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Before 20,000 demonstrators at a blg antli-abortion
rally in London, June 25, 1983 Miss Allson Davils, a
28-year-old handicapped British girl whose warm and-
charming personality lmmedlately captivated ths heartis
of the crowd said of herself:

"I have lived a happy life .... and I 1like to
tell doctors so, too.

"Dogtors try to defend what they are dolng by say-
ing 1t prevents the misery of living with handi-
¢aps....If they had thelr wagpeople who 11ke me ars
happy would not get the chance to live at all.

"Handilcapped people are unigue beings, just like
averybody else and dessrve to be treatsd as such.
No one is perfect after all, and even though our
1imitations may be morse physically or mentally
obvious than most, we still have the same capaclty
for happiness as those who are able-bodied, if
onl; we are allowsd to live long enough to provs
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MOTHER TERESA SAYS IT AGAIN!

In her taped message to this sams London rally from
her hospital bed in Rome, she saild:

“"PHE HEART OF MY FAITH IS THAT GOD HIMSELF
HAS BECOME AN UNBORN CHILD IN THE WOMB...
PO WHOM MARY HAS SAID 'Y-E-S!"

(((( With such rich thoughts from Terssa and Allson

via Beg the INFANT JESUS :

BORN ANEW THIS CHRISIMAS

Through His Virgin Mother

and Foster-Father Joseph
to bless every coupls in the world with
unbounded love for esach child even though
not vlanned. ))))) :



BILLINGS OVULATION METHOD --- 2.
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98.5 o/o EFFECTIVE !

India — {982 A statistical study of 25,098 couples who have been
practicing the ovulation method for the avoidance of pregnancy for the past
three and a half years just reported a method effectiveness rate of 99.4%.

Korea — 1978 A statistical study of 3,806 couples in the Kyu San Cho
area who used the method for the avoidance of pregnancy reporied a
method effectiveness rate of 98.8%.

Nigeria — 1979 A study of 5,059 couples from 34 centers around the
country reported a method effectiveness rate of more than 99%. All the
centers stated that illiterate couples could chart successfully.

United States — 1979 A six-center study of 7,077 couples in six
states of the United States reported a method effectiveness rate of 98.8%.

Ireland, New Zealand, India, the Philippines and El Salvador

~— 49841 A five-country study of 725 couples, conducted over a period of
three years and undertaken to determine the effectiveness of the ovulation
method by the World Health Organization, concluded that the ovulation
method effectiveness rate was 97.2%. It further reported that almost all the
women in the study were able to identify their fertile phase.

Dominican Republic — 1984 Their latest report revealed that the Bill-
ings Ovulation Method is being taught in the 18 dioceses of ‘ the island.
They conducted 267 teacher training courses in 1981 and their teachers
have taught the method to 67,558 couples.
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"WHO'S AFRAID OF HEBA?" - (the Embryo).

Chapter 5: Fifth Week

“In a week I have doubled.

My height is now 1 centimeter.
My weight 1s 1 gram. I havs a
head, a bresast, an abdomen
wall - all distingulshabla.
Also syss with the retina, the
crystalline lens and eyelids.
~-My ears and nose started grow-
ing.

It is glready possible to
register my ELECTROCARDIOGRAM!

o

"CONTRACEPT ION ALWAYS3 INDEFENSIBLE"

. it - 0 . -

John Paul II, Sept. 13, 1983

- "It 1s a denial of God gver to think or to say anything
suggesting that artificial contraoeption can bs Jjust-
ified in any circumstances.’

- "Thoss who use artificial means of contraception
attribute to themselves A POWER THAT BELONGS ONLY
TO GOD" (power over the sources of human life!)

- "They arse squivalently saying that in human lifse
there are situations whers it 1s legitimate not to
recoguize God as God."

- "Priests should try to help couples having difficulty
in remaining faithful to the law of .God .... but
such ald doss not include down-grading His law'
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A Couple with children is a MINI-CHURCH
and a New Canter of GIVILIZATION.
: PRAISE THE LORD'
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SHARING PERSONHOOD

One of 1ife's difficulties - even after we
are married - is our tendency to go on Just "doing
our thing," segregating the many aspects of our 1lifs,
- the material, financial, social, spiritual - each
one by one and not as parts of a wacle.

Onoce we entsr the marriage covenant all that
should change. The many aspscts of 1ife ars to be 3
regardsd as parts of a whole: ONE LIFE of two persons
constantly expressing our relationship to gach other
and our mutual relationship to othsrs - to OUR par-
ents, OUR ochildren, OUR neighbors, OUR housework.

Even in sexual relationship we are no longsr
just "doing together something that's pleasurabls" -
we are SHARING PERSONHOOD by total gift of self,
body AND soul, soul AND body.

Hence non-verbal communication becomes some-
thing very important. If we can be fully prasent
to each other through varieties of touching all day
long we will arrive at real communication, of list-
ening to each other which 1s the greatest way of all
to be ogen to gach other in big things and little.

))

“WITH MY BODY I THEE WORSHIP" (((
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"ADOLESCENTS: APPLAUDED - CONGRATULAZ&D'

Charles W. Norris, ¥.

o

("At lesst 50 o/o of adolescents havs slrsady )
([ chossn to be responsibls and havs chossn ]
{ abstinence as appropriate for them." ]

Surely one of thes most gensrous complimsnts to our
youngsters and from one who should speak with auth-
ority from his long years of study and acqualntancs.

Aftsr an exhaustive list of Christian valuss in
the maks-up of truly Christian ssxuality hs sums
1t up in ons profoundly inclusive concspt.

First the list:(of human-Christian valuss)
Respsct for self and others
Conduct consistent with who ws ars
Self-knowledgs
Self-gssurancs
Self-undsrstanding and enlightenment
Respect for true rsproductive hesalth
Respect for nature and natural blologics
Respect for one's own reproductive ability
Chastity
8slf-control
8s1lf-dignity
8glf-worth
Sense of responsibility
Freedom to bs your own psrson
Intsgrity in interpersonal relationships
Knowlsdge of not being ussd or sbussd
Avoldancs of pregnancy and abortion
by social pressurs
Fresdom from vensreal diseass
Freedom from contraceptive complications
Saving yoursglf for your spouss
in a 1life-timse commitment

Yig summary concspt:"So profound is ths concept of
human fertility - its bsauty,
Powsr, and its responsibls accsptance - that ths
FUTURE OF THE FAMILY AND THE WHOLE OF THE HUMAN RACE
might well depend upon its understanding and its
accsptance."
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For evsry girl aged 14 or 15 ner BLO33ULM . Lion.
_MER OVULATIGN -
1.5. time of POSSIBLE CONCEPTICK!

1l-ysar-o0ld girl says to her mothsr:
"I can't walt to have my first OVULATIUN.
-(Not "menstruation")
She can now accsept hersslf as a WOmSH .

PART I: Signal for bsginning of blossomisg

- givsn by gland (bsnsath brain
(benind syss
- to ovary (on alternats side, 1s5ft

)

R rignht)

- from ovary to: breasts
hips
pubic nair
PART II: ONE OVUM - ripens and lsaves cvir,
- TH:B: 1 out of 100,050.)
- (If she 19 not marrisd)
Ovun is picked up by FINGERS CF TUBE

- Diss within 24 hours
_IS ABSORBED in tube by special cslls

_ After @ wesks, LINING FALLS FKC. WGMb

with blseding (Menstruation)
/// END OF CYCLE ///

FART III: (If married,)
— before 24 hours are finlshed - in ths tubs
OVUM MEETS SPERM (1 out of €0 milllon sperm’ )
- Resulting in CONCEPTION
—.gfter 5,6, of | 48V¥9,
the FERTILIZED ©OVUM, i.s. Embryoc
NESTS (is implanted)
IN THE LINING OF THE WOMB
- (No menstruation - until 5 or more months
after birth) '

B
For these "revelations' and those on Los
next pags it 1s highly recommended to rsad:
“rHE JOY OF BEING A WOMAN" by Ingrid Trobisch
(Harpsr and Kow)

(9 : e
((Cur addresy NFPS/Fgypt,Zox 73 Faggalah, Zalro,igypt))
et 20 £ e
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A WOMAN'S MYSTERY - MCRu KiVeLATICNS.

Fvery girl of 1% years anc up tg-a “mysbery to
hersgslf.

Every woman on marrying 1s also s "mystery" to nar
partner'

HER KE&CTIONS (or "pevelaticna") occur in every cycle
with marked diffsrencss 1in 2 directliong:

BEFORE OVULATION: - "Feminine'signs appear

to enhancse her attractiveness

- her skin: clsar, translucent

-~ har dlisposition: happy, cptimistic

-~ her stand in facing hardscips: at eass
6.g. in sportis

in studlss

AFTER~6VHL&¥ION:—-L“Maiarnailslgnﬁﬁ.hAni

-~ her breasts larger, ICLSE tender
and in marriage)milk producing if pregnant

- heavier in weight

_ her disposition: easlly discouragsd, upsel, sick

- her stand in difficultises: sad,
sluggish
(Drivers, note.)
] i t
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N.F.P.ers :: Don't Forget KATERI.

From Fr. Yenri Béchard, 3.J. Promoter of her cause.:

"Two years ago you wrots tnat Katsrl 1s your
sscondary patron and that ths Hdoly Family 1s
'the Tirst. Incidentally 3lsssed Kateri was a

membar of the Holy Family A4ssocistlon and had
grest devotion to Jesus, fary, and Josaph."

{

Ser story so admirably dsscribed by Fr. Francis

deiaer, 5.4, Lors. &f 30, Fsul Press) has a

marksd gppeal to Zgyptlarn wownsn and girls.
"Blsss Fa

i Lilx of tas Mohawk,
G BT

-
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BE 5 COF BILLINGS NATUKAL FAMILY PLAMNNIKG

NEEDS HELPS LASTING wi&SULIS
To space/limit Chart Sigms Sglf-
sizs of of Ovulation =¥ Knowledge
Family .
A
Recognizs Fertility
Fertile Days .{—9 Awaresness
v
By Naturasl Abstain on —3| Sslf-Mastery
Fertility Contrgl Fertile Days :
Intercourse on |_3| Conjugal
Infertile Days _Mastsry
For Love and Devslop Other Improved
Spiritugl Ways of Loving ——} Personal
Growth L Relationsh

//////////////////////////////////////////////////////// ’

"WHO'S3

AFRAID OF HEBA?" (ths Embryo)

Ch. 9: 9th Week and 10th Wesk

Now all my organs function;
muscles and nerves synchronizs.
I move my arms and legs, suck
my thumb. I somersault and

swim in the .amniotic fluld.

I can grasp a hair whsn it
comes out. I feel pain; hsar
sounds and rscall them.
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NATURAL -BREXST FEEDING:

Recently a Congress on the uss of bregsst feged-
ing was held in Cairo under tha auspices of 4in Shanms
University, Assiout University, Suez Canal University
The Amsrican Institute of National Family Health and
the Egyptian Committes on Fertility. The congraess
discussed scveral points, sors of which were :
1) Bregstfeading as the right of tha baby.

2) Breastfe8ding slicits grsat mutual sympathy
bstween the baby and its mothar.

3) the milk of the breast not only prevants the :
thirst of the baby but prewents allergy diseases
as well,

4) Mothsars should be advised not to succumb to the

propaganda about artificial milk,

5) Many babies who are given artificial milk die
from diarrhsa.

6) The Congress discussed the relation bgtwaen
breast. feeding and contracsption. It was found
that some contraceptivss raduce the amount of
milk in the mother's breast.
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A social-minded Orthodox Bishop from Uppsr
Egypt came with a representive of the Middle East
Council of Churches and wers plsased to recsive
copies of our O.M. literature in English and Arabic
with the added request to bs on our list for any
othser productions, The Bishop gave us entrés to a
large social center under his jurisdiction. this
SBUREGE,

(1)



Couples keep coming one Dy Oné = maybs one a
waak or so after hearing of our prejact from othar
couples or priests ; we give them instruction as they
oome and we try to reach them for follow-up - not so
easy when they have on phone as often happens .
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Propaganda : by newslettars. To keep HFFB in the
minds. of many who are intsrested or responsibls for
family promotion, wa send out an NFPB newslstters
avery 2.months to over 500 individuals and groups
drabic, English, French and Italian. Recipients araes
The Apostolic Huncio and all the nierarchy ol Egypt,
all ths Catholic churches with their priests, all
the Catholic schools and dispensariss.pun by sisters
brothers, prissts, - all in the hops that at least
they will not be obllsed to say+that thay naver hgard
about NFPB'

Outsida Egypt- Qur arabie puplications are

rcaohins othcr Arabic-speaking countrias - so far

Sudan Lebanon Syris . Jordan
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WHO'S AFRAID OF HEBA?" - (the Embryo)

oD s P e o o e - D D D D D P D DD e

Chapter Ts The 7 th wesk

My 1lips open . I start
to smile and put out my
tongues . The brains mre
complete, I can feal
tiokling . The fingers
- grow. thas fingerprints
are thoss I will hava
when I am 80 ..

My tall is 2 Cn
My weight 1s.2 grams

(2)



Congregations of Sisters hava inoreased thsir
help in organizing group, particularly in their
dispensaries and centers

Congregatlions : - Centers

Assumption Sisters T R AR T,

Combonian Sisters R ol e e R
Holy Famlly sisters ....ccccvcececece
Migsionariss of Charity ........ Finen
Hotre Dame des Apobres ...cc.vcoevcsee
gt Viflednt da Paul o oo ta . v
Qe dann ANEIA8 . . s oh Tt nanas e
Mora a8 DIEM .. cccifucoavesvaviese voses
Sacred HEart .c.ccceltvccrcosoinsscnsce
Franciscans (Immac. Conc. SR el s s
Sistaers of O.L. of SorroWws ..ecc.cceee
§isters of Sion (8r. Bmmahuel) ......

N PO A B PO S PO

$pocial'0;n. Topﬁoa ; We are on the péiﬁt.oi

complaténg four helps to understanding and practis--
ing O.HM. ;

¥ You Are So 3pecial” - for girls 16 ysars old.
" Brgastfseding and O.M." for mothers( and Fathers
" Marital Continence and true Love"- Mainly for
. husbands
" Parents and Sex Education of Thelr Children
How to Teach O.M. - for new teachers of O.Ms

%

New tesachingcailds:

‘Plastic, rs-usable colored stickers for keep-
ing charts combined with simple gxplanation that
can bs easily learnsd by unlsttaersd women. " Family
of Americas Foundation" Inc., are the sourcs for
thess valuabls materilals.

(3)



THE CENTERS OF OVULATION METHOD IN EGYPT

| " THE MEDITERRANEAN SEa

e HAGAZA
NAGADaA

NAG EL SOIAGH
GARAGOUS
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Rev. Frank R. Haig, S.J.
President

Le Moyne College
Syracuse, New York 13214
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Jan. 10, 1985
The Kateri Csentar
Box 70, Kahnawake, P.Q.
Canada JOL 1BO

My PLEDGE TC KATERI Date: Jan. 10, 1985

I, ths undersigned, pledge to offer up each day ons Our Father
and Haill Mary until the miracle needed for Blsssed Katsri's

canonization is obstainsd.

Nams: Leo J. Shesz, s.)].
P.C.Box 73 Faggalah ; 4
Cairo, Egypt L /



DE LA Zi:ﬁg EFAMILLE ‘ w,,lh];‘.e]lm;m

B.P 73 -FAGGALA i

LE CAIRE - EGYPTE Cr s 5,2
TEL. : 800411 - 900882 Wi
ADR. TELEGR. : JESUITES - CAIRE s\l g o 2 Gl Ny

June 28, 1985
Dear Henri:
Peace! Joy! Lovs!

Just received yssterday a note from Fr. Roland St.DEnis, s.j.
informing me that the gift of 100 dollars brought by Fr. Rens
Paquin some tims ago was from you. Sorry for the delay in ack-
nowledging your great charity. I think I told you that I hopes to
publish Kateri's life (by Fr. Weiser, s.j.) in Arabic - at lsast
the major part. That would allow for the Egyptian tendsncy not to
read books! Meanwhile I would likse very much, 1if possible, to get
a slide-packags of her 1ife which my poor memory lists as a work
of the 3isters of St. Paul at Auriesvills, N.Y. I wrots thsrs but
never received a reply. Can you nelp me with sxact inform%}}SEOg dﬂéf

Thanks again manh times ovaer for the Aaratd A a



You can
help
Kateri's

reciting
the
Lord’s
Prayer
daily
for

her
prompt
Canoni-
zation.

You can
help
Kateri’s
Cause
by
speaking
about
the
Lily
of the
Mohawks
‘o

‘our

iends.

can

Causa Beatae ° Cause de la Bienheureuse ° Cause of Bless

KATERI TEKAKWITHA

September 9, 1985

(Tl FRANTISG -
MISSIO SAN m |

N
Kahnawake, P',Q:’ Canada k

Box 70 (61 4-525-38



TEKAKWITHA CONFERENCE

NATIONAL CENTER
POST OFFICE BOX 6759
GREAT FALLS, MT 59406-6759

(406) 727-0147

April- 12, 1985
BL. KATERI TEKAKWITHA

MEMO
T.O: Northeast Regional Tekakwitha Planning Committee
FROM: Fr. Gilbert F. Hemauer, OFM Cap.
SUBIJECT: Follow Up Planning Meeting for 1985 Conference
April 27,1985 10:00 a.m: =400 p.n:
St. Lucy's Parish, 432 Gifford St., Syracuse, NY
AGENDA
10:00 a.m. Opening Prayer - by St. Lucy's Kateri Circle
10215 asms Presentation and Update - by Fr. Gilbert F.
Hemauer, OFM Cap., President and Executive
Director, Tekakwitha Conference National Center.
T1:00-a.m Reports from other members of the Planning

Committee. (Come with your suggestions,
recommendations, and reports of any new
developments, realistic options and possibilities.)

12:15-p.m. Lunch
1£2305p=

2530 Do General discussion and finalization of plans for
August Conference.

4:00 p.m. Liturgy - Celebrant: Fr. Gilbert F. Hemauer, OFM Cap.

If at all possible, | would appreciate your presence and participation. If you
are unable to attend, I'd appreciate hearing from you and your recommendations
and ideas can be shared at this meeting.

Committee Work

3

My prayers and best wishes are with you. | pray for God's continued bless-
ings and the protection of Blessed Kateri during the coming year.

P.S. If you need to come in the day before or leave the day after this meet-
ing, the community at St. Lucy's Parish, together with Fr. James Carey, have
offered overnight accommodations. Please contact Fr. Carey at St. Lucy's to
make these arrangements: -315 475-7273.

Board of Directors Mr. Joseph Savilla President & Assistant Secretary-Treasurer

Most Rev. Thomas J. Murphy, Fr. Patrick J. Twohy, S.J. Executive Director Fr. Emmett G. Hoffmann, O.F.M. Cap.
ST.D., D.D. Sr. Eva Solomon, S.C.J. Fr. Gilbert F. Hemauer, 0.F.M. Cap.

Fr. Gilbert F. Hemauer, 0.F.M. Cap. ~ Mr. Anthony Pico

Very Rev. Donald E. Pelotte, S.S.S. Msgr. Paul A. Lenz Episcopal Moderator

Mr. Leon Cook Most Rev. John F. Kinney, D.D.
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October 1lth., 12th., and 13th. 1985

Kateri Hall
Kahnawake, Que.

THIME: "DO NOT BE AFRAID"




Friday, October 1lth., 1985,

8:00 P.M, Word of WE LG OME

- Singing Prayer Group by: Friends of Kateri.,
- Getting acquainted.

GOOD NIGTHY Have a good rest.

T I A RO AT S Y A A

Saturday, October 12th.

9 :OO I\ .I“’I 3 COffee
10:00 A2, =Blessing of the Hall,

- Scripture Reading: Mark 5: 36-42.
by Brenda Rice

- Word of Welcome by Brenda Rice

11:00 Talk on Kateri
by Rev. Fr. Henri Béchard, S.J.

- Goffee Break.

11:40 Question Period addressed to Fr. Béchard.

12:00 - Imnch served in the halle

1:00 Singing prayerful songs.
Scripture : TIumke L: 18 by Iouise Rice.

1:30 Guest Speaker: Walter ILinklater from Thunder Bay,

Introduced by Rita McComber,

3:00 Coffee Break,

- Question Period,

};:00 SHARING

5:00 Mass -~ Dinner at the Hall.

7:00 = Prayer Meeting.

Good Nightt

Sunday, October 13th.,

9:30 -
11:00 - Mass at the Church.
12:15 - _ILaneh—in=-the-Hall,

Bon Voyage !

Do have a safe trip homel

Thanks for coming.



[€ Moyne College

Office of the President

September 18, 1985

Rev. Henri Béchard, S.J.
KATERI

Box 70, Kahnawake P.Q.
Canada JOL 1BO

Dear Father Bé&chard:
Thank you for your recent letter
about my homily at Auriesville. As you
requested, I am enclosing a photograph.
With best wishes,
Sincerely,
(Rev.) Frank R. Haig, S.J.

President

FRH/mw
Enclosure

Le Moyne Heights, Syracuse, NewYork 13214 (315) 446-2882



Hwy. 21 East, Box 110
Necedah, WI 5L6Lb6
May 1L, 1985

Kateri Center

Box 70

Kahnawake, P.{4., Canada
JOL 1BO

Dear Vice-Postulator:

Thank you for your perscnal answer to my letter
requesting filmstrip of Kateri.

I don't have a black and white photo of Kateri
at this time but will forward the color photo(s) of
her and her sister and little brother who has since
passed away.

The good Lord has blessed us with another baby,
not yet born (will be expecting Sept. 8th- Blessed Mother's
Birthday). The little unknown is very healthy and
exceptionally active I am told. We are very greatful.

Through the loss of our dear scn the good Lord
has blessed us with the opportunity to establish
a business that we have hoped for for quite some time
now. We will be starting an outlet for fine artisans
and center our theme around quality handcrafts. This
has only been possible through prayers and I am most
certain our little Matthew Joseph in heaven has been
pgeading incesstantly. Our family obligations will be
easier to meet with this new endeavor and we have
promised God to support the Church and our country.
The good Lord has been exceptionally generous to us
in allowing this work.

God Bless you and your works.

Sincerely,
7 et . olnc it
Mrs. an Schmidt

Encs,
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' Abg. 15, 1985

Dear Father Henri:
Peace of Christ!

Your very cordial letter of congratulaticns for my priesthood
jubilee arrived just o month ago. I didn't answer quickly becauss
T had written (according to my correspondence records!) to you én
June 28th, to thankl you for the 100 dollar check I received from
Fr. Roland °t. Denis, S.J. of Canadian Jesuit Misslons, and in
that same lettsr I thought I asked your help to scout up a slide-
package on Kateri. The one reference I came across%?ﬁ was to Srs.
of St. Paul in Auriesvills, N.Y., I wrote to them months - maybe a
year ago - and never received fian answer.

Of courss I was beautifully touched by your letter of congrat-
ulations and also by your recalling my Kateril devotion in Baghdad.
T think I also mentioned to you at ome point that we would like to
publish an Arabic version of Fr. Weiser's beautiful story; but bsfore
attemptingthat I was hoping we could start with the slide-package
— in Arabic of courss -. A friend from Utica offered to round up
litsrature on Kateri for me; I took that opportunity to tell her about
the slide-package deal. I and Mother Teresa's Indlan sisters hers



gave the Lord the chance to work a miracle in Kateri' name for g
12-year-o0ld crippled boy in the Sisters' houss. Prayers are always
heard - and answered - in the best of ways. Else why call our God
"FATHER"? I have bsen begging her help for several other cases and
am ready to pray till my last breath for the results to appear. I
entrusted the first Fgyptian postulant of the Indian Sisters to the
care of Katerl and the lovely 20-year-cld girl is clearly moved at
the idea. :

So now: (1) enclosed is my best photo (I just hope I am not quite
so dour or sour as the photo shows me to be); I thought I was wearing
a gentle smile!

(2) If I'm mistaken about the slide-packgge's existence,
Please do set me straight. If it exists and can bs sent as filmstrip,
T e OV B Ll L Do ot mreter . E D e %#a »
(3) Would youapprove our using the recent prayer,for
her canonization to produce the same but in Arabic, I would liks to
give it a.try?

Very many thanks for the Jubilee Mass you offsred; that's of
course the best possible!

More power to you and your cchorts in promoting Kateri's causes.
If I don't hear from you in a month or so, I'll write again. Mean-
while ardent best personal regards to you, Henri,

In union Holy Sacrifices,

/4%2
Lec J.SBea, /s.].

1
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Rev, ¥Pr., He
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Canada @52’
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Dear Fr, Be rd,

I received your letier addressed to Fr. Vincent Gomes
Catao, 8j, Pune., You asl about the permission to reproduce
a painting of Christ appearing to the Aposties on Easter night,
entitled "Peace to You" by Angelo de Fonseeca. Till recently
I was Director of Art India, the centre whieh is publishing the
above pigbuee. Please go ahead and publish it., As a matter

- of principle we normallw ask for a small contribution which we

pass on to the artist or his family. Could you pay the
equivalent of US Dollars 5 and send them to Rev. Br. Julius

D'Souza, Art India, 20085 St. Vincent Street, Pune 411 ooil,
With kind regards,

Yours sincerely in the Lord,

0 o Whany sttty =

Matthew Lederle, sj
Provincial

Copy to:
Reve. Br. Julius D'Souza, sj
Art India,
2008 St. Vincent Street

Pune 411 ool.



)

.
»
O
- f
c
Y
c
H .
¢
»
[ S
»
» 8
L
~ j..
¢ €l
H
» N
J

Rev. Fx‘. Henri Bechard, sj
Miss:.o Sencti Francisci Xaveriiyis/
~Kateri )\
; '&\ B
» Box T0 (514=525-3611)
: - Kahnawake, P.,Q., ,»Q
G CANADA JOL 1BO

Sender s name and address

ol
Panaji 48,300 s
= &  sone

NO ENCLOSURES ALLOWED -




8/15/85
THE FEAST OF THE ASSUMPTION - 1985

CENTENNIAL OF THE SHRINE OF OUR LADY OF MARTYRS
Most Reverend Howard Hubbard, Bishop of Albany; Very
Reverend Joseph Novak, Provincial of the Province of New York
of the Society of Jesus; Very Reverend Bernard Carriere, Pro-
vincial of the Province of French Canada; Very Reverend Timothy

Curtin, Vice Provincial for ;he/gpclgl Apgstolate of tgg4ﬁgbygﬂce 3

=id 1 S .
‘Very Rev i11i ; the Jesuit _com-
it y erend William Rejl1 S.J.4 Superor = Seusy

of “New Yotkégéery reverend and revérené’fqthers, esteemeafééocons, i
beloved sisters, friends of the Shrine of Our Lady of Martyrs,
when 1 came here today I travelled the way I imagine most of you
did, by automobile. One hundred vears ago, the celebrant of the
first mass that dedicated this shrine as it then existed was the
Very Reverend Robe}t Fulton, Provincial. IHe acted for the Bishop
of Albany, the Most Reverend Francis McNierney, who was ill,
Father Fulton and the other worshippers could not have come as

we all did. The automobile and the bus did not vet exlst. . The
standard means' of transportation in those days were by horseback,
by railroad, -- there used to be a railroad stoglon here at the

foot of the hill --and by some kind of ship,*bgfhops dn @ cangl,

such as the Erie Canal. If we go back much further in history,



Feast of the Assumption 1985 Zi

to when Jesuits first came to the area which is now New York
State, the common means of conveyance would have been either

by foot or bv ranoe. , 7 ' S

©»

In 1635, Jean de Rrébeuf, later to be St. Jean de Brébeuf, wrote
famous set of rinstructions :
giving rules to Jesuit missionaries as to how they were

to bepave\when tngy travelled by canoe. Let me mention just three
of “'his’ ii:eixvvs'(/cgf advice. = |

Rule 1: If you pick up a paddle, do not put it down. It
was considered a matter of etiquette among the Iroquois that if
you picked up a paddle that meant that you were volunteering to
serve in that capacity for the whole trip. It was very bad
manners to pick up a paddle and then put it down and not work
for the rest of the trip.

Rule 2: While in a cahoe, do not wear your hat. In those
times Jesuits still wore hats, and then tended to wear rather
large sort of pancake type things such as one still sees now

and then used by the clergy in Rome. But that would mean that

the Iroquois brave seated behind the Jesuit in the canoce, or
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even in the following canoe, would have trouble seeing around
this big hat. Consequently, one is not supposed to wear @
hat in a canoe.

Rule 3: Under no circumstances stand up. Well, this we

o el e

6 e S P~

can understand easily. The canoes were were from 10 to 36 feet in length

and they were made out of birch bark., usuolly from one tree, Especially
reSpectea were the Algonkif canoes

They weré de51gned to be very llght, very durable, and very
swift in the water. The result was that they were also very
unstable and it was extremely easy to tip a canoe over. There—
fore, under no circumstances would you try a dramatic pose of
standing up and waving to the crowd on the shore. If you did,
you, and the other members of the canoe, would soon be swimming.,
Well, that’s the way life was in those days.

wé now celebrate today the 100th anniversary of the founding
of Auriesville, At the same time, we celebrate the Feast of the
Assumption of Our Lady, the mother of Our Savior. And so I would

like to spend some time thinking about the first reading that we

heard today and then seeing how it applies to our situation in
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this anniversary celebration,

We hear today of a great sign in the sky. A woman clothed
with the sun, with the moon under her feet, and on her head @
crown of twelve stars. And then we hear of a huge dragon,
flaming red with seven heads and ten horns and a tail that
sweeps away one third of the stars of the sky.

All this is beautiful, rich, even lavish imagery. But it
is not exactly clear, After all, dragons nowadays are something
of an endancered species and seven-headed dragons even more so.
And how does one get ten horns on only seven heads? Moreover,
we have something of a difficulty now in that women do not wear
things on their heads. Although, if the thing they wear is @
crown of twelve stars, and by twelve stars we actually mean
diamonds, they might be persuaded to use it, at least on occasion.

So the reading forces us immediately to ask three questions:

1. Why did John use this elaborate, sumptuous imagery? Why

didn’t he just say flat out what he was thinking about?
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2. Who is the woman of whom John speaks?
3, What does that woman tell us, and does she say anything
to Auriesville and to our occasion?

'S0, as to John's use of imagery, let’s remember the.situotion
John was in. He tells us in the first chapter of the Book of
Revelation that he was on the Isle of Patmos in the Aegean Sea
where he had been exiled in the persecution started by the Roman
government toward the end of the first century. As a prisoner
of the Roman emperor Domitian, John could hardly criticize the
Roman authorities. He and his fellow Christians were in enough
trouble as was. So he had recourse to an old device, apocalyptic
literature, a luxurious poetic sign language in which John could
say what he wanted about the situation without the persecutors %
ever understanding what was meant,

For instance, a dragon with seven heads can mean simply a
perfectly terrible dragon since seven is a perfect number. A

dragon with seven heads is, therefore, perfectly a dragon. Or,

it could mean Rome, that city built on seven-hills, that imperial
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power that was persecuting the Church in John's day. At any rate,
you cannot really put someone in jail for being against perfectly
dreadful dragons, can you? And there is no sense suspecting
insults and treason on all sides. So John was home free. =

John therefore uses a code language, a language his Christion.
readers can understand but no one else. For instance, why does
the dragon have ten horns? Well, because the dragon described

in the Book of Daniel has ten horns signifying the ten kings from

Alexander the Great down to Antiochus Epiphanes, the great perse-

cutor of the Jews in the second century before Christ. So we

have a whole code language so those who know the 0ld Tesfoment
can understand.

But then, who is the woman of the passage? Now note that
we are dealing with poetry and we do not want to be too logical.
A pbem can mean many things. The woman, first of all, is Eve,
Remember in the second chapter of the Book of Genesis when God
puts a curse on the serpent he says, "I will put enmity between

you (that is, the serpent) and the woman and between your
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offspring and hers. He will strike at your head while you will
strike at his heel.” (Genesis 3:15) John has made the serpent
of Genesis into a dragon and that dragon waits to fight against
the offspring of Eve.

Secondly, the woman is the Deople‘of God from whom the
Messiah comes and all the other children who keep the people.
of God living., Evil fights against the people of God but God
protects his people against evil by preparing a special place
in the desert away from harm,.

Thirdly, the woman is Mary, the perfect embodiment of the
people of God. Why do we say this?

First of all, the apocalypse of Saint John is in the same
tradition as the Gospel of John, whether it is the same John or
not. There has been some dispute on that from early times. In
the Gospel of John there is the strdnge circumstance that Our
Lord in talking directly to His mother does not call her “Mother.”
He uses an unusual mode of address which we have not been able to

verify elsewhere in ancient literature. He calls her “Woman.”



Feast of the Assumption 1985 S

At the marriage feast of Cana, for instance, He says., "meon, why
are you concerned? My hour has not vet come.” On the cross He
again says to His mother, “Woman, there is your son.” This passage
particularly must have burnt itself into John’s memory since he
was there and he was directly the person Our Lord referred to.
How could he avoid realizing that Mary thereby became his mother<
and the mother of all the foithful?) And so, this experience is
bound to be in his mind when he speaks of a woman clothed with
the sun, with the moon beneath her feet. Is he even momentarily
“thinking back to Mary on Calvary, in pain at the birth/death
of her son as Messioh but now seen in the glory of the Easter
resurrection?

So the womoh is all of these: Eve, the people of de, the
Church, Mary, and perhaps even more.

Well finally, what does the woman tell us and what does
she tell us at this moment in the one hundredth anniversay vear

of the founding of the Shrine of Our Lady of Martyrs?

First; she tells us to have confidence, The people of God
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suffer persecution. They go through pain, waiting, and anxiety.
Sometimes the persecution is violent, Sometimes it is just that
persecution which is the allure of the world and our own‘weokness.
Sometimes it is just that we get tired trying to keep things
moving forward. In any case, God oiwoys offers us a special
place, a special providence, a special protection.

Secondly, the womgn tells us something of the future. The
future will reveal the victory of the woman’s child. That victory
Paul has described for us:

"Christ has been raised from the dead, the first fruits of <
those who have fallen asleep.” Every sovereignty, every authority,
every power will be destroyed, put aside, superseded. So in Christ,
all will achieve new life but each in proper order. So first MoryQ
and then ”all those who belong to Him.” The woman would achieve
"q special place...prepared for her by God,” but then so would 011'
those who love her son.

It is no sUrprise that Mary could sing a special sdng, her

Mognificdt. Following Paul, who quotes Jeremiah, she could
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remember :

“Let not the wise man glory in his wisdom, nor the strong
man glory in his strength, nor the rich man glory in his riches,~
butArother let him who glories glory in this that in his prudence
he knows the Lord.”

It is in this tradition that Mary can say, "My being proclaims
the greatness of the Lord, my spirit finds joy in God my Savior.”

So John used a splendid lush Oriental style of speaking to
encourage Christians in a time of persecution without being
—detected by theif persecutors. The woman of whom he spedks is
Eve and the chosen people, the new Israel, the Church, and most
perfectly, Mary. And Mary in her Assumption tells us to have
confidence that as she has taken her special place beside her
son-os are we called to do.

And that 1eods us to where we began, the rules for travel
in a canoe. The first and most importont——.if you take up the
paddle, do not put it down. Here at Auriesville the paddle has

been taken up. AIt will not be put down. And in the future, @
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hundred vears from now, we will again gather -- someone will

gather -- to celebrate the bicentennial of Auriesville. I am

sure that the Bishop of Albany will again be present as will

the then serving‘Provinciol. You know, I do not know how people
will come here at that time. They will not come by automobiles

as we now know them because by that time we will certainly have
used up all the petroleum in the world. Somehow they will come
ond.they will keep paddling however one paddles in those days.

and with joy in their hearts they will once again hear those words
of John on the Isle of Patmos as they celebrate on that day the
Feast of the Assumption-a great sign appeared in the sky - @ woman
clothed with the sun, with the moon under her feet, and on her

head a crown of twelve stars.
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Rev. Leo Shea, S.J.
Will Mark Golden
Jubilee June 23

Father Leo J. Shea, S.J., will celebrate
the golden jubilee of his ordination to
the priesthood on June 23. Father Shea,
82, directs a Catholic family planning
educational center in Cairo, Egypt.

Three years after his ordination,
Father Shea joined the new mission in
Baghdad, Iraq, where a few other New
England Jesuits were in the process of
founding Baghdad College, a high
school that, two decades later, would
also give birth to Al-Hikma University.
Father Shea served in Baghdad until all
the Jesuits were expelled in 1969. He
has worked in Egypt since.

A native of Lawrence and a graduate
of Lawrence High School, Father Shea is
the brother of Margaret Geagan of
Hyannis, Mass.
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