the
Church’s unity of faith. They are the
shepherds, priests, and teachers of
the flock of Christ. Through them
the saving activity of Christ is
visibly continued in the world for all
time. Jesus declared: “ . . . | am
with you always, until the end of
the world!” (Mt 28:20)

These words of Jesus make it
evident that the apostolic office and
authority would continue in his
Church until the end of time.

The power and authority of the
apostles, as teachers of the Gospel,
is continued in the college of
bishops with the pope at their head.
Pope Saint Clement | summed it up
very neatly:

The Father sent his Son, the Son

lives on in his apostles, and the

apostles bestowed the teaching
office upon their successors the
bishops.

Published with Ecclesiastical Approval / Printed in U.S.A.

APRIL 25, 1976
Roman Rite: Second Sunday of Easter
Eastern Rites: Antipasch (New Sunday)
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Thomas Sunday

Wiitnesses

m%eé

Father Hugh J. O°Connell, C.SS.R.

The Death and Resurrection of
Jesus Christ is the central point of
Christian faith. St. Paul stated
clearly:

If Christ has not risen, vain then

is our preaching, vain too is your

faith (1 Cor 15:14).

How do we know that the
Resurrection of Jesus is a fact? We
know this precisely from the
testimony of the apostles, who
were appointed by Christ to be the
official witnesses of his Resurrec-
tion. St. Peter declared on the first
Pentecost:

Men of Israel, listen to me!

Jesus the Nazorean was a man

whom God sent to you with

miracles, wonders, and signs as
his credentials . . . You even
made use of pagans to crucify
and kill him. God freed him from
death’s bitter pangs, however,
and raised him up again . . . This
is the Jesus God has raised up,
and we are his witnesses (Acts

2:22-372)

After curing the crippled man at
the gate of the temple, Peter
repeated:

The God of Abraham of Isaac,

and of Jacob, the God of our

fathers, has glorified his Servant
Jesus . . . You put to death the
Author of life. But God raised
him from the dead, and we are
his witnesses (Acts 3:13-15).
St. Paul likewise made the
Resurrection of Jesus the center of
his preaching. He wrote to the
Corinthians:
Brothers, | want to remind you of
the gospel | preached to you . . .
that Christ died for our sins in ac-
cordance with the Scriptures;
that he was buried and rose on
the third day; that he was seen
by Cephas, then by the Twelve.
After that he was seen by five
hundred brothers at once, most
of whom are still alive, although
some have fallen asleep, Next he
was seen by James; then by all
the apostles. Last of all he was
seen by me, as one born out of
the normal course . . . this is
what we preach and this is what
you believed (1 Cor 15:1-11).

SPECIAL ROLE OF THE APOSTLES

The apostles, then, have a
special role in the Church, which
Jesus established, and in the faith
which we profess.

(Continued on back page.)
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MASS TIMES
. ! : e s g Garden Village
July 1-3 Week-end Saturday Night lMass at 7.00 p.m. o ag
Sunday llass at 9.00 a.m. Garden Village
Sunday Noon Mass at 12.00 Dokis Bay

These are the Summer Mass times until Labour Day.

Announced lMasses;
June\26, for Frank Clemens requested by Mrs. Catherine Franklin.

4 27 for Frank Clemens requested by lMr. & Mrs, David Assawabine.

& 128 for Frank Clemens requested by Doreen Commanda

u |29 for Frank Clemens requested by Bill Franklin.

L 30 for Frank Clemens requested by Funeral Xfzxmxg Mass Offerred.
July?l for John McQuabbie requested by Jane Ashawagai.

A 2 for John lNMcQuabbie requested by Mrs, Harry Goulais.

i

PRAYER INTENTIONS FOR THIS WEEK:
Please remember the soul® of the recent departed Frank Clemens who died two

weeks ago and John McQuabbie who died this past week in ot Jean De Brebeuf
Hosp%tal in Sturgeon.

jInclude the latest young couple, Ralph Beaucage and Glenna McLeod who
‘bestowed the Sacrament of Christ an Marriage on each other on Saturday.
Also remember Wayne McLeod and Kathy Goulard who are currently preparing
for their weduing in July.

Prayers and congratulations go out to the Sisters of St. Joseph. Sister
Euphrasia and Sister Mary Ann who completed 7 active years at Our Lady of
Sorrows Separate scheool in Sturgeon. May God continue to bless them for the
interest and help given all the children of this area over the past years,
and may they continue to serve the people of God as fruitfully in their
future "retirement" years.

(A special note of thanks to those of the village who made a special

effort to turn out for the enjoyable evening honouring the Sisters and
express1np thanks to them and the Conpgregation of the Sisters of St. Joseph.

Convfatulatlons and THANKS to all parish volunteers who showed up for the

Par1$h Picnic Planning Evening last Saturday. Under the able direction

of P@rlsh Council President Fred McLeod Jr., great things are in the workings..

but these things only come to completion when everyone pulls together.

Next‘meetlnp for volunteer workers .... Monday June 27,at 7.30 p.ms.

Come |prepared with account of what is done so far as possible future development
|

The éhrine Pilgrimage Bus is filled, but all payments of seats are not in

as yet. PLease get the price of the seat to Mrs. Charlotte McLeod so she

can pay the bus owner as soon as possble .

What|else is needed.?

It would be good if a lunch were taken by those going on the pilgrimage.

COLLECTIONS FOR LAST WEEKS MASSES: Dokis $ 15.00&
Beaucape$7uOO $70.00
week %%r Xléégfebnlp of Prayer Leaflet and
ehtion or other, The last is not always the
€ some article that is noted wotth reading.

ong with the Bulietin this
%Og‘ oI some Catholic publi
est e but there will



‘/”Krincipally, our Lord himself
sktows us the only way through

/ thisdark path, ““Ask, and you shall

receive.”’

Rl o ok g

In the ninth chapter of St. Luke,
read in many churches today,
there is that other kind of
perseverance. It might be com-
pared with the new (not really
new) words we have arrived at,
such as involvement, commit-
ment, response, and so forth.

Our Lord spells it out this way,
““Come after me,”” he said to one
man, and the latter replied, ‘I will
be your follower, Lord, but first let
me take leave of my people at
home.” Jesus answered him,
““Whoever puts his hands to the
plow but keeps looking back is
unfit for the reign of God.”

This is the kind of perseverance.

we need day by day. There is a
sort of fatigue that gets to our
emotions when they have to hang
on to a course of action and we
want to abandon the whole
undertaking (or we have managed
to keep our hand out of the petty
cash drawer so far, but the tempta-
tion is getting stronger, and we
really would like a new color TV).
It is time then to reach way back
for an old-fashioned virtue called
fortitude, that certain power that

came to us with sanctifying grace
at our baptism and is a real moral
strength that helps us fight against
the instinctive urge to avoid what
is painful. It does not make the job
easier, but gives us the courage
and strength to go on with the job,
easy or not. It hacks away at our
inconstancy and cowardice even
as it signals us when some
crusade has become meaningless
and we are beating a dead horse.

As we read on in the New
Testament today, we see how
completely our Lord was involved
in the Good News of the king-
dom, and how dearly he wanted
his brothers and sisters to be part
of it. It must, therefore, come to us
as no surprise when he holds out
that kingdom as the pearl of great
price for which all else that we
hold dear must be put aside.

We must ask ourselves,
“Where do | stand this day? Is my
hand at the plow, steadied by
courageous perseverance? Or
have | looked back too long, too
often, and laid myself open to that
deadly phrase, “‘unfit for the
kingdom'’2 Call it what you will
— perseverance, commitment,
response — only let this be our
day to put our hand to the plow
once more, please God. Each
knows what this means for him,
for her.

Published with Ecclesiastical Approval / Printed in U.S.A.

JUNE 26, 1977

Roman Rite: Thirteenth Sunday in Ordinary Time
Eastern Rites: Fourth Sunday after Pentecost
(Third Sunday of Petrine Fast)

- TIRED OF

TRYING?

Father Frank Lee, C.SS.R.

Perseverance means persist-
ence or ‘‘standing firmly, perma-
nently.”

There are two kinds of perse-
verance. One has to do with the
last moment of our lives, and it is
our belief that God will call us at
the hour when his Son’s death will
be most effective for us. This is
called the final grace of persever-
ance. Dying in the state of grace is
no accident. It is God’s most
special gift. We cannot merit it,
but we can pray for it.

Writing in the New Catholic
Encyclopedia, J. ). Connelly has
this to say: ‘“Final perseverance is

the watchful protection of God,
who so arranges — in the inscru-
table mystery of his providential
designs — the events of the
human life, so that the moment of
death comes when he or she is
persevering in the friendship of
Christ.”

St. Paul thought it very impor-
tantto encourage us in this matter,
as he does in his letter to the
Romans, ““If God is for us who can
be against us? Is it possible that he
who did not spare his own Son but
handed him over for the sake of all
will not grant us all these things
besides?”” Surely, the final grace

* of perseverance is meant here.

(Continued on back page.)
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TO JOIN IN THE

Indian
PILGRIMAGE
TO MARTYRS’® SHRINE

St
Tune

26

TO HONOUR

KATERI TEKAKWITHA
“THE LILY OF THE MOHAWKS"

- 300TH_ANNIVERSARY OF HER BAPTISM - 1676 — 1976

"I want to be a Christian even though I die for it".
Kateri.

1:30 P.M. — MASS IN THE CHURCH

2:30 P.M. — DEDICATION OF PLAQUE ON. HILL

HYMNS, PROCESSION, PRAYERS LED BY INDIAN DEACONS

WELCOME
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Claude
Son premier biogrsphe, le Pére,Chauchetid €re, nous dirue, il est

vrai, une ombre qul, par contrastie, en fait valoir la lumi-
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orner le Corps; .clest pour

cela que les jeunes Indiennes de sept & huit ans sont folles et ont

qul sont plus folles qu'elles, passent quelquefois bien du temps 2
peigner, & tresser les cheveux de leurs filles; elles ont soin que

leurs oreilles et commencent & [lesg leur percer

dés le berceau; elles leur mettent de la peinture au visage et elless

Jeswesuvrent~tontes d¢ porcelaines, surtout quand 1l fzut qu'elles

S
O
O
o

*. 3
V'I\
F"

e
—
o

S
(o}
o
-
ct
@
=3

a
:v‘
]
2%
g
'3
0

porter des parures, Elle
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de sa pauvreté évangélicue. Son amouy pour le Christ lui aveit fait
comprendre alors Ll'urgente nécessité d'étre dégagée du créé, dlétre
collée de toute son &me et de toutes ses forces & lz seule volonté

divine.
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= Henri Beehard, S.ds

Au début de 1678, Kateri accompagna tous les siens & la chasse
d'hiver?hf&mxwxxnwrxxxxxxuxxxguaaxmxxmx&xxxxxdxz&xxnx&ﬂxkx&xxxxmm&z
&eﬁMnynxxxxxxﬁﬂxznxxpxnxxxkxxukkxkxﬁxxxx&xxxxxxﬁgxnxxxﬂxnxx&xxzawx
wxE&X Un geste charitable de sa part la fit acbuser G ' Jxxpaixmex in-
conduite,  Ancore plus lourd & porter que les accusations de femmes

copgenitalement soupgonneuses, lui parut son éloignement de 1l'église
et des sacrement<., Elle résolut alors de ne pas guitter la mission

¥

l'automne suivant. Aubre manifestation de cette voix du Saint-Esprit

jy

gui lui parlait autant par les attirances que par les événements.

Pour ne pas y faire la sourde oreillc, Kateri accepta d'emblée un
redoublement de pauvreté. Ici, de nouveau, elle n'zccueillit pas

lt!'indigence pour elle-méme, mais comme un 3-c6té de son amour de Dieu.

R e AT Pt e LT T T e o TR L K s b T et 3 : 2
Dlaucuns crurent qufelle devait changer dlidée.

Pierre

"Je 1ty voulus porter moi-méme, dit le Pere .Cholenee, pour re-

mettre un peu sa santé & la chasse oll elle ne menquerait pas de bonne

nourriture doat elle aval )

et gqu'elle ne trouveit pas au vil-
lage; gu'elle courait risque, au contraire, d'y souffrir faute d'as-
saisonnement ei que 1'hiver était longga.’z

Et comme il devait ¢

chauffage central et la climatisation'! Méme de nos jours, les malins

(V)

ne disent-iis pas qu'il n'y a que deux saisons au Canada: un peu d'été

et beaucoup dthiver? Et ceux qui ne le disent pas, pourvu qufils en
les voild,
alent les moyens, d&s la premi2re bise frisquette,.nouveaux oiseaux

qui
. - 3 ) - . - | . X Ay
migrateurs, ExxxxxxxX s'envoienten réacteur vers la Floride ou vers

les Caralbes !

58
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'

Fr. Abbott Prayed to Kateri Tekakwitha
Jesuit Attributes Restoration

Of Eyesight to Indian Maiden

MEMPHIS, Tenn. (RNS) —
An American Jesuit Bible
scholar attributes restoration
of sight in one eye which has a
destroyed optic nerve to the
miraculous intercession of a
Mohawk Indian girl who is a
candidate for sainthood.

Father Walter M. Abbott said
he suddenly regained sight in
his left eye after he and friends

“had prayed for the miracle for

more than a year to Kateri
Tekakwitha, who died in 1680
and whose cause:as the first
native American saint is being
promoted.

The 53-year-old priest, who
works in Rome as Pope Paul’s
representative in all common
Bible work, said that he had
letters from two leading eye
specialists who claim that the
return of his sight was
‘““medically impossible and
beyond explanation.”

The letters are being turned
over to the Sacred Congrega-
tion for the Causes of Saints as
soon as he returns to Rome,
Father Abbott told Robert R.
Holton, editor-in-chief of Com-
mon Sense, newspaper of the
Diocese of Memphis.
~ Mr. Holton reported that
Father Abbott, a native of
Boston, lost sight in his eye
when he fell down a marble
staircase in his Rome residence
on June 24 1975. The priest
fractured lus skull and wrist
and dislocated his jaw.
Physicians said head damage
caused a hemorrhage which
eventually destroyed the optic

. nerve in the left eye.

The priest related that he
returned to the United States
for further medical attention in
September 1975, and at that
{ime three eye specialists
determined that the optic nerve
had been destroyed.

‘““They said there was nothing
left of the optic nerve but dead
matter,” the priest said. ““They
also told me, individually, that
once the optic nerve is gone,
there is no way for sight to ever
return.”’

Father Abbott said it was
while he was recuperating at
Campion Renewal Center, a
Jesuit health complex in
Weston, Mass., last year that he
met Father Henri Bechard,
S.J., who is vice-postulator in
the cause of sainthood for the
““Lily of the Mohawks."

‘‘He said they had one con-
firmed first class miracle in

connecuon with Kateri and that.

there is a possible miracle on
record in Arizona but they still

needed a second confirmed
miracle to go ahead with the
cause of beatification and even-
tual canonization,” Father Ab-
bott recalled. ‘‘He was in-
terested in my case and asked if
I would go to the grave of the
girl and begin praying to her for
a miracle.”

Father Abbott continued that
in October 1975, accompanied
by his mother, sister and
several others, he visited the
Indian girl’s tomb in
Caughnawaga, south of Mon-
treal on an Indian reservation.

“Father Bechard explained
to me that in 1682 a formula of
prayer to the ‘Lily of the
Mohawks’ had been established
for the intention of her
beatification,”” Father Abbott
related. ‘It consists of one Our
Father, one Hail Mary, and
three Glory be to the Father
each day and I began saying the
prayers for the miracle inten-
tion.”

The priest added that many
others, including a cardinal and
a Jesuit expert on the life of
Kateri, joined in the prayer
crusade.

The expert on Kateri's life,
Father Francis X. Weiser,
professor-emeritus of theology
at Boston College, was quoted
by Common Sense as saying
that the Church is cautious in
accepting miracles.

‘‘Father Abbott is personally
convinced that his sight
restoration was a miracle,”
Father Weiser commented. ‘‘Of
course there is'subjective
assurance there. What the
Church must have is pure ob-
jective assurances. I have not
yet seen the letters he got from
the two doctors. Perhaps they
will provide the objective
assurances to move things
along. I hope so.”

Father Abbott, saying that
the loss of one eye did not in-
terfere with his work as head of
the common Bible section of
the Vatican Secretariat for
Christian Unity, gave this ac-
count of how he regained his
sight:

“I began to hope for sight tc
return in my eye when I realiz-
ed that I might be the instru-
ment of a miracle that could
help make this wonderful In-
dian girl the first native North
American saint.

‘‘With that hope, I had gotten
into the habit of opening my ieft
eye when I awoke each morning
to see if therp had been any
change. One morning in mid-
November I opened myv left

eye and I saw the ceiling clear-
ly. I looked around the room
and I could see things. I stood
up and found that I could see the
bottom half of the room
perfectly. It was a strange
feeling.”

This past Christmas Father
Abbott returned to the United
States to be with his family in
Boston, and took the occasion
for re-examination by two of
the doctors who had said he had
had no chance of ever regaining
sight in the left eye.

‘“There was a Catholic
specialist in New York and a
Jewish expert in Boston and
they both came to the same
conclusion — the optic nerve
was still nothing but dead tissue
and yet I had better than 50 per-
cent vision in the eye,” Father
Abbott said.

He added that the two
physicians wrote letters
attesting to their findings that
the sight return was ‘‘medically
impossible and beyond ex-
planation.” He said that the
physicians have asked éhat
their names not yet be disclos-
ed. .

In a letter to a ranking car-
dinal whose name he also
declined to disclose at this
time, Father Abbott stated:

“I wish to put something on
the record — the striking
testimony of faith which you
made when you were last in
Rome, not long ago. You phon-
ed me as you always do to find
out when we might meet, but
first you asked how my left eye
was.

“When I replied I had no
change in its condition to
report, you said immediately
and simply ‘I'm sure it will

come,’ meaning my sight would’

one day return even though
three eye specialists had said
the damage was perinanent.”

Father Abbott said he is
‘“‘convinced beyond any doubt in
my mind, that the return of my
sight in the left eye is a first
class miracle.”

The one who Father Abbott is
convinced interceded for him,
Kateri Tekakwitha, was born in
1656 of a Christian Algonquin
mother and a pagan Iroguois
father in a village on the
Mohawk River now known as
Auriesville, N.Y. She was bap-
tized on Easter Sunday, April
18, 1676, by Jesuit missionary
Father James de Lamberville,
and a year later ran away to the
mission of St. Francis Xavier of
Sault Ste. Marie in Quebec. She
took a vow of perpetual virgini-

TEKAKWITHA LEAGUE
Martyrs' Shrine
Auriesville, N.Y. 12016

ty ahd in 1680 died after being ill
for thany months.

Reflecting on the Indian girl’s
life, Father Abbott said that a8
a child she had smallpox which
left her face pocked and eyes

‘weak.

‘“This might be the connec-
tion with the eye,” he said.
“Also, Kateri had wanted very
desperately to become a nun
but because she was an Indian
she never made it.

“Perhaps now, in this day of
a vocations shortage, God caus-
ed this miracle through Kateri
as- a sign that religious
vocations are needed and will
b?ln to flower in abundance
again.”
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2.

vous donnons, comme vous le connaltrez bientdt. Gardez-le donc bien, et le faites

profiter & la gloire de Dieu et pour le salut d'une dme, qui lui est assurément

bien chére."

Tous trois, le beau-frére, le Huron et Kateri, prirent ensuite la poudre

d'escampette, tandis que la Poudre Chaude s'éloigna dans la directiond'Onneiout,
. son canton natal. Les fugitifs pagayaient rapidement, silencieusement, prenant

les courbes de la riviére sans diminuer de vitesse, soucieux d'éviter toute pour-

suite. Logiquement, ils auraient dfi garer leur ceno8 tout prés d'Amsterdam,

ol un petit cours d'eau, le Chuctanunda, se jette dans la Mohawk, et s'engager

dans les bois. Ctest que la riviére Mohawk s'oriente vers le sud-ouest , ce qui

devait éloigner nos voyageurs de leur destination; la quitter plus t0t deveit

les forcer & parcourir ensuite un terrain accidenté et difficile. Ils choisirent,

néanmoins, de descendre jusqu'sux environs des demeures holiandeises, 13

méme ou se trouvait le redouteble oncle

Pour le long trajet qui les attendait, ils avaient besoin de nourriture. Le
& Joh e
beau-frere aveit décidé dlaller acheter du pain & 11hh tation néﬁifﬁiéﬁzéé,
devenue territoire britannique aprés la prise et la reprise d'Orange en 1664 ;éTAET

1674. Les Anglais 1'appelaient Albeny, mais le nom. d'6range persiste longtemps.
Cependant , & Gendaouagué, on avait vite découvert la fuite de la ni&ce du

chef et envoyé un messager - ¢én avertir le vieil homme. Parvenu & Orange sans

be

avoir rencontré lIe—trie—de-fuyards, il répéra vite le chef au milieu des marchands.

Fureur de celui-ci en apprenant le départ de Keteri. Dans un geste de dépit, il
4 7"’(". aveed fre. M,f’f;’hll/m .Qfl’,w(:du.u"
chargea son fusil de trois balles, "pour tuer quelqu'un", dit-il. Avec toute '

1thebileté d'un guerrier rusé, il enfila un sentier apres l'autre & sa recherche.

Sens résultat.
) b(, /chﬁ/wcf
Comme le beau-~frere approchait éu—Eari_Qézgge, l'oncle de Kateri Tekakwitha

clui
vint vers ; , son arme & la main. Les deux hommes se croisérent sans que le vieillard
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L= Henyi-Bachard, :S.d. P

Joseph Benoit
Saint JeexmeRExkx=xx Cottolengo; cui faisait vivre

& ¥}

centainss

w

e
de melheureux, jetzit parfois & la fenétreé ce oui lui rcstrlt dlau~

ménes, quitte & mnencer, table rase, le

] 3= E ~ & T 2o i i PSR, g A S ¥
don. total & Dieu, Tout le monde, céependant.

sa “confiance en la Providence, n's pas recu une invite divine, une

o R TR A [P A SR LN S e Wl G S HNlatE 3
voeation spéciale pour ainsi agir. Pa: 135 ce int voulait honorer
3 e s ST o Y 5 Arrin A &5 e Seete ) s Joende 4+ T s =

1¢& comportement du pauveur durant sa vie, mais surtout durent la

Passion. A wrai dire, le non-usage des biens de la terre n'test pas
e sera excellent s'il est wvoulu par

le Seigneur, et le non-usage de 2 condition que l'ordre en

vienne de Tui.

Sous+le polds de la persécution et sur l'avis de son premier

toit, vivaient cing ou six familles.

ans ce cadre, s'est jouée lthistoire de ses jeunes années,
Fepevivyypexexxy C'est dans un esprit de dénuement évangélique

g SR PR K g S SR
gu'elle a dit adieu 3 =3

0s_de mais,

] ] T2l de lebr Baiviie . 5 N =
d ses lacs céruléens au fond de leur écrin de verdure, Non par

nzis par sdhésion & la volonté divine.

raché lee racines qui. la tepaient en sa
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ne se doutdt que cet homme etalt un de ceux qu'il cherchait.
4 nAT Pat i

Cachés dens umwe—feuriiee—dprisse, Kateri et le Huron de Lorette, un brave
chrétien , qui vivait en continence avec sa femme depuis plusieurs années, at-
tendaient le retour du beau-frére. Bien approvisionné de pain, celui-ci les
rejoignit enfin et leur raconta l'aventure. La jeune femme y vit une mani-
festation de la pro?gdence divine et se sentit portée & s'abandonner complétement

5 = b.Lacw it
& Bieu. Eile‘ie;olut alors de profiter le mieux possible de toutes les occasions
qui se présentaient de faire son salut.

Aprés un peu de repos, les fugitifs prirent. la route du nord. Au lac du
Saint-Sacrement, aujourd'hui lac George , ils  trouvérent un cano8, probablement
celui qu'ils avaient dissimulé dans les hautes herbes en descendant chez les
Agniefs. Dés le 1endema1n:n:i§“~;g% GGﬁpasser au lac Champlain . Kateri pagayait
aussi vigouresuement que les deux hommes, jetant de temps en temps un regard sur
les hautes berges parées de la splendeur automnale. Comme un chant de joie,
1'érable, le pih, le bouleau et le vinaigrier jetaient le vif incarnat, le vert
sombre , l'or pile et le blanc laiteux des feuilles,des aiguilles et des écorces
dans 1lfair vif du lac.

"Voici donc notre jeune indigene de vingt-et-unans, écrit un de ses contempo:
rains, qui se sauve sainte et pure, et qui triomphe de 1l'impureté, de 1'infidélité
et du vice qui a corrompu tous les Iroquois; voici la Genevidve du Canada; voici
le trésor du Ssult =~ qui est proche et qui a sanctifié les chemins de
Montréal & Aniés, par lequel plusieurs &mes prédestinées ont passé aprés elle.!

A Chambly, abandonnant leurs embarcations, ils prirent le sentier qui menait
au Sault Saint-Louis, que nous connaissons sous le nom de Rapides de lachine. Le
petit village indien éteit établi & un endroit fort élevé d'ol le regard pouvait
embrasser la grande nappe du Saint-Laurent jusqu'd la rive opposée . Dans le

lointein la fumée des petites maisons des Montréalais s'élevait et se dissipait

dans le ciel nordique. Un peu plus en amont, le fleuve s'étendait en un lac large

de deux lieues.  Au pied de la rive escarpée, les rapides faisaient un fracas
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-116- Henri Béchard, S.J.
A
terre, mais surtout pour ses parents iroqudis,

Nous savons comment elle & promis 2 Marie-Thérdse Tegaiaguenta de
prier pour elle au Paradis, A d'autres aussi. Sa dernidre nuit ici-basge
le Pére Cholenec nomma deux personnes des nlus ferventes, membres de la
Seinte-Famille, pour la veiller. La plus jeune des deux &tait aussi de
cette association: elle ntavait que vingt et un ou vin-t-deux ans. Apres
les pridres du erir 3 la chapelle, cette femme alla trouver le missionnaire
et lui demanda la permission de faire une pénitence pour obtenir la bonne
mort de celle gu'elle devait veiller, cu'elle aimait et dont elle se sen-
tait aimée. Deux sidcles plus tard, sainte Thérése de Lisieux recommanda
de beaucoup prier pour les mourants.37Les chrétiens attentifs 3 la voix
intérieure du Saint-Esprit l'ont toujours fait,

Cette Indienne passa un bon quart d'heure 3 se flageller. Kateri en
eut connaissance. Est-ce par intuition, par télépathie ou par une lumigre
spéciale? Aussit6t elle pria quelqu'un d'aller la quérir, Ce qu'on fit,
Lz moribonde encourage la jeune femme qui avait usé d'une si grande charité
& son égard; elle l'exhorte 3 persévérer dans la foi et 1lui promet ses
prit¢res quand elle serait au ciel. =
Son amie protesta de sa mis®re. Kateri la prend par le bras et ajoute
en le serrant: "Je smis bien, ma soeur, ce que je dis; Jje sais aussi le
lieu d'olh vous venez et ce que vous y avez fait, Allez, prenez courage.

Soyez sfre que vous €tes agréable 2 Dieu et que je vous aiderai aupreés

1

de luf%&
Autre délicatesse charitable de Kateri mourante. Le mardi saint 1680,

on lui donna le saint Viatique. Le lendemain, des membres de la confrérie

437
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Fr. Abbott Prayed to Kateri Tekakwitha
Jesuit Attributes Restoration

Of Eyesight to Indian Maiden

MEMPHIS, Tenn. (RNS) —
An American Jesuit Bible
scholar attributes restoration
of sight in one eye which has a
destroyed optic nerve to the
miraculous intercession of a
Mohawk Indian girl who is a
candidate for sainthood.

- Father Walter M. Abbott said
he suddenly regained sight in
his left eye after he and friends
had prayed for the miracle for

. more than a year to Kateri

Tekakwitha, who died in 1680
and whose cause as the first
native American saint is being
promoted.

The 53-year-old priest, who
works in Rome as Pope Paul’s
representative in all common
Bible work, said that he had
letters from two leading eye
specialists who claim that the
return of his sight was
‘“‘medically impossible and
beyond explanation.”

The letters are being turned

over to the Sacred Congrega-
tion for the Causes of Saints as
soon as he returns to Rome,
Father Abbott told Robert R.
Holton, editor-in-chief of Com-
mon Sense, newspaper of the
Diocese of Memphis.
_ Mr. Holton reported that
Father Abbott, a native of
Boston, lost sight in his eye
when he fell down a marble
staircase in his Rome residence
on June 24, 1975. The priest
fractured his skull and wrist
and dislocated his jaw.
Physicians said head damage
caused a hemorrhage which
eventually destroyed the optic
nerve in the left eye.

The priest related that he
returned to the United States
for further medical attention in
September 1975, and at that
{ime three eye specialists
determined that the optic nerve
had been destroyed.

‘“They said there was nothing
left of the optic nerve but dead
matter,” the priest said. “They
also told me, individually, that
once the optic nerve is gone,
there is no way for sight to ever
return.”’

Father Abbott said it was
while he was recuperating at
Campion Renewal Center, a
Jesuit health complex in
Weston, Mass., last year that he
met Fatber Henri Bechard,
S.J., who is vice-postulator in
the cause of sainthood for the
“Lily of the Mohawks."”

““He said they had ome con-
firmed first class miracle in

connecupn with Kateri and that.

there is a possible miracle on
fecord in Arizona but they still

needed a second confirmed
miracle to go ahead with the
cause of beatification and even-
tual canonization,”” Father Ab-
bott recalled. ‘“He was in-
terested in my case and asked if
I would go to the grave of the
girl and begin praying to her for
a miracle.”

Father Abbott continued that
in October 1975, accompanied
by his mother, sister and
several others, he visited the
Indian girl’'s tomb in
Caughnawaga, south of Mon-
treal on an Indian reservation.

“Father Bechard explained
to me that in 1682 a formula of
prayer to the ‘Lily of the
Mohawks’ had been established
for the intention of her
beatification,”” Father Abbott
related. ‘It consists of one Our
Father, one Hail Mary, and
three Glory be to the Father
each day and I began saying the
prayers for the miracle inten-
tion.”

The priest added that many
others, including a cardinal and
a Jesuit expert on the life of
Kateri, joined in the prayer
crusade.

The expert on Kateri’s life,
Father Francis X. Weiser,
professor-emeritus of theology
at Boston College, was quoted
by Common Sense as saying
that the Church is cautious in
accepting miracles.

“Father Abbott is personally
convinced that his sight
restoration was a miracle,”
Father Weiser commented. ‘‘Of
course there is'subjective
assurance there. What the
Church must have is pure ob-
jective assurances. I have not
yet seen the letters he got from
the two doctors. Perhaps they
will provide the objective
assurances to move things
along. I hope so.”

Father Abbott, saying that
the loss of one eye did not in-
terfere with his work as head of
the common Bible section of
the Vatican Secretariat for
Christian Unity, gave this ac-
count of how he regained his
sight:

“I began to hope for sight tc
return in my eye when I realiz-
ed that I might be the instru-
ment of a miracle that could
help make this wonderful In-
dian girl the first native North
American saint.

“‘With that hope, I had gotten
into the habit of opening my ieft
eye when I awoke each morning
to see if there had been any
change. One morning in mid-
November I opened my left

eye and I saw the ceiling clear-
ly. I looked around the room
and I could see things. I stood
up and found that I could see the
bottom half of the room
perfectly. It was a strange
feeling.”

This past Christmas Father
Abbott returned to the United
States to be with his family in
Boston, and took the occasion
for re-examination by two of
the doctors who had said he had
had no chance of ever regaining
sight in the left eye.

‘“There was a Catholic
specialist in New York and a
Jewish expert in Boston and
they both came to the same
conclusion — the optic nerve
was still nothing but dead tissue
and yet I had better than 50 per-
cent vision in the eye,” Father
Abbott said.

He added that the two
physicians wrote letters
attesting to their findings that
the sight return was ‘‘medically
impossible and beyond ex-
planation.” He said that ;the
physicians have asked ffhat
their names not yet be disclos-
ed. (it

In a letter to a ranking car-
dinal whose name he also
declined to -disclose at this
time, Father Abbott stated:

“I wish to put something on
the record — the striking
testimony of faith which you
made when you were last in
Rome, not long ago. You phon-
ed me as you always do to find
out when we might meet, but
first you asked how my left eye
was.

“When I replied I had no
change in its condition to
report, you said immediately
and simply ‘I'm sure it will

come,’ meaning my sight would"

one day return even though
three eye specialists had said
the damage was perinanent.”

Father Abbott said he is
‘“‘convinced beyond any doubt in
my mind, that the return of my
sight in the left eye is a first
class miracle.”

The one who Father Abbott is
convinced interceded for him,
Kateri Tekakwitha, was born in
1656 of a Christian Algonquin
mother and a pagan Iroquois
father in a village on the
Mohawk River now known as
Auriesville, N.Y. She was bap-
tized on Easter Sunday, April
18, 1676, by Jesuit missionary
Father James de Lamberville,
and a year later ran away to the
mission of St. Francis Xavier of
Sault Ste. Marie in Quebec. She
took a vow of perpetual virgini-

TEKAKWITHA LEAGUE
Martyrs' Shrine
Auriesville, N.Y. 12016

ty and in 1680 died after being ill
for thany months.

Reflecting on the Indian girl’s
life, Father Abbott said that a8
a child she had smallpox which
left her face pocked and eyes
weak.

““This might be the connec-
tion with the eye,” he said.
“Also, Kateri had wanted very
desperately to become a nun
but because she was an Indian
she never made it.

“Perhaps now, in this day of
a vocations shortage, God caus-
ed this miracle through Kateri
as- a sign that religious
vocations are needed and will
begin to flower in abundance
again.”



; Jc%f» 5’“{“’ %%‘“‘% M 2 cdring e A0
/umdz,«/* L_Auy-—éz*’/e“'ﬂ P el e e ’

gt
e v&ﬂaﬂ@,’éw 9@4@%,@,&%;&&_

Tl e Wﬁmw%—m—rww

“‘%—,wwww

MM@WJ'TW&LW@MWMM ‘-
CKGAM/—‘/J[)—&‘—WA Jwnns - Jaw,/éb@,,,—wm :
dey,&/mﬁaowu]www Mua&/wwww Ainkaes e G
/m,xswwwwwaﬂ%mwmﬂumk e
W;~';‘MWWM%O%\MMM;4M
MMJ\W /mwmwodfmﬁm

MW\A f/wzagwn CJWA/ML&.,%M

}MMW@M 5

/{M"”

7IcCey

% m,//u,(/p' " %M/‘ﬂ @Wxnu’& M?m/mﬁs .
W e e wdion
(—@—&—W‘T'
#&n—ﬁéu——hﬁt—v&r/é’w
W—%Vﬁﬁ_@(_&wwﬂu, e
Lm%\/ﬂ Md:ﬁwhcww W%"MMM

‘ﬂ?"&f‘“’” 7‘/’“/“*—3"4‘/&07'" S PN g WIS TR il
aégqm/xw aw,(w f)m Y inw Dokt Adn Ri®

Aawdabd/w(nr%. &4/)4;“;&4 7“"“""“}“‘% %/’M
W llean bemnad Bt Qe G pon e e



THE CATHOLIC NEWS Thursday, Januvary 27, 1977 ¢ §

Fr. Abbott Prayed to Kateri Tekakwitha
Jesuit Attributes Restoration

Of Eyesight to Indian Maiden

MEMPHIS, Tenn. (RNS) —
An American Jesuit Bible
scholar attributes restoration
of sight in one eye which has a
destroyed optic nerve to the
miraculous intercession of a
Mohawk Indian girl who is a
candidate for sainthood.

Father Walter M. Abbott said
he suddenly regained sight in
his left eye after he and friends
had prayed for the miracle for
more than a year to Kateri
Tekakwitha, who died in 1680
and whose cause as the first
native American saint is being
promoted.

The 53-year-old priest, who
works in Rome as Pope Paul’s
representative in all common
Bible work, said that- he had
letters from two leading eye
specialists who claim that the
return of his sight was
‘‘medically impossible and
beyond explanation.”’

The letters are being turned
over to the Sacred Congrega-
tion for the Causes of Saints as
soon as he returns to Rome,
Father Abbott told Robert R.
Holton, editor-in-chief of Com-
mon Sense, newspaper of the
Diocese of Memphis.

Mr. Holton reported that
Father Abbott, a native of
Boston, lost sight in his eye
when he fell down a marble
staircasé in his Rome residence
on Jume 24, 1975. The priest
fractured his skull and wrist
and dislocated his jaw.
Physicians said head damage
caused a hemorrhage which
eventually destroyed the optic
nerve in the left eye.

The priest related that he
returned to the United States
for further medical attention in
September 1975, and at that
time three eye specialists
determined that the optic nerve
had been destroyed.

““They said there was nothing
left of the optic nerve but dead
matter,” the priest said. ‘‘They
also told me, individually, that
once the optic nerve is gone,
there is no way for sight to ever
return.”’

Father Abbott said it was
while he was recuperating at
Campion Renewal Center, a
Jesuit health complex in
Weston, Mass., last year that he
met Father Henrl Bechard,
S.J., whe is vice-postulator in
the cause of sainthood for the
““Lily of the Mohawks.”

‘“He said they had one con-
firmed first class miracle in
connection with Kateri and that.
there is a possible miracle on
pecord in Arizona but they still

needed a second confirmed
miracle to go ahead with the
cause of beatification and even-
tual canonization,” Father Ab-
bott recalled. ‘““He was in-
terested in my case and asked if
I would go to the grave of the
girl and begin praying to her for
a miracle.”

Father Abbott continued that
in October 1975, accompanied
by his mother, sister and
several others, he visited the
Indian girl’s tomb in
Caughnawaga, south of Mon-
treal on an Indian reservation.

“Father Bechard explained
to me that in 1682 a formula of
prayer to the ‘Lily of the
Mohawks’ had been established
for the intention of her
beatification,”” Father Abbott
related. “‘It consists of one Our
Father, one Hail Mary, and
three Glory be to the Father
each day and I began saying the
prayers for the miracle inten-
tion.”

The priest added that many
others, including a cardinal and
a Jesuit expert on the life of
Kateri, joined in the prayer
crusade.

The expert on Kateri’s life,
Father Francis X. Weiser,
professor-emeritus of theology
at Boston College, was quoted
by Common Sense as saying
that the Church is cautious in
accepting miracles.

“‘Father Abbott is personally
convinced that his sight
restoration was a miracle,”
Father Weiser commented. ‘‘Of
course there is ' subjective
assurance there. What the
Church must have is pure ob-
jective assurances. I have not
yet seen the letters he got from
the two doctors. Perhaps they
will provide the objective
assurances to move things
along. I hope so.”

Father Abbott, saying that
the loss of one eye did not in-
terfere with his work as head of
the common Bible section of
the Vatican Secretariat for
Christian Unity, gave this ac-
count of how he regained his
sight:

“I began to hope for sight tc
return in my eye when I realiz-
ed that I might be the instru-
ment of a miracle that could
help make this wonderful In-
dian girl the first native North
American saint.

‘‘With that hope, I had gotten
into the habit of opening my ieft
eye when I awoke each morning
to see if there had been any
change. One morning in mid-
November I opened my left

eye and I saw the ceiling clear-
ly. I looked around the room
and I could see things. I stood
up and found that I could see the
bottom half of the room
perfectly. It was a strange
feeling.”

This past Christmas Father
Abbott returned to the United
States to be with his family in
Boston, and took the occasion
for re-examination by two of
the doctors who had said he had
had no chance of ever regaining
sight in the left eye.

‘“There was a Catholic
specialist in New York and a
Jewish expert in Boston and
they both came to the same
conclusion — the optic nerve
was still nothing but dead tissue
and yet I had better than 50 per-
cent vision in the eye,” Father
Abbott said.

He added that the two
physicians wrote letters
attesting to their findings that
the sight return was ‘‘medically
impossible and beyond ex-
planation.” He said that ;the
physicians have asked ﬂhat
their names not yet be disclos-
ed

In a letter to a ranking car-
dinal whose name he also
declined to disclose at this
time, Father Abbott stated:

“I wish to put something on
the record — the striking
testimony of faith which you
made when you were last in
Rome, not long ago. You phon-
ed me as you always do to find
out when we might meet, but
first you asked how my left eye
was.

“When I replied I had no
change in its condition to
report, you said immediately
and simply ‘I'm’ sure it will

come,’” meaning my sight would’

one day return even though
three eye specialists had said
the damage was perinanent.”

Father Abbott said he is
‘“‘convinced beyond any doubt in
my mind, that the return of my
sight in the left eye is a first
class miracle.”

The one who Father Abbott is
convinced interceded for him,
Kateri Tekakwitha, was born in
1656 of a Christian Algonquin
mother and a pagan Iroquois
father in a village on the
Mohawk River now known as
Auriesville, N.Y. She was bap-
tized on Easter Sunday, April
18, 1676, by Jesuit missionary
Father James de Lamberville,
and a year later ran away to the
mission of St. Francis Xavier of
Sault Ste. Marie in Quebec. She
took a vow of perpetual virgini-

TEKAKWITHA LEAGUE
Martyrs' Shrine
Auriesville, N.Y. 12016

ty and in 1680 died after being ill
for rhany months.

Reflecting on the Indian girl’s
life, Father Abbott said that a8
a child she had smallpox which
left her face pocked and eyes
weak.

‘“This might be the connec-
tion with the eye,” he said.
“‘Also, Kateri had wanted very
desperately to become a nun
but because she was an Indian
she never made it.

“Perhaps now, in this day of
a vocations shortage, God caus-
ed this miracle through Kateri
as- a sign that religious
vocations are needed and. will
begin to flower in abundance
again,”
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Fr. Abbott Prayed to Kateri Tekakwitha
Jesuit Attributes Restoration

Of Eyesight to Indian Maiden

MEMPHIS, Tenn. (RNS) —
An American Jesuit Bible
scholar attributes restoration
of sight in one eye which has a
destroyed optic nerve to the
miraculous intercession of a
Mohawk Indian girl who is a
candidate for sainthood.

Father Walter M. Abbott said
he suddenly regained sight in
his left eye after he and friends
had prayed for the miracle for
more than a year to Kateri
Tekakwitha, who died in 1680
and whose cause as the first
native American saint is being
promoted.

The 53-year-old priest, who
works in Rome as Pope Paul’s
representative in all common
Bible work, said that he had
letters from two leading eye
specialists who claim that the
return of his sight was
‘‘medically impossible and
beyond explanation.”

The letters are being turned

over to the Sacred Congrega-
tion for the Causes of Saints as
soon as he returns to Rome,
Father Abbott told Robert R.
Holton, editor-in-chief of Com-
mon Sense, newspaper of the
Diocese of Memphis.
_ Mr. Holton reported that
Father Abbott, a native of
Boston, lost sight in his eye
when he fell down a marble
staircase in his Rome residence
on June 24, 1975. The priest
fractured his skull and wrist
and dislocated his jaw.
Physicians said head damage
caused a hemorrhage which
eventually destroyed the optic
nerve in the left eye.

The priest related that he
returned to the United States
for further medical attention in
September 1875, and at that
time three eye specialists
determined that the optic nerve
had been destroyed.

‘“They said there was nothing
left of the optic nerve but dead
matter,” the priest said. “They
also told me, individually, that
once the optic nerve is gone,
there is no way for sight to ever
return.”

Father Abbott said it was
while he was recuperating at
Campion Renewal Center, a
Jesuit health complex in
Weston, Mass., last year that he
met Father Henri Bechard,
S.J., who is vice-postulator in
the cause of sainthood for the
‘““Lily of the Mohawks.”

‘‘He said they had ome con-
firmed first class miracle in

cmnecupn with Kateri and that.

there is a possible miracle on
record in Arizona but they still

needed a second confirmed
miracle to go ahead with the
cause of beatification and even-
tual canonization,”” Father Ab-
bott recalled. ‘““He was in-
terested in my case and asked if
I would go to the grave of the
girl and begin praying to her for
a miracle.”

Father Abbott continued that
in October 1975, accompanied
by his mother, sister and
several others, he visited the
Indian girl’s tomb in
Caughnawaga, south of Mon-
treal on an Indian reservation.

“Father Bechard explained
to me that in 1682 a formula of
prayer to the ‘Lily of the
Mohawks’ had been established
for the intention of her
beatification,”” Father Abbott
related. ““It consists of one Our
Father, one Hail Mary, and
three Glory be to the Father
each day and I began saying the
prayers for the miracle inten-
tion.”’

The priest added that many
others, including a cardinal and
a Jesuit expert on the life of
Kateri, joined in the prayer
crusade.

The expert on Kateri's life,
Father Francis X. Weiser,
professor-emeritus of theology
at Boston College, was quoted
by Common Sense as saying
that the Church is cautious in
accepting miracles.

“Father Abbott is personally
convinced that his sight
restoration was a miracle,”
Father Weiser commented. ‘‘Of
course there is subjective
assurance there. What the
Church must have is pure ob-
jective assurances. I have not
yet seen the letters he got from
the two doctors. Perhaps they
will provide the objective
assurances to move things
along. I hope so.” -

Father Abbott, saying that
the loss of one eye did not in-
terfere with his work as head of
the common Bible section of
the Vatican Secretariat for
Christian Unity, gave this ac-
count of how he regained his
sight:

“I began to hope for sight tc
return in my eye when I realiz-
ed that I might be the instru-
ment of a miracle that could
help make this wonderful In-
dian girl the first native North
American saint.

“‘With that hope, I had gotten
into the habit of opening my ieft
eye when I awoke each morning
to see if there had been any
change. One morning in mid-
November I opened my left

eye and I saw the ceiling clear-
ly. I looked around the room
and I could see things. I stood
up and found that I could see the
bottom half of the room
perfectly. It was a strange
feeling.”

This past Christmas Father
Abbott returned to the United
States to be with his family in
Boston, and took the occasion
for re-examination by two of
the doctors who had said he had
had no chance of ever regaining
sight in the left eye.

‘“There was a Catholic
specialist in New York and a
Jewish expert in Boston and
they both came to the same
conclusion — the optic nerve
was still nothing but dead tissue
and yet I had better than 50 per-
cent vision in the eye,” Father
Abbott said.

He added that the two
physicians wrote letters
attesting to their findings that
the sight return was ‘‘medically
impossible and beyond ex-
planation.” He said that ;the
physicians have asked éhat
their names not yet be disclos-
ed. e

In a letter to a ranking car-
dinal whose name he also
declined to disclose at this
time, Father Abbott stated:

“I wish to put something on
the record — the striking
testimony of faith which you
made when you were last in
Rome, not long ago. You phon-
ed me as you always do to find
out when we might meet, but
first you asked how my left eye
was.

“When I replied I had no
change in its condition to
report, you said immediately
and simply ‘I'm sure it will

come,” meaning my sight would

one day return even though
three eye specialists had said
the damage was perinanent.”

Father Abbott said he is

‘‘convinced beyond any doubt in
my mind, that the return of my
sight in the left eye is a first
class miracle.”

The one who Father Abbott is
convinced interceded for him,
Kateri Tekakwitha, was born in
1656 of a Christian Algonquin
mother and a pagan Iroguois
father in a village on the
Mohawk River now known as
Auriesville, N.Y. She was bap-
tized on Easter Sunday, April
18, 1676, by Jesuit missionary
Father James de Lamberville,
and a year later ran away to the
mission of St. Francis Xavier of
Sault Ste. Marie in Quebec. She
took a vow of perpetual virgini-

TEKAKWITHA LEAGUE
Martyrs' Shrine
Auriesville, N.Y. 12016

ty ahd in 1680 died after being ill
for rhany months.

Reflecting on the Indian girl’s
life, Father Abbott said that a8
a child she had smallpox which
left her face pocked and eyes

‘weak.

““This might be the connec-
tion with the eye,” he said.
“Also, Kateri had wanted very
desperately to become a nun
but because she was an Indian
she never made it.

“Perhaps now, in this day of
a vocations shortage, God caus-
ed this miracle through Kateri
as- a sign that religious
vocations are needed and. will
begin to flower in abundance
again,”
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THé CATHOMIC NEWS Thursday, Januvary 27, 1977 5

Fr. Abbott Prayed to Kateri Tekakwitha
Jesuvit Attributes Restoration

Of Eyesight to Indian Maiden

MEMPHIS, Tenn. (RNS) —
An American Jesuit Bible
scholar attributes restoration
of sight in one eye which has a
destroyed optic nerve to the
miraculous intercession of a
Mohawk Indian girl who is a
candidate for sainthood.

Father Walter M. Abbott said
he suddenly regained sight in
his left eye after he and friends
had prayed for the miracle for
more than a year to Kateri
Tekakwitha, who died in 1880
and whose cause as the first
native American saint is being
promoted.

The 53-year-old priest, who
works in Rome as Pope Paul’s
representative in all common
Bible work, said that he had
letters from two leading eye
specialists who claim that the
return of his sight was
‘“‘medically impossible and
beyond explanation.”

The letters are being turned

over to the Sacred Congrega-
tion for the Causes of Saints as
soon as he returns to Rome,
Father Abbott told Robert R.
Holton, editor-in-chief of Com-
mon Sense, newspaper of the
Diocese of Memphis.
_ Mr. Holton reported that
Father Abbott, a native of
Boston, lost sight in his eye
when he fell down a marble
staircase in his Rome residence
on June 24, 1975. The priest
fractured his skull and wrist
and dislocated his jaw.
Physicians said head damage
caused a hemorrhage which
eventually destroyed the optic
nerve in the left eye.

The priest related that he
returned to the United States
for further medical attention in
September 1975, and at that
{ime three eye specialists
determined that the optic nerve
had been destroyed.

‘““They said there was nothing
left of the optic nerve but dead
matter,” the priest said. ‘“They
also told me, individually, that
once the optic nerve is gone,
there is no way for sight to ever
return.”’

Father Abbott said it was
while he was recuperating at
Campion Renewal Center, a
Jesuit health complex in
Weston, Mass., last year that he
met Father Henri Bechard,
S.J., who is vice-postulator in
the cause of sainthood for the
“Lily of the Mohawks.”

‘“He said they had one con-
firmed first class miracle in

connectipn with Kateri and that

there is a possible miracle on
record in Arizona but they still

needed a second confirmed
miracle to go ahead with the
cause of beatification and even-
tual canonization,” Father Ab-
bott recalled. ‘‘He was in-
terested in my case and asked if
I would go to the grave of the
girl and begin praying to her for
a miracle.”

Father Abbott continued that
in October 1975, accompanied
by his mother, sister and
several others, he visited the
Indian girl’s tomb in
Caughnawaga, south of Mon-
treal on an Indian reservation.

“Father Bechard explained
to me that in 1682 a formula of
prayer to the ‘Lily of the
Mohawks’ had been established
for the intention of her
beatification,”” Father Abbott
related. ““It consists of one OQur
Father, one Hail Mary, and
three Glory be to the Father
each day and I began saying the
prayers for the miracle inten-
tion.”

The priest added that many
others, including a cardinal and
a Jesuit expert on the life of
Kateri, joined in the prayer
crusade.

The expert on Kateri's life,
Father Francis X. Weiser,
professor-emeritus of theology
at-Boston College, was quoted
by Common Sense as saying
that the Church is cautious in
accepting miracles.

“Father Abbott is personally
convinced that his sight
restoration was a miracle,”
Father Weiser commented. ‘‘Of
course there is subjective
assurance there. What the
Church must have is pure ob-
jective assurances. I have not
yet seen the letters he got from
the two doctors. Perhaps they
will provide the objective
assurances to move things
along. I hope so.” :

Father Abbott, saying that
the loss of one eye did not in-
terfere with his work as head of
the common Bible section of
the Vatican Secretariat for
Christian Unity, gave this ac-
count of how he regained his
sight:

““I began to hope for sight tc
return in my eye when I realiz-
ed that I might be the instru-
ment of a miracle that could
help make this wonderful In-
dian girl the first native North
American saint. !

““With that hope, I had gotten
into the habit of opening my ieft
eye when I awoke each morning
to see if there had been any
change. One morning in mid-
November I opened my left

eye and I saw the ceiling clear-
ly. I looked around the room
and I could see things. I stood
up and found that I could see the
bottom half of the room
perfectly. It was a strange
feeling.”

This past Christmas Father
Abbott returned to the United
States to be with his family in
Boston, and took the occasion
for re-examination by two of
the doctors who had said he had
had no chance of ever regaining
sight in the left eye.

‘“There was a Catholic
specialist in New York and a
Jewish expert in Boston and
they both came to the same
conclusion — the optic nerve
was still nothing but dead tissue
and yet I had better than 50 per-
cent vision in the eye,” Father
Abbott said. )

He added that the two
physicians wrote letters
attesting to their findings that
the sight return was ‘‘medically
impossible and beyond ex-
planation.” He said that .the
physicians have asked éhat
their names not yet be disclos-
ed. T

In a letter to a ranking car-
dinal whose name he also
declined to disclose at this
time, Father Abbott stated:

“I wish to put something on
the record — the striking
testimony of faith which you
made when you were last in
Rome, not long ago. You phon-
ed me as you always do to find
out when we might meet, but
first you asked how my left eye
was.

“When I replied I had no
change in its condition to
report, you said immediately
and simply ‘I'm sure it will

come,’ meaning my sight would"

one day return even though
three eye specialists had said
the damage was perinanent.”

Father Abbott said he is
‘‘convinced beyond any doubt in
my mind, that the return of my
sight in the left eye is a first
class miracle.”

The one who Father Abbott is
convinced interceded for him,
Kateri Tekakwitha, was born in
1656 of a Christian Algonquin
mother and a pagan Iroguois
father in a village on the
Mohawk River now known as
Auriesville, N.Y. She was bap-
tized on Easter Sunday, April
18, 1676, by Jesuit missionary
Father James de Lamberville,
and a year later ran away to the
mission of St. Francis Xavier of
Sault Ste. Marie in Quebec. She
took a vow of perpetual virgini-

TEKAKWITHA LEAGUE
Martyrs' Shrine
Auriesville, N.Y. 12016

ty and in 1680 died after being ill
for thany months.

Reflecting on the Indian girl’s
life, Father Abbott said that a8
a child she had smallpox which
left her face pocked and eyes
weak.

““This might be the connec-
tion with the eye,” he said.
‘““Also, Kateri had wanted very
desperately to become a nun
but because she was an Indian
she never made it.

“Perhaps now, in this day of
a vpcations shortage, God caus-
ed this miracle through Kateri
as- a sign that religious
vocations are needed and. will
begin to flower in abundance
again.”
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bien habillée, proprement comhne les
- FER i

cheveux bien graissés, bien liés et

cou de porcelsime%&%mxxxxxri. Tilles

vertes (sic) et de belles chemises,

{
tirés efsurtout iune chaussurz fort
J

s

quitter tout cela sans singularité;
\

pensée gui est du'elle ne cherchait
t

"Elle renonga & toutes les

Q

le

0

seulement une couverte (sic) bleue,

gulelle communiaib..."

Henri Béchard, S5.d.

autres, qui consiste & avoir les

bien pertagés; & charger leur
aiment 3 avoir de belles cou-

34 avoir les bas ou mitasses bien

propre... Kateri crut pouvoir

on voyait seulement par 13 sa

pas de mari...

ouvertes (sic) rouges et A tous

ornements cue les Indiennss mettent sur les-autres. Elle avait

neuve et simple, pour les jours

Aussi grave cue le problZme du vétement (rappelez-vous les lis

des champs), celui de la nourriture

d'hui pour les trois-quarts de 1l'humanité.

décision prise de ne pas se marier
beau-fré&re, plus précisément sur le
i

elle ne woulait pas trop le faire.

se posait pour elle comme aujour-
Sans doute, une fois sa

elle pouvait compter sur son

mari de sa soeur adoptive, Mais

On sait que son champ de mats,

celui qu'elle emblavail et dont elle était responsable, était fort

L)

étendus
apporté, devait besogner, malgré sa

crue.

2’*11@, si conscierncieuse, pour compenser ce qu'un mari aurait

pie¢tre santé, avec une ardeur ac-

EL pas seulement 2 entretenir sor chemp, mais 2 fagoter dans

l1a forét, & cueillir dens les cl:iriéres les fraises et les framboi-

ses, les mfires et les myrtilledSsik,

1

de la tenue compliouée de la cabane.

eusda tf&che penible,

d& cuire et 3 coudre et & s'occuper

Depuis toujours les pauvres ont
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1. Six (Jeen-Frengois),

Fd. dn Seuil, Paris, 1956. Photo dlunecidagerautographe

~neile en arabe, insdrée ‘entre les pp. 7 et 8.
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