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July 15, 1964
Greetings Fr. Bechard,
Had some luck st year, and was able to send you a
part of the prize won in a seminary poetry contest.
At the nark that you would like
to see Since you aske
for it do with as you
please., This includes "file 13" located at the side
of your desk.
KATERI TEKAWITHA - The Lilly of the Mohawks
Who is this girl of the wilderness
With virtue pure and spirit free
The Mohawic maid, Kateri
Her choldhood years with their scars and tears
Are but a souls bright victory
This Indian soul, Kateri
To seek Christian life midst pagan strife
Shewith "Londstiis told to fle
The "Jewel" named, Kateri
She wins her race to waters of grace
And her vow of virginity
The Lord's handmaid, Kateri
From Martyrs blood came this wonderous flood
Of light that her people might see
Intercede for us, Kateri
For now, Father - Sincerely in Christ,
EgliuAJZLc ég;&%°*w44€_
Bro. Charles Stepanek, M.M.
P.S. Please change my name on the subscription list
as the Maryknoll Brothers have returned to their
family names. Chanpe "Gordon" to "Charles'.
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Sisters of St. Ann
Box 817
Cornwall,Ont,
August 18th/064,

Rev. Father Bechard,S5.J.
St. Fracls Xavier Misslion
Caughnawaga ,due.,

Rev, and Dear Father:

I am very grateful to you for reading over the little play on
Kateri and considering it important enough to mention in your Kateril
Booklet. I would slncerely appreciate your criticlsm of the work in
your capacity of a writer.Also would you be able to suggest any
colleges that would have a course 1ln Creative writing that I could follow,

I would like to take advantage of your vast experlence 1ln such matters.

" The play was glven on May 22nd,to a very receptive and appreciative
audience, It took approx, five weeks to prepare with rehearsals in the
evenlngs and on Saturdays and Sundays., We had the whole reserve helping;
Some to teach the Indian dances, others to help in the sewing. We not
only had the puplls of the schodl but some of the high school children
as well;, so you may well ilmagine the trying time we had to get them
together for a general rehearsal, The play lasted about an hour,without
an intermission or a closing of the curtains,

Thne blessing of Katerl Center was on June 20ta, presided by Bishop
Thomas A, Donnellan, Father Jacobs gave the opening address and expressed
nis thanks to tne bishop for his generousity. Some of thne members of the
Caugnnawaga cholr were lnvited to sing benediction. It was lovely, The
Rosarians served lunch afterwards, I hope you do get the opportunity to
come and vieit.Thanks again.

slncerely,
gr, M., Cabrini,s3.8.A.
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VEN, KATERT TEKARKWITHA
Imile Bruneb = Photo A.Londry
ission Sainb-Frangolg=Xavier
Vﬁhdx““‘r““fﬂ’jﬂ"

Smmmikx  Bron.e d!t

Sculpts. L. Bruff~Photo A. Laniry
Ed. Abhsye de Pradines,Loire =Printed in France



Al T —_e oA

"ﬂ*ﬂ?wm :

e ‘“r/w’b—&am& trda, ferrs
bothe =) /mf;;ﬁal&,ﬁ" 47W;A‘L§'w:“d e
sl /éﬁ G Witk ~any s 0 5

L dipyuet Tt Froe Cﬁ««o&/»«a-wﬁf.ﬁq
thisite t?"m/l«—);/ft«mjm,mj% eSing Ce Ty
9“"/» o e & s MM7MMM
PRPAET JMMMMQ7%”W‘
e Toy AT v Bt Voo 51 Lo o
Wmm;mr’«?ﬂ:z;% e Lt 1 ‘“"(7“"/ =

I anilonss <7 P, S, "W/WM«—W\

Bre fe s (i e St

Wﬁ/ o bty o fenseidly lnd Srrnd”

o Sl walto /S astiorn %MMMM” 7

Y Ty 10 ot T o dums s o Tow gt -~.’";"f“““m

o P Tl g N ek R ';...ZW,, o

Jodte il b P o, D faw’a/»&km 'k
MwCL«u{Auméﬁa C‘;’i«wz‘;&-jﬁ ,Z‘::\
Q»/ny“"/“*‘“’}»zwa... F aomd . b A
af fi ol T [ind i o C Lot s pimtstaprnmns &
W/LHML ) Loy At s aan  drnh

- b b 20 | =

. = ho i /Vwa‘za)/ml’/?o WW:’(S/W e
AT st S G e

g P fte e o ey~ T
Gym e Ba e s
2o ey

4 L R

Mgl D = L. e it
/ ﬁ:’At pri ) Thn e /W Lhotrma— [
<l W«,MQ,M%MW?M C“”/mi/;f’%zu

4! -z: ,%M@W i T - 2
% Mv-—,? M_%



E (Buto~es Hloses

’

S T AT

-‘(;uﬂc'w—d / v
sldie e gEany (TR bty L
P e
[ o= 72 ~
WAM_A/L %]‘4/5% . ‘pl//)m Loy A 0,«2:-.3‘/&:4' ¢
"".Mgz,; S O A

/‘\/” bl A HTrnn Occers Y/ iyl #7 m—- ‘\t;/‘“"‘r
[N popan ofet sy vptan Ay T R Sticas o
R Lhintoilles Dl e VP o b,

M, ,



@ /ym'ziqﬂrha'w««/%, j%«wm Z,—%’M’t%’m(
v <;W%;_’%—/LWAMWW0M¢TW‘A91M
%\4" Mﬂwwéwﬁwﬁldwdt%’/‘*\
l{ MW,WW«'WM%’
/0

Attt o G pwny ) Phow rmsbonfo
i ) AROAL A OMW@Z,\MZ»:E\
: e

fotrch Nikos .
W _’;L%-
e (s e
/@fmﬁ
/%5
,/7 /;a
Lol 57 -
Frecs =
' 5 [ bas
ity o7 Oty i, et G L2 LT (2
MM&:/;M. : / ‘ym;':&:“-v/*
e Lasmeds Lllpred /\;&L‘.ﬂw F/:-Mm -
4Wa-ﬁahf‘;my%‘u‘?f Uit e miac, plig Prid | I
moﬂ?«m/m,a . e MG/M” AT S, B [l b

"Hoad T ke o~ S~ Fhaee W%W Zoo Aty Do herPA_
M/n ? b, ZiAlas, Aty ClonT
LT il P Cow trine prsiguny | Do £ Z
. «{&7}«—) ‘7ﬁer/§a/ux-4///\flﬂ—.lwtl-ﬂ .
ﬁﬁ;%f_"]’“:‘“wﬁ'w tonr Lt . FT ?:"L,M QTZ’V\‘.(\—,
nuﬂt}\_w W;‘, MW;/»-\ %Mu’%%q/““’
O e i s %/7WMA_M ST
MMW/V’}]L"@W)MW‘W’W Z71;« %M%
wru po /m‘ﬁa»‘:c;_}u,JM awfa“?»w.-} ”/UD, o
| o By I peagd for oo
Ertn 'y Tic fumninf irne Sesenlid, A ivnm @ Unipog, ©
[m; : : “_%‘;W/M /ué‘zv Aondt et
B fotr 5 Lo cofis, A AU, T iy g . FEB Logpn
: A‘;’)‘“‘?"“fyf‘m WM@J@%TM 5=
WA, ffi Ereomsto dewwgya‘;ﬂﬂ?ﬁ, . &
%{é;%lcéo/ﬂf /«fﬁ'ss—&-—z/@ Pis it oo b
L(’q. W Wl I sy Cprngle 7% 2 MM%/MPD /
Vﬂ‘/}bf’/oilj& \\Z&/ﬁ;:ﬁam’o&f/w Lty it Conw Cuacdy pless ;57/.7'

A A Hano il

g )

[
/



B

so retiring was she,began to know her as '"the maiden at the Sault [Saint
Louis] who lived like a religious... and when they saw her they could not
believe their own eyes, because of her modesty and reserve." After 1682,
the story of her apparitions, in which she appeared radiant with light and
h~lding a cross in her hands, drew the attention of all New France. Soon
the many cures obtained through her intercession led people in every‘quar-
tersto pray to her as to a saint.

That same ye-r, Father Chauchetidre, while on a visit to the sick of
the ﬁission, ~eme upon a cripple, who had suffered thus since the age of
eight, The sight of this sick person touched the missionary and He lent
her Kateri's crucifix, recommending that she make a novena:

"This was the first novena made to Kateri, and it was not without effeet,
for on the ninth day the woman was cured... Seeing that she had completely
recovered, the Father told her to remember that she had promised Kateri
not to gamble any more, of which she was inordinately fond. She gave it
up entirely and has never gambled since.,.. It has been noticed that she
usunally curcd the soul of those whose bodies she healed, if they were in
need of this double assistance, even though they did not pray feor dit."

The spirituality of the cross was that of St. Isaac Jogues and of the
Venerable Kateri Tekakwitha, Both |, throughout their lives and at the
time of their deaths could say to the Indians and to the whites : "I
h=ve meJe known they name to them, and will make it known; tjat the love
whepewith thous hast loved me, may be in them..."(Jdohn 17:26)., It would
perhaps be a good idea to think about their great love in this month of

Sentember during which occurs the feast of the Martyrs. And, also, to

o

meditate a little (don't be afraid of the word 'meditate') on this mysterious

evchange between Montresl and the Iroquois Cantons and between the Iroquois

Centons and Montreal.
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oﬁ/%ﬁ&?ying the box all th& wat back and ?%rth.

It was on September 24, thst hefet out anew for the land of the

3

Iroquois. Before his departure, he had = foreboding of his martyr-
lom. Once agian, from Montreal, he wrote to a Jesuit friend :
"My heart tells me that if I have thé&fortune to @ be employed

in this mission, ibo et non redibo, I will go but T will not come back;

but I would be happy if Yur Lord wished to consq“jate the sacrifice where
he began it ,end if the 1little blood shed in this land were as the
earnest of that which I would give from all the veins of my body

and hesrt, " :

On the way , he lezrned of a sudden change in the temper of the Mo~
hawks, The Iroquois and the twe or three Hurons accompanying him, turned
beck, Alone with John de Lalande, he continued his journey;

What had hap-ened amonz the Iroquois ? After the saint's departure
from the village of Ossernenon during the previous June, an epidemic
hac fallen upon.the lznd and worms had destroyed, the better part of the
“, Tt is easy to imagine the affliction of these folk, The
- witch-doctors consulted, for want of something better, ended up by
desirnating Father Jogues' box as the unique source of all these mis-
fortunes,

The Besr Clan immediately wanted to break the pe;ce; The other Winwwwe
s Uiolf and Turtle Clans (Kateri would later be a member of the
latter) remained favorable to the treaty with the French, The fact is

worthy of note, Members of the Bezr Clan alone made St; Isaac Jogues
and the donné, St. John de Lalande , .prisoners in the vicinity of the Lake
of the Blessed Sacrament, now Lake George;

At Ossernenon, the arrival of the two captives simply set the clans
more at variance than before, The familiespf the Wolf and of the Tur-

tle used every mesns to save the lives of the two missionaries; those
of the Bear demanded the death of the Blackrobes in the most violent
terms., To avert an irreconcialable split amonz these parties, a general
council of the elders and of the war-chiefs was called, The result

of its deliberations was an order to ffee the coptives, Thus the supreme
authority of the lohawks was formally opposed to the kKilling of St,
Isasc Jogues and of St. John de Lalande;

Foreseeing their liberation, the B ar Clan resloved to get rid of

the missionaries., It was October 18, 1646, As St. Isaac Jogues was at

with
prayer in his longhouse, he wzs invited to come for a mealAg’ one of

FAPEEN g &
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que Dieu lui demandait autre chose =-- sa vie elle-M&me, ILe Mardi saint, elle
recut le saint Viatique et le reste du jour et toute la nuit suivante, elle
:;:;; son temps "en de doux et de fervents entretiens avee Notre-Seigneur,
Notre-Dame et son crucifix.,"

S= mort , trés douce, fut comme un ruissellement de vie sur la mission,
sur Laprairie, Lachine, Montréal, la Pointe-aux-Trembles, AmemeTrois-Ri-
viéres et sur Québec, Méme aupar=vant, des Francais de Laprairie, "quel-

* o pomttr] Crnsnnds o
gu'industrie qu'elle apportét pour se cq!yher”, eU!ﬂhhg‘*& & connaitre celle
oui viveit au Sault ,.. & cause de sa modestie et de son recueillement,
Apré- 1630, le récit des apparitions de Kateri, toute rayonnante, la croix
en main, attirz sur elle 1l'attention de ssmmism 12 Nouvelle-France, Etebien-
tdt les nombreuses guérisons obtenues par son intercession la firent in-
voguer un veu nartout comme une sainte;

En 1682, le P, Claude Chauchetieére, en visite chez ses malades, apports
le crucifix de Kateri Tekakwitha & une jeune femme percluse de tous ses
membres denuis 1l'&ge de huit ans; Chaque printemps ce mal devenait intolé-
rable, La vue de celte malheureuse Indienne émut le missionnaire et il
1ui préta le ‘crucifix de 1la défunte en Amereco nandant de ¥ faire une
neuvaine, "C'est la premiére neuvaine qu'on lui ait faite et qui eut
son e fet, car Al neuviéme Jour elle fut parfaitement guérie... ILe Pére la
voy=nt remise lui dit de se bien souvenir qu'elle avait promis & Kateri
de ne plus jouer, cer elle étazit extrémement passionnée au jeu.,.." Elle
ne joue plus jamais, "Kateri, disait-on, guérissait d'ordinaire les ames
de ceux dont €(le guérissait les corps s Lorsqu'ils avaient hesoin de
cettt double guérison, sans méme qu'on l'en priédt,"

Sriritualité de la croix., Celle de saint Issac Jogues et de la vénérable

tout & long de de.
Kateri Tekekwitha., IL'un et 1'autre ,_j-l!-‘;ib leur vie et & leur
mort pouvaient dire et aux Indgilns et aux Francais : "Je leur révélerai
ton nom ~our gque l'amour dont tu m'as aimé soit en eux" (Jean, 17, 26),
Il est peut-&tre bon d'y penser en ce mois de septembre ou 1l'on féte les
seints Martys canadiens, Et de méditer un peu ( ne craignez pas le mot
méditer ) sur cet échange mystérieux entre Montréal et 1'Troquoisie et

entre 1'Iroquoise et Montréal,

Vi
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12 juin 196,

L vice-postulation
Centre Kateri, C.P. 70
Ceughnawaga (Québ ec).



3. aux 218 enfatns qui se présentérent * 1'écoledes Poeurs. "Les enfants
ne parlaient pas 1l'anglais, et les 8oceurs ne parlaient pas l'iroquois. X=s
Tout de méme les gargons étalent tréds mmmkmks respbetueux et les filles trés

sages" ond avec besucoup de bonne volontd tout se passa bien.

ad

Ltassiduité en ces jours é&talent aléatoire. Sl y avait du travail 3

S

la maison, s'il ¥y a vallt du bols 2 couner ou de lqeau 3 porter , les besoins
imortants

du moment l1'emportaient sur les svenbtages de 1'instruction + Pourtant,

la flame deu zéle missiomnaire des jeunes “oeurs alluma une réponse su coeur

de cette jeunesse authenticuement cansdienne. Vers 1la fin du mois, les

81'ves avoient stteint les 390. Les maftresses s'en trouvaeint fort encouragées

dans leurs efforst pyuwex pour p cmouvoch m une 2duca tion chrétienre

s 1es meilleures qualités
a' esprit et de coeurs

les zmo

Bientdt 1'émotion des bullebins mensuels, les cérémonies de 1t'Arbre de
o8l , les visites du Pére curé intéressé 3 1'%cole devénaient des occurences
que tous d ésiraient ardemment.

Le




Les bons smis de Kateri voudront certainement dans leurs priéres
offrir un mémento pour le revos de 1l'8me de Monseigneur Edmond Gibbons,
A cau-e de sz laflcité et de son indisnité, cet évéque américain a mené
nrescue & sa conclusion 1l béatification de cette jeune iroquoifz,

celle ocue nos ancétres ampelﬂ%%nt "la protectrice du Canada',

1






