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EATIERINE THIARXGA

Late in the year 1864, in the historis eity of Baltimore,
thore was held the Third Plenary Oounieil of the Catholie hierarchy of
the United Bsates. This memorable ecolesiantionl meeting, extending
over a period of uimoet & month, was presided over by the renowned
Archbishop Gibbons of Baltimope as delegate of the Holy See. Its deorees
- wers signed by 14 mhbzampa, 61 Bishops or m:_r m»nﬂﬂm.
& Abbote, and )1 Ossieral of & religious ocmu&im.
Toward the close of this most fmporsant and most mnlﬁn
gathering of the rulers of the Ulmreh in the United States, they
solemnly addressed a formal pesition %o the Holy Fether, urgently request-
ing the beatirication of Father Isese Jogues and his two companions,
all of whom hed died &8 martyre for the ¥ukth in what is now New York
State. In the same communication they hgbly expressod $o Pope Leo YIII
their ardent desire uhat.one day there might be raised to the honor of
the altar a saintly Indlan mafden, born in the very village where Issee
Jogues and his cogpanions had met thelr brutal and savape death-=Katherine
Fekmleiaha, Mhe: L3y of S Moo o W R s
Anid she a;umm splapdor of she Basiliod of 8¢, Peter
in Rome, aluost @ quarter of e eentury ago, fseao Joguss end John Lalende
and Rene Goupil ware canonized as saints. Perhaps in the Provideice of
Almighty God our generstion uay also witnses the beetificdtion of thas
noble soul who fop twenty years of her iifs hallowed the Mohawk Valley
by sueh holiness and senotity thas hep feilow-tribesmen styled her
"the falrest flower that ever bloomed anong true men,” How fitting it would
be that she Le the Pirst to be canoulzed a saint of eny born within the
eonfines of what is now the United Statess-she who lived and grew wp in
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indian village and palisade, who experienced adventure by trail and

lake und river, who witnessed pagan sorcery and heathen war-dunce and
savege torture, she who gaved in fascoination upon Indian feast and
gouncil, she who rejolced in holy gladness at the ever expaniing success
of the tireless blaok-robed missionaries in eoivilising and Christisnising
and sanotifying the fiercensss of the dseriean Red-man,

"0 God, Who didet wondrously protect the innoeence of Thy
servant Hatherine Tekaiwitha, and bestow upon her the gift of falth and
the spirit of penance, grant, we beseech Thee, that all who invoke her
intercsssion may obtain what they desire; @0 that her favor with Thee
may be manifest to all, and she may Le exalted to the honar of our altars,
»u among the Blessed in heaven."

_ It was in the year 16066 that Hatherine Takakwitha was bora
in the i1ittle Indian village of Ussernenoni--now Auriesville--situated on
the banks of the lohawk Hiver in Hew York fitate., Her father wes a leader
among his peoplej her mother, also an Xdian, hed been carried in captivity
from Canada during a war between two Indlian tribes, However, she had
saPlier been baptized by & black-robed missionary, and legend has it
that her Life was comsplouous for its senouity and virbtue, |

Surely this devoub mother must have beWsiled the faot that
the saving waters of Baptiom em;zd not be poured out over the head of hey
1ittls ehild, Neither sheme the few other Christisns in the little
Indian viilage wonuld dere administer the saered rite themselves, for they
stood in reverential awe of the holiness of the Haorament, They eould
only prey that the bitterness of the Mohewks end the Iroquols against the
W missionaries of Christ would soon be dissipated. Vor bitterness
and enmity and hostility shere were. %em yesrs before the birth of
¥atherine, the brave and intrepid Isaac Jogues and his loyal companion
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John Lalande, had suffered a oruel and inhasn martyrdom ln that very
viua'ga of Ossernmenon. #And shree years before their death, Lene Goupll,
& gentle young physician who had lef't the refinements of France to help
humbly in the conversion of the wilterness inhabitants of the New Worldee
into his skull had been buried the tawmhawk of an Indian, and then his
iifeless body was mockingly W Uhrough the settlsment awid hooting
and jeering and rejoleing. Such was the village of Ossernenon.

Easherine Takekwitha was an instinctively geantly ehild, docile
and salf-restrained. Pué!mya these oharseferistios wers due to the sarly
treining given her by her mother. Yet in God's Providence, she was not
%o snjoy her parente’ care foy long. ihe was only four whon & dreadful
sgourge foll upon the populasion, and the Little ohild lost father and
mother and brother,

When the entire village was moved from ite plague-ridden
location %o a new site about a mile %o the west, the orphen Ketherine was
adopted into & family of relatives, Hure she lived for six years in
typisal Indien fashion. She powdered and baked o boiled the serm, sooked
the meat, drew water fron the wellk pleked wild berries in the forest,
tanned the skins of animels oaught in the chase, and helped So meke and
decorate tho tribal ralsent,

Yot all the while, the growing ehiid pondered Geeply uvon the
sysiariss whioh everywhere sonfronted her. mmszem ware formed that
were %o ramain etehed on har mind for lLife--Smpressions about the variety
and besuty of all she sew about her, impresuions of the order of sunrise
and sunaat, of season fierce and mild--and wonderment about the Power whieh
brought all this about. '

Then she would form lsprsssions of another kinde-sven more
Eysteriousi--of the aontrast botwaen the eruslties wresked on the priscner
of war and the kindlinsss of many of the Chriesian women, eaptives like
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her own mother had been, and who treated hexr as if she were their owne
Naturally her little hesrt was drewn to them, and she could not fail %o
reslize that thw ware animated by & spirit wholly dirfferent from that of
the others in the village. She saw in then a habit altogether distinetive,
a habit of comwsuning with God which &0 murked them out Shat they were known
as Prayer Indians. ALl this 414 the little child seej and upom 1% her
11ttle mind veflected day aftor G4y, passing beyond the Knowiedge of the
secn o the unssen, ({rom what was balow o sonathing Alwmshw above it.
Deep down in her sould she heard the genuly whiupers of the volee of
consaience, &nd graduslly she began to realize thet it was re-schoing the
voige of Him to Whom the Christlans prayaed,

Katherine was only ben, when once again she witnessed the
destruction of her viilage~-this time not by plugus, but by cannon dall and
fleme, Par the warlike Indians wore subdued Ly the French im & ferceious
end bloodespiliing struggle., Saddensd though she was at the deleat of her
people, Tor the iitsie Indian girl this ves indeed & blessing in disgulse.
For when peuce was restored, missionariee m to preagh the word of God.
How eegorly she watohed the blaek-robed priest as he labored tirelessly
among her people. And deeply impressed upon her toc was the awful gulf
between the superssition and idolatry and moral degradation of her pagan
asquaintances, snd the profound faith, the devous worship,.the loving
oharity, and the exemplary condust of those who had embreced the blaok
robe's way of Life. '

Holy Seripturs teils us that Ood tests those whom He loves
by trial end suffering. Yo L% was in the came of Katherine Takakwltha,

As & result of hepr refusal to marry ab the insistence of hey guardians,
the housshold beoume embittered against her. fhe was subjected to pstiy
perseoution for her unwilliingness %0 a0t in sccord with a tribal custom
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that was considered sacred, The hardest labors were assigned 0 here
tasks far beyond her strength. Yet not a word of cumplaint escaped her
iips. Perheps she rejoleed in her suffering--for did 1% not make her in
some way like unto the nissionaries who seliflessly saerificed rest and
comfort and health in thelir avid quest For souls?

On the feast of the Resurrection in the year 1676, Katherine
Takakwitha became a Catholic, From the hands of a young Jesult missionary
she received the Secrament of Baptism. ‘hen rolloved a life of herole
sanotity--a u:l.’o which oftentimes provoked oppression end persecutios,
pecause it wes & living rebuke bo the moral degredetion that surrounded
her. Indesd on one ocoasion a young Indian stealthily followed her end
angrily Shreatened her life with his hetohet i she refused to remounce
ner Palth., iut Ho no avail. Unflinehingly she faved him. "You may take
my 1ife,” she eslmly said, "but not my Vaith."

The last four years of the life of this Indian maiden were
passed at 8t. Francis Zavier Micsion inCanude. ‘here she had gone,
garrying with her a letter of introduction o the Jesuls Bupsrior from the
priest who had beptised her in her own village. "You will soon know,® the
lettey read, "what @ treesure we have send you, Guurd it wells, May i%
profit in your hands, for she gloxy of God and the salvation of & soul
ghat is eertainly very dear %o Him" |

’ Ia this praversul enviromsent Katherine Tekakwitha practiced
herole virtus, She learned of the heights to which one may rise in the
love of Cod, in devotion to her neighbor, in reeollection and self-
gaorifice, lere were penances of a rigor and a severity not unlike those
road aboub in m Lives of the saints and fathers of the desert, On the
_reast of the Annunclation in the vear 1079 she proncunced a vow of virginity~

though long before she had made this resoiytion im her heart. Day in snd
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day out she lived her consesration o Uode=dovoutly, vhole~heartedly,
And finally on the seventesnth day of April in the yoar L8G0~-at the
youthful age of twenty four--tho sarthly deys of Hatherine Takekwithe
came to an end, as she fervently elasped her orucifix and devoutly
repeatad over and over ugain: "My Jesus, I Love you."
fionderful and mysterious ave the ways of God. Among the

rieh and the poor, among men and women, among edusated end unlesttered,
in every olime, in every uge, in highly eivilized lands and in rudely
primivive villages, He has raieed up chouen souls to give hopor to Him
and S0 point oub the way %o others, For sach and @very one of us, this
little indian girl, Ketherine Tekekwitha, has & tresendous lessopesthe
lezson that we are all ealled %0 a life of service of tUod, no matter who
we are or where we are, mmr we be priests or ley psople, whether we
be blessaed with the goods of the world or blessod with the povergsy of
Christ, whether we be strong and vigorous and healithy or lie heipiess
on a bed of pain. We are cslied to & lire of service of God; we are
called to point out to others, even as did Eatherine Tekakwitha, thatg
only there  ie true happiness and true suscess,

"0 Jesus, before the record of my i1ife

I8 obhiesled on v raln-vorn stone

In two mute dates,
let me be o teuchey of Thy Haue

And 1ight, within ten shousand iam
o iw Lovets etarnal z“lmm"(;mm' )
oan



