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FACULTY 40 CLINTON STREET
NEWARK 2, N. J.

Home : 3 Reynolds Place, Newark 6, N. J.
lay 27, 1955.

Conf'idential

My dear Father Bechard:

Your devotion to Venerable Kateri is very edifying. I too am
devoted to her. Her little statue is our our room. Last time I saw
H, Excellency Most Rev. Cicognani, who wrote something excellent on her
in his book Sancity in America, I spoke to himabout her cause. His
opinion was something to tnis effect: that what we need is the proof of
miracles. Or he might also have mentioned something about the paucity of
meterials on her life. I do not remember wnich.

As for articles I am not in a position to write. First, I do not
know her enough. I shall read the French book on her. Secondly, I am
wholly engaged in writing a book in juricprudence. I am now a full-time
professor of law at the School of Law of Seton Hall U., ana xEx being a
new school, the authorities here are pressing me to produce something
on law as soon as I can. Ae it is I have not got enoughf??? the job.

Where I can be useful is probably in writing to tne Holy Father and
gome friends in Rome. But you will have to furnish the materials, If
posegible make a tentative draft of the letter ror me.

All these tnings I write in absolute cont'idence, and I feel free to
do so because I am writing to a Jesuit.

Filially yours in Christ and Mary,
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3 Reynolds Place,
Newark 6, N, J.
October 28, 1953,

Rev. Henri Béchard, 8. J.
V.-Postulator for the Cause of
Venerable Kateri Tekakwitha,
Tekawitha,

Mission Saint-Francois-Xavier,
Oauzhnawaga, Quefgbec,

Canada.,

My dear Father Henris

Your foolishness belongs to the the foolishness of God. I am confident
that God will prosper the Cause.

I am delighted with the draft of Father O'Brien, S. J., He is not
a Jesuit and an Irish in vain., The prose is beautiful.

I have made some corrections so as to make it really my own. But, as
you will see, the corrections mostly consist of additions, which remind
me of St, Thomas who said that the natural law can be changed by way of
additions, not by wey of deduction or detraction. The few little changes
in the wording are made for some reason or another, which you will easily
appreciate, I am sure, and so will Father O!'Brien.

When your letter ceme (yesterday evening) I was just engrossed in my
latest work on Justice Holmes, which is now practically finished. I went
to bed with the Father's Rmxfkx draft, which enchanted me go that I
was not able to stop. 8o weak is human nature! I got up late this
morning and missed the Mass and Communion., Mea culpa, mea culpa, mea
mexime culpa. I beg you and Father O'Brien to offer some gpecial Magses
for me for all my negligences and sins and that I may progress in the
spiritual life. Let the White Lily of France and the Red Rose of the
Mohawks pull me along until I reach wher God wants me to be. Tell them that
I eam willing to ym be pulled along.

This worning my wife smelt a whiff of frankincense--a sure sign that
the Saint of Lisieux is pleased with what we are doing for her Sister
Kateri. 1IP she is pleased, God is; and if God is pleased, O Father Henri,
Wwe can stake our lives upon it.,

at/

I suggest tha@ﬂibe end of the article you will please add a list of refer-
ence books and pamphlets and articles in any language they have appeared.
This would mmke® support the article. Even academic tricks have to be used
in this world of intellectual snobbishness. God knows how I despise learning.
But we have to be all things to all men for the love of God. I learn this
from the Jesuits,

I could not conquer my itch in underl}@ng some sentences with red and blue,
to mark my warm response to the sentiments and ideas expressed or to the beauty
of the expression. Thesed underlines are to be disregarded of course in the
printing. But don't they serve to meke them more my own in spirit and in letter?
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Un DOCUMFNTO HECHO POR MARIA

En los jardines del ¥aticano, existe un grupo escultorico que llama la aten -
cion del visitante, Representa a dos personajes. Uno de ellos es el arzobispo -
Juan de Zumarraga arrodillado ante la imagen de Maria pendiente del cuello de un
indio de raza azteca. A prpposito del hecho representado por esta imagen, el actual
ponfifice. Pio XII, se expreso asi: On the Cloak of humble Juan Diego, brushes wich
werw not from here below, left painted a most appealing Image wich the destiructive
work of the centuries was to respect”

Ese gesto captddo en el marmol del monumento, fué la culmina
cion de una serie de episodios que caﬁbiaron los destinos de un continente, Esa esaé-
tua se alza en recuerdo de la primera y mas famosa intervencion de Maria en favor de la
razas del continente americano.

Permfitasenos recordar brevemente la historia: 10 aros despues
de la conguista de Mexico v tma vez terminada la geurra entre indios y espafioles -
solo quedaban los restos del que fuera el imponente imperio Azteca. Se comenzaban
a levantar los cimientos de una nueva cnacién. Pero los indios guardaban un sordo -
rencor con los espafioles. Muchisimos de ellos seguian aferrados a sus antiguas su-
persticitnes, El trabajo de los misioneros era sumamente lento. Los guerréros espa-
floles tenian la sensacion de hallarse sobre un terreno minadio, que 2l menor descui-

15731

do podria hacer explosion. Wl 9 de DiciembreYSn humilde indio de Cuautitlan, recien

convertido al catolicismo, se dirijfia al templo de Santiago Tlahtelolco en donde los

PP. Franciscanos ensefiaban la doctrina cristiana. Juan Diego en su caminoheﬁia que

pasar por las faldas de una montafia 1lamada el Tepeyac. Por ahi caminaba apresurada-

mente, cuando de pronto le parecio oir una simforia de voces, cuya melodia de as@e-
mejaba a la de los pajaros, Se admiro mucho de esto. Cuando aquellos cantos sesaron

ofo una voz que le decia con dulzura: Juanito, Juan Dieguitoi El indio se acerco

al sitio de donde venia la voz ¥ vio entonces a una Sefiora de celestial hermosura

. . . . - 4 .
cuvas irradiaciones maravillosas daban una hermosura fantastica a las rocas de la

¥odtafia. "Juanito, el mas pequefio de mis hijos, ¢ a donde vas?, prosiguio la Sefiora



Cn
Y Juan Diego con gran sencillez y respbbo, explico sus intenciones. Entonces Maria,-
pues era Ella i;*qﬁé le halaba a Juan Diego le hizo saber que "QUERfA UN TEMPLO , -
PARA EN BL MOSTRAR Y DAR TODO MI AMOR, COMPASION, AUXILIO Y DEFENSA, PUES YO SOY VUES/
TRA PIADOSA MADRE, A TI, A TODOS VOSOTKOS LOS MORADORKS DE ESTA TIERRA, Y A 1LOS DE/
MAS AMADORES MIOS QUE ME INVOQUEN Y EN MI CONFIEN; OIk ALLi SUS LAMENTOS Y REMEDIAE TO/
DRAS SUS MISERIAS,PENAS Y DOLORES" ﬁQuiere que vayas a ver al Arzobispo de liexico y le
trasmitas todos mis deseos — Ve v ten por seguro que te lo agradeceré y te lo pagare
porque te haré feliz y mereceras mucho que yo te resompense el irabajo gqwe- y fatiga
con que vas a procurar lo que yo te encomiendo,...'

Juan Biego~se entrevisto con el obispo, pero eéste no le dic credito.
El indio, lleno de tristeza no sabia qué decir a la Sefiora cuando de nuevo la enconirara.
La Virgen Maria se hizo presente otra vez a Juan Diego en esa misma tarde, &l indio le
suplico que a fin de que su embajada tuviera exito, mandara a otro mas digno que el a
quien podria dar mas credito. Pero la Virgen insisti® para que sig uiera desempefiando
su comision, Fue de nuevo Juan diego al arzobispado y alli le dijeron que no bastaba su
palabra, que era necesaria una sefial que mostrara la procedencia celestial de su peti-
cion, Emisarios secretos lo siguieron, a fin de descubrir alguna supercheria, pero pert
dieron su rastro en la montafia, Juan Diego se presento de nuevo er- a Maria y le comu-
nido el mensaje del Arzobispo. Y Nuestra Sefiora le resondic: Bien esta, hijito mio -
volveras aqui mafiana para que lleves al obispo la sefial que te ha pedido" Pero al dia
siguiente Juan Diego tuvo que atender a su tio moribundo v cuando se le ofrecio volver
por su camino montafioso, en su simplicidad creyo que podria esquivar a la Sefiora., Pero
Maria le salio al encuentro v le reconvino dulcemente: "Ho se turbe su corazon, ¢No estoy
vo aqii que soy tu Madre..? Ten la seguridad de que tu {io esta ya sano. Y la Sefiora le
orderfo cortar frescas Lea- rosas alli en la mohhéfia, donde jamas se habian producido -
Juan Diego las cortd y Maria las bendijo. Estas rosas son la senal., Ve, TU ERES MI Ll
BAJADOR MUY DIGNO DE CONFIANZA. E1 indio se presento al Obispo, cubriendo cuidadosamente
las rosas., Y cuando estas cayeron al suelo, aparecio la imagen de Mara’de Guadalupe pin-
tada en la tosca manta de Juan D;@go. Este fue el hecho que una vez conoﬁido acelero la
conversion de los indios, esta es la jmagen en donde ellos tienen puesto su amor desde

s = Sign .2 s
hace mas de cuatro siglos, este es el documento maravilloso que Maria dejo de su primpr
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TEKAKWITHA

CAUGHNAWAGA, P.Q.

THE STORY OF TWO SOULS - 1.
It is the privilege of Almighty God to bestow the grace of sanctity where

and when He will and on whomsoever He thinks anxious to follow His counsels
« l‘x&_/ s ,~{ £ ‘\ NS, 7 / \/w"r\_C ~ v‘ f‘,\\,f(- [ \;;‘ O Al oot ,2;.4

of perfection 1n a unique way. , Thus we have salnts for all times,for all
causes,and for almost all places. From St. Stephen, the Apostles and mar-
tyrs through the middle ages till today, the seed sown by the divine Har-

/t e/ywua[f
vester is blossomlng 1nto the pure and mature flower of sanctity. The

Church, in solemn session, through the vicar of Christ, is constantly add-
ing to the roster of the saints, models of virtue who at once command our
respect and solicit our imitation. Perhaps the model who claims our sub-
servience has not yet heard the silver trumpets sound in her honor over
the tomb of the Apostle. May we hope that through the intercession of
Therese, whom she so much resembles, Kateri may soon be raised to the honors
of the Altar., Jucd a memé Marvelows resd 2owe o formot T Shed & e bemee
el frogro— ot B 1kl ook i How vy rOOVer q Mie

In nineteen hundred and twenty-five, only twenty-eight years after her
saintly death, Therese of the Child Jesus was raised to the Canon of the
saints., Her life, to the idle onlooker had been quite ordinary,:é;;; dull.
The life of a contemplative Carmelite rarely makes the headlines of the dai-
ly press. But into this seemingly fruitless life of twenty-four short yeafs
had been packed the dynamic experience of a soul's utter and complete devo-
tion to Christ and His cause. "God exisﬁs...He loves me...I love Him" is
the lesson of the life of little Therese. She waved the magic wand of love
over her simplest action gpdA}QFNi?gﬁpy;}lianggm}igyg_and clarify every
thought and feeling even to the deepest recesses of her soul. Who could
know that the life of this "ittle victim of Divine love" would prove an
irresistable attraction for the W@@gd at large?

Saints, say the wise, are unique; no two are ever alike, Certainly

they all love and serve the same God but their approach to Him is diverse,

If this be true, it precludes the possibility of having saints of the same

Bt r*?xf (S g
spiritual family. Salnts,';ii_IH heir approach to sanctlty, choose an
\)"\LI Maeny old e b macmov bt RV Nege U thery nales o € {—

identical path. They may 1ffer in race,mtime, and outward clrcumstance/,

but they will be essentially alike in their spirituality.



TEKAKWITHA

CAUGHNAWAGA, P.Q.
1 - continued

In Kateri Tekakwitha and St. Therese, we have saints of the same
spiritual family. It may seem impertinent to compare Kateri to Therese,
because it is to compare a venerable to a saint, a Mohawk maiden to the
fair flower of France, the w11dernes;u8;'Eﬁééziatég(the culture of nine-
teenth century Europe., But Therese did not become a saint because she
was French and lived in Lisieux or Kateri because she was a Mohawk and

(on_sppirih

lived in an American forest. The reason why they are 51stesza§nbs we

ignore; the secret lies with God. That they are two most similar buds of

intend to show,

There is a strange fascination in watching experts go about their
task; they proceed without haste and anxiety but sure of foot and hand.
The finished product1251;;ﬁ;ie,hgeam¥;fnl and bears little evidence of the
exhausting effort that went into its construction. So it is with our
saints: we see the finished product of two souls who took the path of
spiritual childhood and the finished product is a mature sanctity of

surpassing beauty and excellence. Reading their lives, we feel our hearts

1ift in admiration and wonder that Christ, the center of their lives,
could demand so much of these two; yet we should conclude that their

lives had been the epitome of joy for themselves and for their immediate

companions. We have come soO far off normal that we do not realize that
in this lies the beauty and simplicity of Christian perfection. To follow

Christ is not to kill nature,but on its trunk, graft the shoots of the
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C. appr eccl. Luke Ch'en

TEKAKWITHA, LILY OF THE MOHAWKS
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